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FRANKLIN  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


THIRD  SANCTUARY  1958 


by  CLAUDE  FISHER  THOMASON 


There  is  very  little  information  to  be  found  on  the  life  of 
Franklin  Presbyterian  Church  for  the  first  46  years.  The 
Church  and  the  records  were  destroyed  by  lightning. 


INTRODUCTION 


Put  GOD  first  then  everything  will  fall  into  place  for  you.  God  has  given  me  the  strength, 
knowledge,  understanding,  and  wisdom  to  assemble  the  facts  of  Franklin  Presbyterian 
Church. 


There  are  two  kinds  of  people  that  live  on  this  earth.  The  people  that  live  for  and  work  for 
God.  The  other  kind  of  people  live  for  and  work  for  satan.  Who  are  you  living  and  working 
for. 


From  April  2,   1829  to  October  7,   1875,  we  will  have  to  use  the  records  of  Concord 
Presbytery.  The  church  records  were  destroyed  when  the  church  was  destroyed  by  fire. 


I  would  like  to  thank  the  following  people  for  assisting  me  in  gathering  and  compiling  the 
information  in  this  book  and  for  their  unending  moral  support. 


The  Historical  Foundation,  Montreat,  N.  C,  Mrs.  Mary  G.  Lane.  Librarian,  and  her  staff, 
were  wonderful  in  helping  me  with  the  records  of  Concord  Presbytery;  the  Rowan  Library, 
Salisbury,  N.  C,  History  Room,  Mrs.  Willis  M.  Rosenthal,  Librarian;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed 
Hartgrove  Jr.;  Rev.  Finley  M.  Grissett;  Mrs.  Claude  Thomason  Sr.;  Mr.  John  Erwin  Ramsay; 
Miss  Beth  Hough;  Mr.  Joe  K.  Hall  Jr.,  grandson  of  Rev.  James  Davidson  Hall;  Rev.  Jack 
Roger  Marrow;  Mrs.  Lucile  Thomason  Lewis;  Charlie  A.  Kluttz  Jr.  and  his  staff;  Mrs.  Betty 
Overman  Overcash;  Mrs.  Aline  Thomason  Penley;  Mr.  S.  F.  Miller;  Mr.  J.  K.  Rouse;  Mr. 
Neill  Buie;  Mrs.  Robert  South  Arrowood. 


THIS  VOLUME  IS  DEDICATED 

TO 

GOD  AND  HIS  HOUSE  OF  WORSHIP 

AND 

THE  CONGREGATION  OF  FRANKLIN 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


CLAUDE  FISHER  THOMASON  SR. 


Mr.  Claude  Fisher  Thomason  Sr. 

by 
Rev.  Findly  M.  Grissett 


Mr.  Claude  Fisher  Thomason  is  a  life  long  friend  and 
supporter  of  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church,  Salisbury, 
North  Carolina.  He  now  lives  with  his  family  in  Con- 
cord, North  Carolina.  There  he  is  a  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  has  served  as  a  deacon  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Rowan  Mens  Bible  Class.  With  distinc- 
tion he  has  served  as  an  elder  and  various  church  wide 
Committees. 

Many  sons  and  daughters  of  Franklin  have  meant 
much  in  the  lives  of  many  and  in  the  Kingdom's  work. 
For  those  who  know  the  current  history  of  Franklin 


Presbyterian  Church,  no  one  member  or  former  member 
has  meant  and  continues  to  mean  so  much  to  Franklin  as 
Mr.  Claude  Thomason.  It  is  a  mutual  love  because 
although  he  is  living  in  Concord  his  heart  is  with  the 
church  fellowship  at  Franklin. 

Mr.  Claude  Fisher  Thomason  was  born  October  14, 
1902  to  John  Washington  Thomason  and  Sally  Fisher 
Thomason  in  the  Franklin  Community  just  north  west  of 
Salisbury,  North  Carolina.  They  were  life  long  members 
of  Franklin  church.  He  is  one  of  seven  children;  Harold 
Elwood,    Carl    Graydon,    Max    DeBerry,    Kathleen 


Thomason  Shives,  Leo  Bernard,  and  Ora  Thomason 
Pharr.  On  Sunday  May  21,  1915  he  united  with  the 
church  on  profession  of  his  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
On  March  19,  1939  he  was  ordained  an  elder.  He  served 
as  an  able  Clerk  of  Session  from  the  beginning  of  his  of- 
fice till  he  was  dismissed  August  20,  1950  to  the  First 
Church  of  Concord,  North  Carolina. 

It  was  through  his  vision  and  leadership  the  first 
Manse  was  erected.  In  1945  as  Treasurer  of  the  Manse 
Building  Committee  with  an  active  church  membership 
of  fifty-nine  members  a  campaign  was  begun.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1946  construction  began  and  the  manse  was 
dedicated  on  August  10,  1947  at  the  cost  of  $14,000.  Un- 
der Mr.  Claude  Thomason's  leadership  again,  the  session 
began  making  plans  for  the  erection  of  the  first 
educational  building  in  October  1947.  On  July  25,  1948 
the  congregation  adopted  the  plans  proposed  by  the 
building  committee  with  Mr.  Claude  Thomason  as  chair- 
man. He  served  on  the  Pulpit  Nominating  committee 
which  sought  and  secured  the  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust  as  the 
first  full  time  pastor  of  Franklin  Church,  May  23,  1948. 
When  the  church  was  without  a  pastor  1945-47  he  gave 
strong  leadership  and  inspiration  to  its  members.  The 
Educational  Building  was  dedicated  on  October  9,  1949. 

Since  going  to  Concord,  North  Carolina  he  has  con- 
tinued his  interest  and  support  with  the  home  church. 
When  in  1957  the  church  was  ready  and  in  need  of  a  new 
sanctuary,  Mr.  Claude  Thomason  was  there.  It  was  his 
generous  gift  of  the  materials  for  the  sanctuary  which 
served  as  an  incentive  for  all  the  church  members. 

In  March    1968,  Mr.  Thomason  and  his  immediate 


family  challenged  the  Franklin  Congregation  in  im  prov- 
ing the  Church  Cemetery  by  a  ten  thousand  dollar 
challenge  fund,  provided  the  congregation  would  match  it 
for  perpetual  improvement.  This  was  accepted  and 
matched  by  the  members.  He  is  currently  serving  as  an 
ex-officio  member  of  the  Cemetery  and  Grounds  Com- 
mittee. Many  of  the  ideas  of  this  development  have 
begun  with  him  due  to  his  love  and  conscientious  efforts. 
He  continues  to  contribute  his  time  and  money  for  proj- 
ects in  his  beloved  home  church. 

Mr.  Thomason  is  employed  by  Cannon  Mills  Textile 
Corporation  as  a  Senior  Cotton  Classer  Technician. 

An  account  of  this  servant  of  God  is  not  complete 
without  mention  of  his  family.  He  met  and  married  the 
former  Bess  Breedlove  of  Durham,  N.  C.  The  day  of  this 
happy  occasion  was  December  22,  1949.  God  gave  to  this 
home  in  Christ  three  fine  children;  Claude  Fisher 
Thomason,  Jr.,  Martha  Thomason  Hartgrave,  and 
Bessie  Thomason  Baker.  Over  the  years  his  family  has 
endeared  itself  to  Franklin.  It  can  be  said  truly  that  this 
family  has  two  church  homes,  Franklin  in  Salisbury  and 
First  Church  in  Concord. 

Mr.  Claude  Fisher  Thomason  has  gone  about  his  daily 
life  in  a  quiet  unassuming  way,  however,  he  has  had  the 
fortitude  to  place  first  things  first,  regardless  of  the  pop- 
ular flow  of  events.  He  has  carried  the  high  principles  of 
duty,  honesty,  integrity  and  fair  play  into  his  business 
life.  He  strives  valiantly  to  live  up  to  all  the  tenets  of  a 
Christian  life  and  in  him  the  words  "Christian  Gen- 
tleman" have  been  given  full  meaning. 
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Early  Americans 


My  fellow  members  of  Neweomen: 

The  year  1776  was  a  year  in  which  great  things  were  in 
the  making  for  Virginia,  for  the  United  States  and  for  the 
world.  Patrick  Henry  had  electrified  the  colonies  in  1775 
in  Richmond's  old  St.  John's  Church  with  his  flaming  ap- 
peal for  "liberty  or  death,"  and  in  July  of  the  following 
year,  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  adopted. 

In  between  these  two  epoch-making  events  a  third  oc- 
currence with  far-reaching  potentialities  in  the  sphere  of 
education,  took  place  in  rural  Prince  Edward  County, 
Virginia.  On  January  1,  1776,  Hampden-Sydney  College 
opened  its  doors  with  1 10  students  and  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Stanhope  Smith,  a  leading  Presbyterian  clergyman,  as 
president. 

Whereas  the  stimulus  for  the  establishment  of  this 
college  had  come  from  the  Hanover  Presbytery,  led  by 
dynamic  Samuel  Davies,  the  institution  also  owed  much 
to  Tidewater  Anglicans  who  had  moved  into  the  region  in 
the  middle  years  of  the  eighteenth  century,  notably  the 
Randolphs,  sons  of  William  Randolph  of  Turkey  Island. 
Peter  Johnston,  a  native  of  Edinburgh,  who  was  among 
the  early  settlers  in  Prince  Edward,  gave  98  acres  of  land 
on  which  to  establish  the  college.  A  majority  of  the  first 
board  of  trustees  were  Anglicans,  among  them  Patrick 
Henry  and  James  Madison.  The  Presbyterians  retained 
control,  but  the  institution  was  never  narrowly  sectarian. 
For  example,  Jonathan  P.  Cushing,  a  leading 
Episcopalian,  was  elected  president  of  the  college  in 
1821. 

Today,  Hampden-Sydney  does  have  an  affiliation  with 
the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Virginia,  but  its  students  come 
from  many  denominations,  and  as  in  early  days,  its 
trustees  are  not  all  Presbyterians. 

It  was  decided  to  name  the  new  institution  for  two 
revered  fighters  for  liberty — John  Hampden,  opponent  of 
the  "ship  money"  tax  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I,  and 
Algernon  Sydney,  who  gave  his  life  on  the  executioner's 
block  in  the  cause  of  religious  liberty  during  the  reign  of 
Charles  II. 

The  role  of  the  Presbyterians  in  the  founding  of 
Hampden-Sydney  was  crucially  important.  The  college's 
establishment  was  due  in  large  measure  to  the  zeal  for 


learning  of  the  members  of  that  denomination,  who  have 
long  been  noted  for  this  characteristic.  And  in  es- 
tablishing Hampden-Sydney,  they  established  the  second 
oldest  college  in  Virginia,  second  only  to  the  College  of 
William  and  Mary.  It  was  formally  chartered  in  1783. 

The  intention  of  the  founders  was  to  create  a  center  of 
learning  in  Southside  Virginia — under  Presbyterian 
auspices — to  serve  as  an  offset  to  William  and  Mary.  The 
latter,  of  course,  was  under  the  control  of  the  Anglican 
church,  the  colony's  only  officially  recognized  religious 
denomination. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  group  which  had  succeeded  in 
founding  Hampden-Sydney  had  a  different  viewpoint 
from  that  expressed  many  years  later  by  a  man  who  had 
been  listening  to  a  speech  by  a  distinguished  Presbyterian 
educator,  Woodrow  Wilson.  Mr.  Wilson  had  just 
resigned  as  president  of  Princeton  University,  and  was 
campaigning  for  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 

"That's  a  smart  man,"  remarked  a  member  of 
Wilson's  campaign  audience. 

"He's  smart  as  hell,"  his  neighbor  replied.  "What  I 
can't  understand  is  why  a  man  as  smart  as  he  is,  wanted 
to  spend  as  much  time  hanging  around  a  college." 

In  discussing  the  early  years  of  Hampden-Sydney  let 
us  be  entirely  clear  on  one  point.  It  was  a  college  from  the 
moment  of  its  establishment,  although  there  was  also  in- 
struction at  the  high  school  level.  The  fact  that  it  was 
called  Prince  Edward  Academy  at  first,  is  misleading. 
Dr.  Graves  H.  Thompson,  the  eminent  classicist  at  the 
college,  has  provided  me  with  the  "true  and  lively  word" 
on  this  point.  He  demonstrates  conclusively  from  con- 
temporary documents  that  Hampden-Sydney  was 
planned  as  a  competitor  for  William  and  Mary,  and  pro- 
jected as  an  institution  providing  a  system  of  education 
resembling  that  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  namely 
Princeton.  A  survey  made  recently  by  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College  to  determine  which  are  the  oldest 
colleges  and  universities  in  the  United  States  ranked 
Hampden-Sydney  tenth.  William  and  Mary  was  the  only 
other  Virginia  institution  in  the  first  ten. 

The    role    of  the    Scotch-Irish    in    the    founding    of 


Hampden-Sydney  is  of  great  significance.  This  able, 
hardy  and  aggressive  people  had  left  the  lowlands  of 
Scotland  about  the  year  1610,  attracted  by  the  fertile 
lands  of  Ulster  in  Northern  Ireland.  They  had  been  eke- 
ing  out  a  rather  miserable  existence  in  their  own  poverty- 
stricken  country.  Being  told  of  the  bountiful  harvests  in 
Ulster — the  same  region  where  some  of  their  descendants 
are  involved  in  bitter  civil  war  today — they  emigrated  by 
the  thousands  across  the  narrow  channel  which  separates 
Scotland  from  Ireland.  Later,  the  flow  of  Scottish 
emigrants  increased  when  religious  turmoil  caused 
widespread  dissatisfaction  in  Scotland. 

By  1717,  when  the  Scots  had  been  in  Ireland  for  ap- 
proximately a  century,  economic  conditions  and  religious 
considerations  caused  much  unhappiness.  About  250,000 
of  them  decided  to  leave  for  America.  The  great  majority 
entered  by  the  ports  of  Philadelphia  and  Chester, 
Pennsylvania,  often  after  stormy  and  well-nigh  inter- 
minable passages  across  the  Atlantic.  Those  who  did  not 
settle  in  Pennsylvania  moved  southward  in  their  wagons 
and  on  horseback  along  the  Great  Valley.  Thousands  set- 
tled in  Virginia,  mainly  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and 
the  rest  continued  on  into  the  Piedmont  regions  of  North 
and  South  Carolina. 

The  Scotch-Irish  who  settled  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia, 
beginning  in  the  1 730's,  were  the  type  of  citizens  of  whom 
any  country  would  be  proud.  Their  desire  for  learning, 
their  deep  religious  faith,  their  courage  in  the  face  of 
danger  were  qualities  which  caused  them  to  be  widely  ad- 
mired. Let  it  be  admitted  that  they  were  aggressive  and 
perhaps  unduly  pugnacious.  The  more  pacific  Germans 
who  came  down  the  Great  Valley  almost  simultaneously 
from  Pennsylvania  to  settle  on  the  banks  of  the  Shenan- 
doah and  its  tributaries  did  not  find  them  congenial. 

The  Scotch-Irish  were  restless  and  constantly  moving 
farther  and  farther  into  the  wilderness.  They  were  great 
Indian  fighters;  they  had  to  be,  in  order  to  survive.  Their 
lonely  homesteads  were  in  constant  danger  of  Indian  at- 
tack. The  head  of  the  family  would  leave  his  wife  and 
children  in  their  isolated  cabin,  as  he  went  in  search  of 
bear  or  buffalo  meat.  Their  living  standards  were 
primitive  in  the  highest  degree.  Few  had  knives  and  forks 
in  the  early  days  and  their  scalping  knives  did  double 
duty  as  table  utensils.  Such  ordinary  household  amenities 
as  beds  and  chairs  were  often  unknown  in  the  log  cabins 
which  these  pioneers  built  with  their  own  hands. 
Williamsburg,  the  colonial  capital,  was  a  long  way  off, 
and  the  Scotch-Irish  did  not  always  go  through  the 
prescribed  legal  routine  for  acquiring  land.  They  simply 
squatted  on  it,  as  the  phrase  is,  and  claimed  it  for  their 
own. 

This  propensity  was  one  reason  for  the  saying  in  some 
quarters  that  "the  Scotch-Irish  kept  the  word  of  God  and 
everything  else  that  they  could  get  their  hands  on." 


Willia.m  Byrd  II,  the  founder  of  Richmond,  who  spent 
much  of  his  life  in  England  and  hence  absorbed  the 
centuries-long  English  hostility  for  the  Scots — which  was 
reciprocated — reflected  this  same  point  of  view.  Byrd 
had  sought  to  bring  over  several  hundred  Swiss  to  settle 
on  large  tracts  of  land  owned  by  him  along  the  Roanoke 
River,  but  a  shipload  was  wrecked  off  the  Virginia  coast 
and  most  of  them  were  drowned.  Byrd  remarked 
thereupon  that  he  was  reduced  to  seeking  Scotch-Irish  as 
settlers.  He  described  them  as  "swarming  over  the  coun- 
try like  Goths  and  Vandals." 

I  mention  these  few  critical  comments  concerning  a 
great  people  in  order  to  high  light  their  virtues.  The 
criticisms  were  in  some  measure  deserved,  but  they  grew, 
at  least  in  part,  out  of  the  very  excellences  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish.  These  restless  pioneers  were  always  pushing 
forward  to  new  frontiers.  They  were  contentious,  at 
times,  but  they  did  not  flinch  in  the  face  of  dangers  that 
would  have  made  a  less  intrepid  people  quail.  In  carving 
settlements  out  of  a  wilderness  infested  with  Indians  and 
wild  beasts,  in  confronting  almost  daily  the  perils  of 
death  and  torture,  these  brave  men  and  women  merit  our 
highest  praise — the  women  as  much  as  the  men. 

Some  of  the  Scotch-Irish,  led  by  John  Caldwell, 
grandfather  of  John  C.  Calhoun,  led  a  group  of  settlers 
from  the  Shenandoah  Valley  into  the  Staunton-Roanoke 
river  basin  of  Southside  Virginia.  They  settled  along  Cub 
Creek  near  the  little  Roanoke,  and  on  nearby  Buffalo 
Creek.  They  and  their  descendants  had  a  large  role  in  the 
founding  of  Hampden-Sydney  a  few  years  later. 

The  Scotch-Irish  fought  well  in  the  French  and  Indian 
War,  and  were  especially  conspicuous  some  two  decades 
later  at  the  Battle  of  Point  Pleasant  in  1774.  In  that 
engagement,  their  great  leader.  Colonel  Andrew  Lewis  of 
Augusta  County  and  his  "long  knives"  defeated  the 
Shawnees  under  Chief  Cornstalk  in  one  of  the  bloodiest 
and  most  important  battles  fought  with  the  redskins  in 
our  history.  Then,  in  the  American  Revolution,  the 
Scotch-Irish  again  played  a  conspicuous  role.  At  the  Bat- 
tle of  King's  Mountain,  under  the  leadership  of  Colonel 
William  Campbell  of  Southwest  Virginia,  they 
overwhelmed  the  British  forces,  composed  largely  of 
Carolina  Tories.  Throughout  the  Revolution  they  were  a 
bulwark  of  strength.  Thomas  J.  Wertenbaker,  the  emi- 
nent historian,  says  that  "they  constituted  the  very 
backbone  of  Washington's  army,"  and  he  adds:  "At 
Valley  Forge,  when  many  deserted,  they  remained 
despite  cold  and  hunger,  to  keep  alive  the  waning  cause." 
In  fact,  one  irate  Tory  declared  that  the  Revolution  was 
brought  on  by  "smugglers,  Congregationalists  and 
Presbyterians." 

At  Hampden-Sydney,  which  had  opened  its  doors  on 
January  1,  1776,  a  student  military  company  was  formed 
in  July.  The  students,  wearing  hunting  shirts  dyed  purple, 


and  coonskin  caps,  marched  off  to  war. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  Scotch-Irish,  who  came 
originally  from  the  Scottish  lowlands,  should  be  sharply 
differentiated  from  the  Scots,  who  hailed  almost  entirely 
from  the  Highlands.  The  latter  were  often  merchants, 
and  hence  were  Tory  sympathizers  in  the  American 
Revolution,  since  they  did  much  business  with  the 
Mother  Country.  It  was  these  Highlanders  who  wore  the 
kilts  and  tartans,  and  who  in  World  War  I,  because  of 
their  desperate  bravery,  were  known  as  "the  ladies  from 
hell." 

Once  peace  was  secured  in  the  Revolution,  Hampden- 
Sydney  settled  down  to  the  routine  of  educating  young 
men  in  the  fundamentals  of  scholarship  and  religion. 
Thorough  scholarship  was  required,  while  powerful  and 
exceedingly  long  sermons  were  a  part  of  the  religious  ser- 
vices. 

In  the  early  years  in  rural  areas,  Sunday  services  lasted 
all  day  in  Presbyterian  churches,  except  for  an  interval 
for  lunch,  during  which  no  levity  was  permitted.  There 
was  an  hour  and  a  half  sermon  in  the  morning  and 
another  of  equal  length  in  the  afternoon,  interspersed 
with  Bible  readings,  hymns  and  prayers,  some  of  the 
prayers  being  forty-five  minutes  long.  After  enduring 
such  ordeals,  it  is  scarcely  surprising  that  the  Scotch- 
Irish  were  able  to  stand  the  rigors  of  Indian  warfare  and 
the  terrible  privations  of  Valley  Forge. 

The  Scotch-Irish  were  not  only  formidable  fighters  in 
the  Continental  Army;  they  were  also  leaders  in  the  bat- 


tle for  religious  freedom.  They  were  in  the  forefront  of 
the  successful  effort  to  dis-establish  the  Anglican 
Church.  They  were  also  powerful  factors  in  bringing 
about  the  abolition  of  entails  and  primogeniture. 

The  stamina  of  the  Hampden-Sydney  boys  was  tested 
in  various  ways,  and  this  doubtless  contributed  to  their 
success  in  later  years.  Consider  the  commencement  exer- 
cises for  1820.  In  addition  to  the  conferring  of  degrees, 
four  musical  interludes  and  the  concluding  prayer,  the 
following  events  were  on  the  program: 


/.  An  Eulogy  in  Greek  on  Pericles. 

2.  An  Oration  on  the  Literature  of  Virginia. 

3.  A    Forensic    Debate    on    the    Permanency   of  the 
American  Republic. 

4.  A  Poem  on  American  Genius. 

5.  A  Conference  Between  Two  Students. 

6.  A  Satirical  Oration. 

7.  An  Oration  on  the  Superiority  of  Literary  Eminence 
to  Military  Glory. 

8.  An  Oration  on  Dueling. 

9.  The  Philosophical  Oration  on  the  Dignity  of  the 
Mind. 

10.  An  Oration. 

11.  An  Eulogy  on  the  Rev.  Moses  Hoge,  late  President 
of  the  college. 

12.  An    Oration    on    the    Unremitted    Cultivation    of 
Literature  With  the  Valedictory  Addresses. 


CENTER  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
BAKER  CEMETERY 
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Center  Presbytery  Church  Organized  in  1765. 

This  is  the  mother  church  for  most  of  the  churches  in 
this  area. 

The  Baker  cemetery  was  moved  from  where  Lake  Nor- 
man is  now,  to  Center  Church  Cemetery.  This  is  a  picture 
of  Rev.  John  Thomson  tombstone,  also  a  picture  of  the 
Baker  Cemetery. 
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I.   Mary  Jane  loslner,  Samuel  Baker,  The  Rev.  John  Thomson. 

2    Margaret  J.  Brevard,  John  Iranklin  Brevard,  James  Conner,  Nearly  Lilly, 

Moses  W.  Wilson.  &  Rocinda  W.  Wilson,  I  illy  Julia,  Mrs.  Lilly  Conner, 

James  Conner 
3.   Mary  wile  of  Isaog  Mason,  llolhet  llamah,  lister  wile  of  Robert  Hannah, 

Margaret  I.  Wilson,  Beniamin  Wilson,  Amuel  Wilson,  John  Wilson,  !•'.  T, 

Carter, 
4    lister  C.  Daug,  ol'J.  II   &  M.  P,  White,  Doreas  Wilson,  Sarah  I).  White,  T. 

P,  White,  I  dward  Omngs. 
5,   Mary    Lawson,    Hugh    Lawson,    David    Lawson,   John    Meonnell,  Sarah 

Mconnell. 


COLONIAL  THIRD  CREEK 


1.  The  "Third  Creek  Settlement".  The  white  popula- 
tion development  of  Piedmont  North  Carolina  began  in 
the  1740's,  first  in  Anson  County,  which  was  formed 
from  Bladen  County  in  1749.  The  increase  in  population 
led  to  the  formation  of  nine  counties  in  western  North 
Carolina  between  1 749  and  1 775.  Orange  County  was  set 
off  in  1752,  and  Rowan  in  1753. 

Rowan  Was  Prairie.  John  Lawson  was  the  first  man  to 
write  extensively  about  North  Carolina.  In  1709,  he 
published  a  work  entitled  A  History  of  North  Carolina. 
The  book  is  not  strictly  a  history  but  rather  a  descriptive 
report  on  early  North  Carolina;  yet  is  invaluable  to 
historians.  In  1702,  Lawson  made  an  extensive  journey 
through  North  Carolina.  The  book,  a  narrative  of  his 
sojournings,  describes  the  country,  the  manners,  and 
customs  of  several  tribes  of  Indians  whom  he  visited.  He 
traveled  a  portion  of  Piedmont  North  Carolina,  in- 
cluding a  section  of  the  Yadkin  Valley.  He  crossed  the 
Yadkin  River  near  what  was  later  known  as  the  Jersey 
Settlement,  or  Trading  Ford,  not  far  from  the  present 
town  of  Spencer.  Many  think  that  Lawson  was  the  first 
white  man  to  see  Rowan  County.  Among  other  things  he 
reported  that  there  were  "Few  trees  which  are  very  short, 
and  stand  at  a  great  distance  from  one  another".1 

Dr.  Jethro  Rumple  in  his  History  of  Rowan  County, 
published  between  1878-1888,  wrote  of  his  acquaintance 
with  an  elderly  man  who  recalled  the  time,  "When  the 
highlands  between  Fourth  Creek  and  Third  Creek  were 
open  prairie,  covered  with  grass  and  wild  peavines,  and 
that  the  wild  deer  would  mingle  with  their  herds  of  cattle 
as  they  grazed".2 

Mr.  Bill  Sharpe,  prominent  North  Carolina 
geographer  and  historian,  has  written:  "Not  in  150  years 
has  any  one  seen  it,  but  once  North  Carolina  had  a 
prairie  land,  rolling  plateau  pampas  which  embraced 
much  of  the  Piedmont."' 

More  than  a  hundred  years  ago  Dr.  E.  F.  Rockwell,  a 
professor  in  Davidson  College,  and  at  one  time  Pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Statesville,  described 
the  country  as  follows: 

When  this  country  first  came  into  their  possession,  it  is 
represented  ;is  being  most  desirable  land,  very  much  like 
the  famed  prairies  of  the  west,  and  altogether  different  in 


quality  and  appearance  from  which  it  now  is.  It  was  open 
and  most  clear  of  timber,  so  that  the  sight  could  reach  a 
great  distance.  The  undergrowth  was  kept  down  by  the 
Indians  burning  it  over  so  often.  The  bottoms  were  thick 
cane-brakes,  and  the  hills  and  plains  were  covered  with  a 
natural  growth  of  wild  peavines,  which  furnished  abun- 
dant pasture  for  stock  of  all  kinds,  which  needed  little  at- 
tention even  in  winter.  Buffaloes,  wolves,  bears,  deer, 
panthers,  etc..  roamed  through  all  the  land,  furnishing 
provisions  for  the  early  settlers  as  well  as  the  savages. 
There  are  traditions  connected  with  many  spots  where 
the  ancestors  of  the  present  inhabitants  saw  immense 
herds  of  buffaloes.4 

Dr.  Rockwell,  as  will  be  shown  in  a  later  chapter,  once 
served  as  Stated  Supply  of  Third  Creek  Presbyterian 
Church.  In  1880,  he  purchased  the  old  Captain  John  Kerr 
estate,  which  lay  across  Third  Creek  stream,  opposite  the 
home-site  of  his  brother-in-law,  Samuel  Young.  This  was 
about  two  miles  from  the  Church.  The  building,  erected 
by  John  Kerr  about  1752  is  a  log  structure,  and  is 
probably  the  oldest  house  in  Rowan  County  still  used  as 
a  residence. 

Dr.  Rockwell  made  a  thorough  study  of  Rowan's  early 
history,  and  though  he  indicates  that  large  sections  of  the 
land  were  prairie,  it  should  not  be  assumed  that  all  the 
land  was  exactly  as  you  would  see  it  on  the  western  plains 
today.  Here  and  there  were  wooded  areas,  sometimes 
even  great  forests  and  giant  trees. 

The  Third  Creek  Stream.  One  of  the  tributaries  of  the 
Yadkin  River  heads  not  far  from  Taylorsville  in  Alexan- 
der County,  flows  through  Iredell  County  immediately 
south  of  Statesville,  and  on  through  the  western  part  of 
Rowan  County.  This  is  historic  "Third  Creek".  From  the 
point  where  it  crosses  the  Iredell  and  Rowan  County  line, 
it  runs  virtually  parallel  with  Fourth  Creek,  the  two  being 
separated  in  distance  by  about  two  miles  until  it  travels 
some  distance  below  the  village  of  Woodleaf.  At  this 
point  the  two  converge,  and  the  combined  streams  How 
into  [he  South  Yadkin  River,  a  little  farther  eastward. 

Names  of  Original  Settlements.  A  number  of  other 
Rowan  County  communities  or  areas,  established  in 
earliest  times,  had  similar  names  to  that  of  Third  Creek; 
that  is,  they  were  known  as  "Settlements".  There  was  the 
"Cat  hey  Settlement"  where  Thyatira  Presbyterian 
Church  is  presently  located,  and  named  for  the  Cathey 
family.  This  was  the  first  family  to  locate  in  that  com- 


munity,  and  the  Cathey  community  may  have  given  to 
Rowan  County  its  first  settlers.  These  early  Rowan  resi- 
dents in  many  instances,  followed  the  custom  of  naming 
their  communities  and  churches  for  streams  of  water;  for 
example,  the  "Coddle  Creek  Settlement",  named  for  a 
creek  heading  near  the  town  of  Mooresville;  and  the 
"Fourth  Creek  Settlement",  embracing  the  territory  in 
and  around  the  town  of  Statesville,  and  named  for  the 
stream  of  water  previously  mentioned.  Generally,  the 
church  was  given  the  name  of  the  settlement  in  which  it 
was  located,  such  as  Coddle  Creek  Church,  Rocky  River 
Church,  Fourth  Creek  Church,  Fifth  Creek  Church,  and 
Third  Creek  Church. 

The  Scotch-Irish.  The  people  who  secured  the  earliest 
land  grants  and  made  their  homes  in  the  Third  Creek 
area  were  Scotch-Irish.  They  were  the  founding  fathers 
who  not  only  established  their  respective  communities, 
churches,  and  schools,  but  also  contributed  much  to  the 
building  of  their  county  and  state.  Who  were  these 
Scotch-Irish?  A  people  whose  religious  faith  and  princi- 
ples had  been  fashioned  by  generations  of  hardship,  per- 
secution, and  struggle.  The  term  Scotch-Irish  might 
carry  the  idea  to  some  that  these  were  descendants  of 
marriages  between  Scot  and  Irish  peoples.  But  such  is 
not  the  case. 

Our  Scotch-Irish  forebears  had  been  transported  by 
English  Sovereigns  from  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland  to  Ul- 
ster or  North  Ireland.  The  transplanting  came  about  in 
this  way.  In  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth  I  and  of  James 
I,  Ireland  suffered  greatly  from  rebellions,  pestilence, 
and  famine.  These  conditions  greatly  decreased  the  pop- 
ulation in  the  Province  of  Ulster.  This  enabled  King 
James  to  easily  confiscate  half  a  million  acres  in  Ulster 
which  at  that  time  embraced  nine  counties.  About  the 
year  1610,  James  began  to  establish  his  ULSTER 
PLANTATION,  moving  large  numbers  of  people  from 
Scotland  and  England  into  counties  of  North  Ireland. 
The  Scottish  newcomers  being  thrifty,  energetic,  and 
skillful,  soon  made  Ulster  famous  by  its  prosperity.  The 
new  inhabitants  became  extensive  raisers  of  cattle  and 
sheep,  and  they  developed  woolen  and  linen  manufactur- 
ing on  a  large  scale.  This  cut  into  English  trade  to  such  an 
extent  that  the  British  Government  began  to  enact  laws 
that  made  it  difficult  for  the  Scotch  in  North  Ireland  to 
market  their  products.  Not  only  was  life  made  hard  for 
them  economically,  but  they  were  also  persecuted  for 
their  religious  faith.  "Under  the  first  Test  Act  of  1704, 
Ulster  Presbyterians  were  excluded  from  holding  civil 
and  military  offices,  from  practicing  law,  or  from 
teaching  school,  and  were  denied  many  other  civil  and 
religious  rights."5 

Scotch-Irish  Migrations.  It  was  not  surprising, 
therefore,  that  as  opportunities  opened  for  establishing 
homes  in  America,  many  came  to  this  country.  This 


movement  has  been  called  the  Scotch-Irish  Migration. 
"Between  the  years  1705  and  1775  five  hundred  thousand 
Scotch-Irish  migrated  to  America."6  Many  of  these  at 
first  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  later  moving  down  through 
the  Valley  of  Virginia,  and  at  last  settling  in  the  fertile 
Piedmont  section  of  the  Carolinas.  By  1750  this  move- 
ment into  western  North  Carolina  was  increasing  at  a 
rapid  pace,  many  settling  between  the  Yadkin  and 
Catawba  Rivers.  "In  a  single  winter  more  than  a  thou- 
sand Scotch-Irish  wagons  passed  through  the  little  village 
of  Salisbury."7 

The  First  Third  Creek  Settlers.  Out  of  such  a 
background  came  the  men  and  women  who  established 
the  original  "Third  Creek  Settlement".  The  first  white 
man  locating  in  this  whole  Third  Creek  area  was  Samuel 
Young.  On  March  25,  1751,  he  secured  from  the  Royal 
Governor  of  North  Carolina  a  warrant  for  400  acres  of 
land,  and  soon  thereafter  erected  his  residence  on  the 
south  side  of  Third  Creek  near  the  present  town  of 
Cleveland.  Born  in  North  Ireland,  he  had  come  as  a 
young  man  to  Pennsylvania.  The  Tax  Records  of  Chester 
County,  Pennsylvania,  show  Samuel  Young  as  a  resident 
of  New  Garden  Township  from  1748-1751 .  After  1751  he 
does  not  appear  in  the  Pennsylvania  records,  but  as 
shown  above,  appears  during  that  year  on  the  banks  of 
Third  Creek  in  Rowan  County,  N.  C.8  In  Pennsylvania 
he  had  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  William 
McKnight,  a  prosperous  resident  of  Chester  County.  Af- 
ter Young's  location  in  North  Carolina,  McKnight  also 
moved  southward,  he  and  his  family  settling  in  the  Cod- 
dle Creek  section.  Following  Young  within  a  year,  was 
his  brother-in-law,  John  Kerr,  who  had  married  Janet 
McKnight.  As  previously  noted,  he  secured  his  first  grant 
of  land  in  1752,  adjoining  that  of  Samuel  Young  on 
Third  Creek. 

Land:  How  Secured?  How  did  these  early  settlers  of 
Third  Creek  and  other  communities  acquire  their  land? 
Well,  in  several  ways.  Obviously,  the  Third  Creek  land 
was  unoccupied  prior  to  1750,  except  by  bands  of  Indians 
who  freely  roamed  the  territory  here  and  there.  It  is 
possible  that  a  few  white  families  may  have  settled  early 
as  "Squatters",  waiting  for  the  opportunity  to  secure 
land  titles.  Obviously,  however,  these  could  not  be 
secured  until  contact  was  made  with  a  land  agent 
representing  either  the  North  Carolina  Colonial  Govern- 
ment or  the  Earl  of  Granville.  Therefore,  in  some  in- 
stances, a  family  of  squatters  would  be  able  to  erect  a 
dwelling-house  and  live  on  a  tract  of  land  a  number  of 
years  before  coming  into  legal  possession.  At  this  late 
day,  however,  it  is  practically  impossible  to  point  out  in- 
dividual families  of  this  area  whose  forebears  acquired 
land  as  squatters. 

Granville's  Portion.  Students  of  Colonial  History  will 
remember  that  all  of  North  Carolina  from  1675  to  1729 


was  held  by  eight  Englishmen  known  as  Lords 
Proprietors.  In  1729  seven  of  the  Proprietors  sold  their 
part  of  Carolina  back  to  George  II.  Earl  Granville, 
however,  did  not  turn  his  part  back  to  the  king,  and  the 
boundaries  of  his  goodly  portion  of  the  Colony  were  fixed 
in  the  year  1743.  All  of  Rowan  County  (then  part  of 
Bladen  County)  was  in  Granville's  portion;  thus,  the 
Third  Creek  Settlers  would  obtain  their  grants  not  from 
his  Majesty,  George  II,  and  later  George  III,  but  from 
the  agents  of  Earl  Granville. 

Transportation  By  Mc  El  wraith.  One  of  the  earliest  of 
the  Third  Creek  Settlers  was  John  McElwraith.  Next  to 
Samuel  Young,  he  was  probably  the  largest  land  owner 
in  the  whole  area.  In  various  records  and  documents,  his 
name  has  been  given  many  spellings.  It  has  appeared  as: 
McElwrath,  McElrath,  Mcllwrath,  Mcllrath. 
McColroth,  McColrath,  McLurath,  McLewrath, 
Muckelwrath  and  McElwraith.  Most  of  the  Rowan 
records  showing  his  land  titles,  etc.,  give  his  name  as 
McElwraith. 

John  McElwraith  was  probably  born  in  Scotland, q 
though  he  could  have  been  a  native  of  North  Ireland. 
Evidently  as  a  boy  or  very  young  man  he  came  to  this 
country  with  his  father's  family.  He  appeared  in  the  Tax 
List  of  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania  in  1740.10  Within  a 
few  years  he  moved  to  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  for  in  1 747, 
his  name  appeared  in  the  membership  of  the  Tinkling 
Spring  Church  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia.  That  year, 
the  Pastor,  Dr.  John  Craig,  baptized  McElwraith's  four 
children:  Thomas,  Agnes,  Hannah  and  Jean." 

By  1753,  the  year  in  which  Rowan  County  was  formed, 
many  families  were  locating  in  the  Third  Creek  Settle- 
ment. Among  them  was  John  McElwraith,  who,  on 
November  26th,  obtained  his  first  grant  of  640  acres  of 
land  on  the  north  side  of  Third  Creek.  "McElwraith  was 
evidently  a  man  of  means,  for  he  acquired  nearly  three 
thousand  acres  on  Third  Creek  between  1753  and  1759, 
North  Carolina  Land  Grants  VI,  187,  188,  198."12 

In  thinking  of  the  rapid  development  of  Third  Creek 
and  other  Rowan  Settlements  of  the  early  1750's,  one 
marvels  that  so  great  a  number  of  the  settlers  were  able 
to  make  the  long  journey  with  their  families  and 
household  effects,  from  Virginia,  Pennsylvania  and  other 
northern  points,  especially  those  who  had  no  livestock 
and  moving  equipment.  In  this  connection,  McElwraith 
is  credited  with  rendering  a  most  helpful  service.  "Some 
of  these  grants  were  given  him  (McElwraith)  for 
transporting  persons,  bringing  in  settlers  to  North 
Carolina,  and  for  each  settler  'fetched  in'  he  received  50 
acres  of  land,  and  the  settler  received  land  also."" 
Evidently  these  were  concessions  made  by  the  Earl  of 
Granville  and  his  land  agents,  encouraging  families  to 
settle  in  these  areas.  This  is  further  evidence  that 
McElwraith  was  either  a  man  of  means,  as  Robert  Ram- 


sey believed,  or  that  he  rapidly  acquired  considerable 
means,  for  a  large  service  of  this  kind  would  require  a 
goodly  number  of  horses,  wagons,  etc. 

Rev.  James,  son  of  George  Knox,  was  born  and  reared 
on  land  directly  across  Third  Creek  from  the  John 
McElwraith  estate.  Knox  stated:  "A  man  by  the  name  of 
McElwraith  owned  a  great  amount  of  land  on  both  sides 
of  the  creek  probably,  and  had  large  droves  of  horses."14 

At  times  McElwaith  held  responsible  positions  in  the 
public  affairs  of  Rowan  County,  sometimes  as  Road 
Commissioner,  and  in  various  other  places  of  work.  He 
served  one  or  more  terms  as  Constable,  receiving  his  first 
appointment  to  this  position  on  October  12,  1754. I5 

"Samuel  Young,  Planter".  The  Provincial  Government 
seems  to  have  acquired  tracts  of  land  of  considerable  size 
from  Granville,  because,  as  noted  above,  Samuel 
Young's  first  grant  of  400  acres  was  from  the  North 
Carolina  Colonial  Government.  By  the  time  Rowan 
County  was  set  up,  he,  John  Kerr,  and  a  number  of 
others  had  already  secured  many  thousands  of  acres  in 
the  Third  Creek  Settlement.  Samuel  Young  himself, 
eventually  came  into  possession  of  6,600  acres  in  Rowan. 
These  together  with  an  additional  7,000  which  he  held  in 
Anson  and  Mecklenburg  Counties,  made  him  the  owner 
of  nearly  14,000  acres.  In  many  documents  of  that 
generation  he  is  referred  to  as  "Samuel  Young,  Planter", 
the  term  indicating  that  not  only  did  he  own  large  tracts 
of  land,  but  that  he  was  also  the  possessor  of  50  or  more 
slaves,  and  was  not  just  an  average  farmer. 

The  traveler  who  leaves  Salisbury  on  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Railroad,  after  passing  over  Grant's 
Creek  and  Second  Creek,  will  begin  to  see,  on  his  right,  a 
wooded  range  of  hills  or  small  mountains  looming  up 
nearby.  It  is  only  a  few  hundred  feet  in  height,  yet  high 
enough  to  be  seen  for  twenty  or  thirty  miles  around. 
Here  the  Indian's  watchfire,  or  signal  fire  beacon,  would 
have  flashed  its  light  to  different  mountain  peaks  —  to 
Dunn's  Mountain,  to  the  Pilot,  and  to  King's  Mountain, 
sixty  miles  away  to  the  southward.  This  eminence  is 
called  YOUNG'S  MOUNTAIN,  and  is  named  after 
Samuel  Young. 

Somewhere  about  1750  an  Irishman  (Samuel  Young) 
came  over  the  waters,  and  joined  in  the  stream  of 
emigration  that  was  flowing  through  Western  Carolina. 
With  a  skill  that  marked  him  out  as  a  man  of  foresight, 
he  selected,  entered,  or  purchased  a  body  of  land  con- 
taining not  less  than  four  thousand  acres,  the  richest  in 
Rowan  County.  It  lay  up  and  down  Third  Creek  from 
the  Church  to  Neely's  old  mill,  a  distance  of  three  or 
four  miles  and  included  the  mountain  mentioned 
above.1" 

Scotch-Irish  Terminology  In  The  Third  Creek  Area.  As 

previously  noted,  most  of  the  early  Third  Creek  Settlers 
were  Scotch-Irish.  The  Scotch-Irish  terminology  has 
adhered  to  these  people  down  through  succeeding  genera- 
tions. The  name  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  which  meets  in 
the  town  of  Cleveland,  two  miles  from  Third  Creek 
Church  is  "Scotch  Ireland  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M."  And 


to  the  northwest  is  an  area  embracing  a  goodly  section  of 
the  Third  Creek  Congregation  known  as  "Scotch  Irish 
Township". 

2.  Period  of  The  French  and  Indian  War.  Three  things 
should  be  noted  particularly  in  this  period  of  approx- 
imately ten  years:  the  retirement  and  settlement  of  the 
Rev.  John  Thomson;  the  journey  of  the  Rev.  Hugh 
McAden;  and  the  early  effects  upon  the  Colonists  of  the 
French  and  Indian  War.  All  three  of  these  had  a  close 
relationship  to  the  Third  Creek  Settlers. 

Thomson's  Preaching  Stand.  True  to  the  nature  and 
practice  of  American  Colonists  in  general,  the  Cathey 
Settlers  and  Third  Creek  Settlers,  from  the  very  begin- 
ing,  began  planning  not  only  for  preaching  services,  but 
to  effect  organized  Churches  as  soon  as  possible. 
Cathey's  Meeting-House  (name  changed  to  Thyatira  in 
1764)  undoubtedly  was  the  first  Presbyterian  Church 
organized  in  Rowan  County.  Settlement  of  the  Cathey 
community  had  started  at  least  a  year  or  two  earlier  than 
that  of  Third  Creek.  The  original  Third  Creek  Settlers, 
particularly  the  Kerrs  and  Youngs  were  closely 
associated  in  business  and  county  affairs  with  the  early 
families  of  the  Cathey  community.  Samuel  Young  owned 
a  large  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  Cathey  Meeting-House 
property. 

Brandon  was  a  very  prominent  family  in  the  early  days 
of  Rowan  County.  Two  or  more  branches  of  this  family 
located  in  the  Cathey  Settlement.  James  Brandon, 
however,  as  will  be  shown  in  a  later  chapter,  located 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Third  Creek  Congregation.  The 
above  mentioned  persons  and  others  of  their  respective 
communities  were  zealous  in  promoting  religious  work 
and  worship.  They  had  some  early  success,  crowned  by 
removal  of  the  Rev.  John  Thomson  in  1751,  from  the 
Valley  of  Virginia.  In  that  same  year  he  began  itinerary 
services  in  this  area.  The  Presbyterian  Encyclopedia  says 
that  Thomson  visited  North  Carolina  in  1744  and  again 
in  1751  and  that  he  died  in  1753  in  Centre,  N.  C.17 
William  Henry  Foote  also,  in  Sketches  of  North 
Carolina,  mentions  Thomson's  two  visits  to  North 
Carolina,  but  gives  very  few  details.  Rumple  gives  the 
best  account  of  Thomson's  work  in  this  area.  He  wrote: 

The  Rev.  John  Thomson  came  into  this  region  as  early 
as  1751,  and  settled  near  Centre  Church.  He  preached  at 
F-ourth  Creek,  and  various  other  stations  in  Rowan 
County  for  about  two  years  ...  He  had  one  Preaching 
Station  near  where  Third  Creek  Church  now  is.1* 

This  station  could  have  been  a  stand  under  a  large  tree, 
or  a  brush  arbor.  It  was  on  land  owned  by  Samuel 
Young,  and  probably  on  what  is  now  the  site  of  the 
church. 

Since  Thomson  was  the  first  minister  whose  voice 
echoed  over  the  Third  Creek   ground,  some  mention 


should  be  made  of  his  background,  his  work,  and  es 
pecially  his  influence  in  this  area.  In  1952  a  memorial  to 
him  was  adopted  by  Concord  Presbytery,  at  which  time  a 
monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  at  his  grave.  There 
had  been  no  marker  at  his  grave  up  to  this  time.  The 
following  quotations  from  this  memorial  help  to  clarify 
his  place  and  work  in  the  life  of  our  church. 

THE  REV.  MR.  JOHN  THOMSON  1690-1753 

The  Rev.  John  Thomson,  pioneer,  teacher  and  writer, 
was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Glasgow  with  the 
degree  of  M.  A.  in  1710-17  1  1.  He  was  licensed  to  preach 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Ardmagh,  Ireland,  June  23,  1713. 

He  came  to  New  York  with  his  wife  and  family  in 
1715.  He  was  an  original  member  of  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  which  met  first  in  Septem- 
ber, 1717,  and  was  twice  elected  Moderator  of  that 
highest  Court  of  the  Church,  in  1719  and  again  in  1722. 
He  was  first  to  propose  by  overture  to  the  Synod  the 
adoption  of  the  Westminister  Confession  of  Faith,  the 
Larger  and  Shorter  Catechisms,  and  the  Book  of  Church 
Order  as  the  Standards  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
America.  This  Adopting  Act  was  finally  passed  in  1729. 
For  35  years  he  served  Churches  in  Delaware, 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  pioneering  in  the  latter  state 
in  1738  or  1739,  and  again  in  a  settled  Pastorate  in  1744- 
51. 

At  the  General  Synod  at  Philadelphia,  May  24,  1744, 
'a  representation  from  many  people  in  North  Carolina 
was  laid  before  the  Synod,  showing  their  desolate  condi- 
tion, and  requesting  Synod  to  take  their  estate  into  con- 
sideration .  .  .  Ordered  that  Mr.  Thomson  correspond 
with  them'  (Synod's  Records). 

Several  historians  say  he  visited  North  Carolina  in  this 
year  1744,  soon  after  his  settlement  in  Virginia. 

However,  we  have  no  positive  proof  of  his  presence 
here  until  1751.  If  he  made  the  trip  to  North  Carolina  as 
early  as  1744.  it  is  not  likely  that  he  came  beyond  the 
Yadkin  River  as  settlement  was  very  sparse  in  this  region 
at  that  time. 

He  came  to  North  Carolina  in  1751,  probably  in  the 
summer,  and  built  a  cabin  near  the  home  of  his  son-in- 
law.  Samuel  Baker,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
on  Dawson's  Creek  .  .  . 

Local  tradition  and  the  best  authorities  say  that  at  his 
death  in  1753  his  daughters  had  him  buried  under  the 
floor  of  his  house.  Some  years  later,  1757  or  1758 
Samuel  Baker,  his  son-in-law,  died,  and  according  to  the 
family  and  local  tradition,  was  buried  beside  his  father- 
in-law,  thus  beginning  what  is  still  known  as  Baker's 
Graveyard  .  .  .  " 

Within  the  last  few  years,  by  means  of  construction  o 
a  huge  dam  on  the  Catawba  River,  the  site  of  Baker' 
Graveyard  is  now  covered  with  water.  But  before  the  are; 
was  flooded,  Thomson's  grave  was  removed  a  short  dis 
tance  to  the  historic  cemetery  of  old  Centre  Church  a 
Mourn  Mourne. 

From  the  deed  to  Cathey's  Meeting-House  property 
dated  January  18,  1753,  reliable  deduction  can  be  mad< 
that  John  Thomson  was  Cathey's  minister  at  that  time 
He  was  then  engaged  in  a  keen  controversy  raging  amon 


imerican  Presbyterians.  Since  this  controversy  had  a 
rofound  influence  on  the  religious  attitudes  of  the 
:athey  and  Third  Creek  Settlers,  it  is  well  to  take  note  of 
le  issues  involved. 

The  General  Synod,  as  noted  in  the  Thomson 
/[emorial  above,  was  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  formed 
i  1717.  In  1741  this  Synod,  divided  by  the  Old  Side  and 
Jew  Side  controversy,  separated  into  two  Synods,  the 
lynod  of  New  York,  representing  the  New  Side,  and  the 
lynod  of  Philadelphia,  the  Old.  This  schism  lasted  seven- 
;en  years.  The  two  Synods  re-united  in  1758.  The  split 
'as  the  result  of  a  twofold  controversy.  One  point  of  dif- 
;rence  related  to  the  education  of  young  men  for  the 
linistry.  The  Old  Side  forces  felt  that  ministerial  stu- 
ents  should  cross  the  Atlantic  and  do  their  theological 
tudies  in  the  Scottish  Universities,  while  the  New  Side 
hought  they  should  remain  in  America  and  pursue  their 
tudies  in  the  colleges  recently  formed  in  this  country.  A 
econd  cause  of  the  division  went  deeper.  Beginning 
.bout  1735,  a  "Great  Awakening",  as  it  was  called,  i.  e., 
n  intensive  revival  movement  swept  through  the 
Colonies,  especially  in  New  England  and  the  Middle 
Ulantic  areas.  Among  the  principal  leaders  in  this  move- 
nent  were  great  preachers  like  Jonathan  Edwards  and 
Jeorge  Whitefield.  The  New  Side  forces  were 
nthusiastic  in  their  support  of  this  awakening,  while  the 
)ld  Side  would  have  none  of  it.  The  Old  Side  felt  there 
'as  entirely  too  much  emotion  in  this  kind  of  religious 
xperience. 

It  was  the  old  conservative  Synod  of  Philadelphia 
'hich  promoted  the  earliest  Presbyterian  development  in 
le  North  Carolina  Piedmont. 


The  Presbyterian  Signers 

The  Declaration  of  Independence 

1776-1976 

JOHN  WITHERSPOON 

John  Witherspoon  (1723-1794)  was  the  only  active 
clergyman  to  sign  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Born 
in  Scotland,  he  was  called  to  the  presidency  of  the 
College  of  New  Jersey  (Princeton)  in  1766,  and  arrived 
on  the  shores  of  the  New  World  two  years  later. 

A  man  of  great  talents  and  extensive  interests, 
Witherspoon  crowded  many  activities  into  the  twenty-six 
years  he  lived  in  America.  In  addition  to  his  distinguished 
role  in  the  Continental  Congress,  he  served  as  a  member 
of  the  New  Jersey  Senate,  the  New  Jersey  Assembly  and 
the  state  constitutional  convention  in  1787.  As  the  sixth 
president  of  Nassau  Hall,  he  also  carried  on  the  pastoral 
duties  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Princeton. 

Witherspoon  was  an  influential  leader  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  in  1789  presided  at  the  opening 
session  of  the  first  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
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ROWAN  SETTLERS  BROUGHT  RELIGION 
FROM  OLD  WORLD 


By  James  S. 
Post  Staff 

A  desire  for  religious  freedom  was  not  the  attractive 
Dree  that  drew  thousands  of  settlers  into  Rowan  County 
1  the  middle  of  the  18th  century.  It  was  land. 

Although  not  free,  land  was  very  cheap  in  northwest 
Carolina.  Whereas  50  acres  sold  for  seven  pounds  10 
hillings  ($37.50)  in  Pennsylvania  in  1750,  twice  that 
luch  could  be  purchased  in  Granville's  District  of  which 
Lowan  was  a  part  for  five  shillings  ($1.25). 

Overcrowded  conditions  in  the  middle  colonies  com- 
ined  with  Indian  troubles,  boundry  disputes,  high  cost 
f  consumer  goods  all  were  forces,  that  propelled  settlers 
ward  the  South  and  into  Piedmont  Carolina. 

Yet  these  peoples  brought  with  them  their  religious 
eritage  from  the  old  country  that  had  stood  the  test  of 
me  in  the  new  world.  Regardless  of  demoninational  dif- 
jrences  they  all  shared  one  thing  in  common.  The 
hurch  stood  as  the  primary  basis  of  government  on  the 
)cal  level. 

An  early  Rowan  settler  regarded  himself  first  as  a 
lember  of  a  particular  church  congregation,  then  as  a 
itizen  of  the  county  in  which  he  lived.  From  this  the  term 
bounds"  of  a  particular  congregation  came  into  being, 
or  instance  a  member  of  Center  Church  lived  within  the 
ounds  of  that  church.  It  would  be  most  unusual  if  family 
ved  near  Thyatira  Church  and  attended  Center  Church 

dozen  or  so  miles  to  the  west. 

The  church  in  the  18th  century  was  the  center  for  the 
fe  of  a  rural  people.  The  church  was  the  gathering  place 
/here  any  important  business  was  transacted  or  social 
vent  held,  and  while  the  county  court  handled  land  titles 
nd  serious  crimes,  the  church  took  care  of  most  legal 
ases  between  members  of  a  particular  congregation. 

Law  suits  that  could  be  settled  by  the  church  were. 
Members  of  the  same  church  who  got  into  land  disputes 
nore  often  than  not  let  the  church  officials  decide  the 
natter.  And  of  course,  morals  were  strictly  attended  to 
iy  the  church  in  matters  of  marriages,  sexual  liberties, 
hefts,  and  minor  crimes. 

The  church  then,  for  the  early  settler  was  the  center  of 


Brawley 
Writer 

his  life  and  many  a  head  of  family  never  saw  the  county 
seat  in  his  entire  life.  Everything  that  could  be  settled  by 
the  church  was.  This  was  natural,  as  the  distance  to  his 
church  was  much  shorter,  often,  than  the  distance  to  the 
county  court.  And  it  was  far  cheaper. 

This  practice  of  church  control  or  grassroot  level  con- 
tinued even  up  to  the  Civil  War.  And  it  was  the  general 
practice  of  every  denomination  in  Rowan  County. 

What  education  there  was  in  the  county  was  carried  on 
by  the  churches.  Few  "Old  Field"  schools  existed  in 
Rowan  in  the  early  days.  Ministers  such  as  The  Rev. 
Charles  Storch,  Gottfried  Arendt,  Samuel  E.  McCorkle, 
James  Hall  and  Dr.  David  Caldwell  conducted  fine 
schools  for  the  children  of  their  congregations.  Although 
few  in  number  these  ministers  comprised  the  best 
educated  men  in  the  county  many  receiving  their  degrees 
in  Europe  or  at  the  College  of  New  Jersey  (Princeton). 

Whereas  the  church  formed  the  keystone  for  local 
government,  education  and  society  in  the  rural  areas,  it 
was  almost  absent  in  the  towns  in  the  Granville  District. 
It  was  not  until  1768  that  a  church  was  erected  in 
Salisbury  and  not  until  1825  that  a  second  one  was  es- 
tablished. And  for  a  long  period  following  the  Revolution 
there  was  no  organized  religious  demonstration  in  the 
county  seat. 

Authors  such  as  Rumple,  Wilson  and  Hunter  have 
emphasized  the  devout,  God-fearing  qualities  in  the  early 
settler.  Yet  there  is  considerable  evidence  to  indicate  that 
they  had  the  same  human  failings  common  among  their 
descendants  today. 

Just  as  the  case  today,  petty  offenses  were  common, 
major  crimes  less  so.  No  one  was  executed  for  murder  in 
Rowan  from  1753  to  1762,  but  other  types  of  crime  were 
common  and  sometimes  comical. 

One  man  by  the  name  of  Mclwrath  was  termed  a  bar- 
barian for  refusing  to  allow  the  original  members  of 
Third  Creek  Church  to  make  roads  through  his  land  to 
attend  church. 
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PRESBYTERIAN 

The  first  religious  group  to  enter  Rowan  County  were 
the  Presbyterians.  This  is  evident  as  they  took  up  the  best 
lands  in  the  county.  Their  German  neighbors  consisting 
of  Lutherans  and  German  Reformers  came  a  short  time 
later.  The  English  consisting  of  Anglicans  and  Baptists 
were  here  at  the  earliest,  but  far  few  in  numbers. 

Robert  Ramsey  states  in  his  monumental  work 
"Carolina  Cradle"  that  James  Cathey  and  his  son, 
George  "were  leaders  in  the  organization  of  what  was 
probably  the  first  English-speaking  settlement  to  be  es- 
tablished in  North  Carolina  (or  indeed,  in  the  entire 
South,  exclusive  of  Virginia)  so  far  from  a  navigable 
river." 

Moreover,  he  avers  that  it  was  on  George  Cathey's 
land  that  the  settlers  constructed  the  earliest  known 
religious  edifice  west  of  the  Yadkin-Thyatira 
Presbyterian  Church  at  present  Mill  Bridge. 

At  least  14  families  were  in  the  "Irish  Settlement"  as 
Thyatira  was  then  called  by  the  spring  of  1749  and  the 
number  of  newcomers  increased  rapidly  thereafter. 

Another  early  Presbyterian  settlement  congregated  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  David's  Creek  in  present  Iredell 
County  that  became  the  nucleus  of  the  Center 
Presbyterian  Congregation  established  sometime  beween 
1752  and  1755. 

The  Fourth  Creek  congregation  at  present  Statesville 
was  established  shortly  afterwards  consisting  of  Scottish 
and  Scotch-Irish  from  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland.  The 
congregation's  most  distinguished  son,  William  Sharp,  a 
member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  drew  a  map  of  the 
early  bounds  of  Fourth  Creek  Church,  the  original  of 
which  is  in  the  Statesville  Public  Library. 

From  these  churches  others  were  later  formed.  The 
nearest  neighbor  of  Thyatira  is  her  daughter,  Back 
Creek,  set  off  in  1805  as  a  result  of  the  great  revival  of 
1802.  Members  of  Thyatira  who  agreed  that  the  revival 
movement  was  the  right  course  and  against  the  opinion 
of  the  Rev.  S.  E.  McCorkle  pulled  out  and  established 
their  own  church  five  miles  distant  on  Back  Creek.  The 
present  church  building  was  erected  in  1855. 

Third  Creek  Church  and  Unity  Church,  located  five 
miles  further  east,  were  organized  probably  about  the 
same  period  in  1792.  The  Rev.  James  D.  Kilpatrick  is 
thought  to  have  been  the  first  pastor  of  these  churches.  It 
was  Kilpatrick  who  also  organized  Joppa  Church  now 
removed  to  Mocksville  but  at  that  time  in  Rowan 
County. 

Bethpage  Church  situated  midway  between  Thyatira 
and  Poplar  Tent  was  organized  before  1795.  Here 
Orange  Presbytery  met  the  last  time  before  the  Concord 
Presbyterian  was  set  off. 


FRANKLIN 

Another  offshoot  of  Thyatira  is  Franklin  Church 
organized  by  the  Rev.  Franklin  Watts  in  1829  and  has 
been  generally  associated  with  Joppa  in  pastoral  connec- 
tions. 

Although  the  Rev.  S.  E.  McCorkle  held  services  in 
Salisbury  at  the  courthouse,  on  church  organization,  was 
effected  in  the  county  seat  until  1821  when  the  Rev.  Otis 
Freeman,  principal  of  the  Salisbury  Academy,  es- 
tablished the  First  Church  in  1825  the  Salisbury 
Presbyterians  erected  their  first  church  building. 

These  Presbyterian  enclaves  not  only  formed  tight 
political  units,  but  also  provided  education  for  children  of 
the  congregation.  Presbyterians,  unlike  their  German 
neighbors,  took  the  lead  in  political  activity  in  the  county 
throughout  the  colonial  period  and  extending  even  to  the 
Civil  War.  Presbyterian  candidates  were  generally 
assured  of  votes  from  their  own  groups  and  thus  became 
leaders  of  political  thought  in  Rowan. 

Names  on  the  Rowan  Committee  of  Safety  are 
Scotch-Irish  indicating  their  religious  affiliation.  The 
military  leaders  in  Rowan  during  the  Revolution  —  Grif- 
fith Rutherford,  Matthew  and  Francis  Lock  —  were  all 
Presbyterians.  And  so  it  goes  down  through  history  until 
at  least  1860. 

Their  efforts  in  education  paid  off.  First  there  was 
Crowfield  Academy  first  run  by  the  Rev.  David  Caldwell 
that  educated  many  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  from  the 
bounds  of  Center  Church.  Later  in  1793  the  Rev.  Samuel 
E.  McCorkle  opened  a  grammar  school  called  the  Zion 
Parnassus  Academy  one  mile  from  Thyatira  Church 
McCorkle  had  headed  the  Salisbury  Academy  es 
tablished  in  1785  and  closed  in  1792.  He  was  a  prime 
mover  in  the  establishment  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  and  barely  missed  being  named  its  first  presi 
dent.  McCorkle  Square  on  the  University  grounds  is 
named  for  him. 

Likewise  the  Rev.  James  Hall,  the  soldier-preacher  of 
the  Revolution  and  pastor  of  the  Fourth  Creek  Con- 
gregation, established  Clio's  Nursery  on  Snow  Creek  in 
present  Iredell  County  shortly  after  the  Revolution 
Besides  this  "Nursery"  Hall  opened  at  his  own  house  ar 
"Academy  of  Sciences."  Primarily  a  mathematician  (he 
was  offered  a  place  as  mathematics  teacher  at  graduatior 
from  Princeton)  he  was  also  an  English  scholar  and  wrot( 
the  earliest  textbook  in  North  Carolina  on  grammar. 

Dr.  Hugh  R.  Hall  gathered  around  him  the  youth  o 
Rowan  and  Iredell  counties  at  Bethany  Church  to  teaci 
them  the  classics  and  mathematics  at  Ebenzer  Acaderm 
in  present  Iredell. 

Rowan  Presbyterians  were  the  leaders  in  the  establish 
ment  of  Davidson  College  in  the  1830s.  It  was  a 
Prospect  Church,  Rowan,  that  the  college  was  organizet 
in  1836. 


THE  PICTURE  OF  THE  FIRST  CHURCH  AND  MEETING  HOUSE 


This  sketch  depicts  the  first  church  and  meeting  house 
s  the  artist  and  the  author  believe  it  could  have  looked 
v'hen  it  was  erected  in  1828.  This  drawing  is  based  on  all 
he  information  we  were  able  to  find  and  our  ideas  and 
eelings  of  what  the  first  congregation  would  have  erected 
or  their  Lord.  This  church  served  the  community  until  it 
v'as  destroyed  by  lightening,  along  with  church  records, 
ometime  between  the  spring  of  1874  and  the  spring  of 
875. 

Prior  to  building  the  first  church  the  congregation  met 
n  a  log  cabin,  commonly  called  "the  meeting  house", 
v'hich  doubled  as  the  school  house  and  center  for  public 
atherings.  It  was  located  in  about  the  middle  of  the  pre- 
ent  cemetery,  near  the  granite  wall. 


As  time  passed,  the  congregation  grew  and  the  cabin 
became  a  less  than  adequate  place  to  worship  God  so, 
they  decided  to  purchased  land  and  erect  a  beautiful 
sanctuary.  For  this  project  they  purchased  twelve  and 
one  fourth  acres  of  land  from  Benjamin  Howard  for 
thirty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cent.  From  this  land  came 
the  basic  structural  material  for  the  first  and  second 
churches.  The  first  trustees  for  Franklin  Church  were 
George  Thomason,  John  Elliott,  William  Fiethman, 
Forrester  Monroe  and  Thomas  Kincaid. 

Later  when  the  first  church  was  destroyed  by  lighten- 
ing the  second  church  was  erected.  It  was  completed  and 
dedicated  on  October  7,  1875. 
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FRANKLIN  CHURCH  ROWAN  COUNTY 
NOVEMBER  22,  1875  COPY 

"On  Sunday  last  new  Presbyterian  Church,  at 
Franklin,  in  this  county  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of 
Almighty  God.  Accepting  the  offer  of  a  seat  behind  Capt. 
P.  B.  Kennedy's  span  of  bays,  we  drove  out  to  find  an  im- 
mense concourse  of  people  assembled,  including  quite  a 
number  from  town.  The  church  was  packed  at  an  early 
hour,  not  more  than  half  the  crowd  being  able  to  squeeze 
in.  Two  sermons  were  preached,  and  the  rite  of  baptism, 
and  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  administered,  in 
addition  to  the  dedicating  services.  Between  the  sermons 
the  whole  grove  was  spread  out  with  tables,  loaded  down 
with  dinner,  and  all  present  are  amply  fed.  The  new 
church  is  a  credit  to  the  Franklin  people.  It  is  a  handsome 
frame  structure,  36  by  58  feet,  including  vestibule,  above 
which  is  a  gallery.  Painted  within  and  without,  with 
handsome  pulpit,  elegant  lamps,  comfortable  pews,  con- 
venient book  racks,  etc.,  and  will  seat  nearly  as  many 
persons  as  any  church  in  Salisbury. 

There  was  aprotracted  service  at  this  church  from 
Thursday  of  last  week  to  Monday  night  of  this,  conduc- 
ted by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mack,  of  Rocky  River;  Rev.  Mr. 
Crawford,  the  Evangelist;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Rumple,  of 
Salisbury,  resulting  in  an  addition  of  12  members. 

The  community  at  Franklin  is  one  of  the  most  thriving 
to  be  found  anywhere,  and  of  it  we  shall  have  more  to  say 
hereafter.  By  the  way,  we  learn  from  Maj.  N.  F.  Hall, 
how  this  church  came  to  be  named  Franklin.  The  Maj. 
says  he  went  to  school  there  in  1821,  and  at  a  little  later 
time  Rev.  Franklin  Watt,  a  Presbyterian  divine, 
preached  in  a  school  house  near  where  the  present  church 
stands.  During  his  ministry,  probably  about  1826,  a 
church  was  built,  and  in  his  honor  it  was  named  Franklin, 
which  name  the  community,  and  eventually  the  township 
took.  "He,  being  dead,  yet  speaketh." 
*     *     * 

"It  was  not  long,  however,  before  members  undertook 
to  rebuild.  The  Carolina  Watchman  published  in 
Salisbury  announced  on  May  6,  1875,  that  bids  for  the 
new  church  at  Franklin  were  in  the  hands  of  William 
Thomason  and  that  A.  L.  Hall  was  chairman  of  the 
building  committee.  Five  months  later  the  Watchman 
carried  a  news  story  that  "the  elegant  new  church  at 
Franklin  is  completed,  built  by  John  Fraley  and  George 
Shuman,  which  speaks  well  for  their  skill  as  mechanics." 
Members  undertook  this  task  without  the  services  of  a 
minister  and  it  was  some  time  before  they  obtained  one." 

"Meanwhile  the  community  of  Franklin  was  growing 
and  the  editor  of  the  Salisbury  newspaper  took  note  of  it 
in  September,  1875.  Franklin  is  the  name  of  a  stylish  lit- 
tle village  running  up  in  Franklin  Township  about  four 
miles  from  Salisbury.  It  already  boasts  of  two  churches, 


a  splendid  school  called  the  Franklin  Academy;  a 
carriage  manufactury,  a  steam  saw  and  grist  mill  and 
cotton  gin  and  a  blacksmith  shop.  The  article  continued 
to  say  that  other  new  buildings  were  in  progress  and  that 
excellent  buggies  were  being  turned  out  by  Charles  L. 
Reaves." 

"Franklin  was  formally  established  as  a  community  in 
1884  when  a  post  office  was  installed  there  on  May  1st 
with  John  L.  Ketchy  as  postmaster.  But  it  went  under  the 
name  of  Zeb  and  not  Franklin.  The  village  was  served 
with  daily  mail  by  the  Mocksville  line,  passing  to  and 
from  Salisbury." 

"With  the  establishment  of  Zeb  the  Carolina 
Watchman  proudly  announced  that  Franklin  is  growing 
up  and  prosperity  seems  to  be  the  lot  of  the  place.  Mr.  J. 
L.  Ketchy  has  a  large  store,  where  the  post  office  was 
located,  and  they  have  a  good  school  and  neat  churches, 
all  supported  by  an  intelligent  and  thrifty  community." 


FRANKLIN 

Franklin  was  formally  established  as  a  community  on 
May  1 ,  1 884,  when  the  post  office  was  installed,  however, 
the  post  office  was  called  "ZEB".  The  first  postmaster 
was  Mr.  John  L.  Ketchy  who  owned  and  operated  a  large 
general  store.  The  post  office  was  located  in  the  southern 
end  of  the  same  building  that  housed  the  store  and  a 
splendid  school  called  Franklin  Academy.  The  school 
was  run  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Brown,  assisted  by  L.  P.  Sherer. 
This  large  building  was  situated  south  of  Ridge  Road 
West  and  facing  the  New  Mocksville  Highway  (Now 
Highway  601).  Another  large  building  housing  a 
blacksmith's  shop  and  a  buggy  manufacturer,  faced 
Ridge  Road  East  from  the  North.  And  yet  another  large 
building  located  North  of  Ridge  Road  West  and  facing 
the  New  Mocksville  Highway,  there  was  a  steam  cotton 
gin  and  grist  mill.  Behind  these  operations  was  a  steam 
saw  mill.  This  made  up  the  business  section  of  original 
Franklin  Community. 

*     *     * 

There  is  a  community  about  four  miles  west  of 
Salisbury  in  Rowan  County,  N.  C.  with  a  post  office 
named  "Zeb".  In  this  community  the  Presbyterians  had 
a  meeting  house  they  used  before  they  built  their  first 
church  in  1828.  This  meeting  house  stood  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  present  cemetery  and  about  two  hundred  feet 
northwest  from  the  present  church.  In  this  meeting  house 
in  1828  the  Rev.  William  Franklin  Watts  organized  the 
church,  which  was  later  built  and  was  located  about  fifty 
feet  west  of  the  present  church.  In  this  same  year  on 
April  28  the  church  purchased  twelve  and  one  half  acres 
of  land  from  Benjamin  Howard  for  $37.50.  The  deed  for 
this  land  was  not  recorded  in  the  Register  of  Deeds  office 
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in  Salisbury,  N.  C.  until  87  years  later  in  April  of  1915. 

The  newly  organized  congregation  named  the  church 
after  the  Rev.  Watts  and  about  this  time  Franklin 
Church  began  praying  that  the  Concord  Presbytery 
would  take  them  in  and  make  them  a  member  of  the 
Presbytery,  which  they  did  on  April  2,  1829.  The 
township  took  on  the  name  of  Franklin  in  1868,  re- 
placing its  former  name  of  "Zeb"  and  Franklin  is  the 
name  of  the  township  today. 

The  second  sanctuary  of  Franklin  Church  was  con- 
structed between  1874  and  1875.  The  sanctuary  was 
thirty  feet  wide  and  sixty  feet  long.  The  main  structural 
lumber  was  forest  pine  and  the  roof  was  red  oak  shingles, 
which  were  made  on  the  job.  The  outside  was  weather- 
board 7  inches  wide  and  %  of  an  inch  thick.  The  inside 
was  sealed  with  6  inch  wide  by  Vi  inch  thick  tongue  and 
grooved  planks.  The  pews  were  forest  pine  planks  14  to 
16  inches  wide  and  VA  to  Wi  inches  thick.  The  flooring 
was  tongue-and-grooved  forest  pine  planks  6  inches  wide 
and  l'/s  inches  thick.  The  lighting  system  consisted  of  oil 
lamps.  There  were  ten  lamps  on  the  outside  walls  and  two 
lamps  on  stands  in  the  pulpit.  The  heating  plant  consisted 
of  two  wood  burning  stoves,  one  on  the  right  and  one  on 
the  left.  These  stoves  were  half-way  up  each  isle  on  the 
outside  wall,  but  the  flue  was  in  the  middle  of  the  church. 
Pipes  ran  from  the  stoves  to  the  flue  and  this  helped  to 
heat  the  church. 

When  you  entered  the  vestibule  there  were  two  isles, 
one  on  the  right  and  one  on  the  left.  The  women  used  the 
one  on  the  right  and  the  men  used  the  one  of  the  left. 
Also,  there  was  a  partition  in  the  middle  of  the  church 
about  30  inches  high.  The  women  would  take  the  girls  in 
on  the  right  and  the  men  would  take  the  boys  in  on  the 
left.  Over  the  vestibule  in  the  balcony  there  were  pews 
that  the  slaves  occupied  during  the  church  services.  There 
was  a  small  foot  pump  organ  that  was  located  in  the  front 
on  the  right  side  of  the  church  where  the  ladies  sat. 
Besides  the  two  lamps  on  stands  in  the  pulpit  there  was  a 
two  seat  upholstered  straight  back  couch  that  the 
ministers  used.  There  were  two  additional  small  chairs 
and  a  small  table  located  in  the  pulpit  and  used  by  the 
ministers. 


FRANKLIN  COMMUNITY 

The  Community  of  Franklin  is  one  of  the  greatest  in 
North  Carolina.  It  has  families  that  live  and  work  for 
God.  This  community  has  the  reputation  of  building  the 
first  Church  in  1828,  then  calling  a  minister;  building  the 
second  Church  in  1875,  then  calling  a  minister;  building 
the  Manse,  without  a  minister;  and  Planning  and  starting 
the  Educational  Building,  and  the  third  Church,  again, 
before  the  minister  arrived  in  Franklin.  This  is  just  a 


small  portion  of  the  evidence  which  indicates  the  real 
Christian  fiber  in  the  Franklin  Community.  The  past  and 
present  members  of  the  Church  Congregation  have  been 
and  are  great  workers  for  the  Lord. 

Carolina  Watchman 

Salisbury,  North  Carolina 

June  19,  1875 

"FRANKLIN  TOWNSHIP" 

A  splendid  school  called  the  Franklin  Academy  run 
by  Rev.  H.  M.  Brown  and  assisted  by  L.  P.  Sherer 

Agreeable  to  the  public  notice  previously  given,  a  por- 
tion of  the  voters  of  said  township  met  at  the  Franklin 
Academy  at  10  o'clock  P.M.  and  the  meeting  was  or- 
ganized by  appointing  S.  S.  Trott,  Chairman,  and  W.  R. 
Fraley,  Secretary. 

By  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  H.  C.  Bost  explained 
the  object  of  the  meeting.  On  motion  a  ballot  was  then 
taken  to  obtain  an  expression  of  the  choice  of  this 
Township  of  two  candidates  to  represent  Rowan  County 
in  the  state  selection  of  Honorable  Burton  Craige  and 
John  S.  Henderson  Esq. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  all  voters  present  at  this 
meeting,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  motion,  be 
and  are  hereby  appointed  delegates  to  represent  this 
Township  for  the  candidates  above  named  and  to  stand 
by  them  as  long  as  there  is  a  probability  of  their  nomina- 
tion. 

The  delegates  appointed  are  the  following:  H.  C.  Bost, 
H.  G.  Miller,  T.  F.  Lord,  A.  Shuping,  W.  A.  Thomason, 
M.  F.  Hunt,  W.  G.  McNeely,  John  Fisher,  W.  M.  Kin- 
caid,  W.  A.  Lentz,  Wilson  Trott,  John  Eagle  and  S.S. 
Trott. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

S.  S.  Trott,  Chairman 
W.  R.  Fraley,  Secretary 


Re:  School  at  Franklin 

You  have  asked  me  to  give  you  any  information  I 
might  have  about  the  school  that  was  located  at  Franklin. 
Well,  I  know  very  little  about  the  school,  but  I  do  know 
right  much  about  one  of  the  students  who  attended  the 
school  in  the  period  from  about  1885  to  1891.  I  speak  of 
my  Father,  Dr.  C.  L.  Miller,  who  for  some  fifty  years 
was  a  minister  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 

My  Father  and  I  had  many  interesting  conversations 
and  one  I  remember  took  place  some  fifty  years  ago 
when  I  was  a  mid-teenager.  We  were  having  one  of  our 
general  conversations  when  I  asked  him  how  it  was  that 
he  became  a  preacher.  He  told  me  that  it  was  a  long 
story,  but  the  beginning  was  on  one  sultry  day  when  he 
was  plowing  in  one  of  his  Father's  rocky  fields.  The  plow 


would  hit  a  big  rock  and  the  plow  frame  and  handles 
would  thump  him  in  the  stomach  or  sides.  After  a  long 
time  of  this,  he  decided  that  there  must  be  a  better  and 
easier  method  of  making  a  living  than  trying  to  plow  that 
rocky  field.  He  put  his  mind  to  work  and  talking  to  him- 
self, he  said  "with  my  present  education  this  is  about  all  I 
am  qualified  to  do.  So  what  I  need  is  more  education  and 
training  than  the  common  school  training  I  have  received 
in  the  subscription  schools  that  have  been  held  in  my 
community  and  that  I  have  attended." 

That  night,  he  spoke  to  his  Father  about  his  desire  to 
get  more  education  and  this  led  to  investigation  of  the 
possibilities  for  what  he  wanted  and  needed.  The  school 
of  Franklin  was  investigated  and  so  he  entered  the  school 
and  lived  in  a  cabin  close  to  the  school.  The  schooling  he 
received  must  have  been  first  rate,  as  upon  graduation  in 
the  Spring  of  1 89 1  he  was  offered  and  he  took  a  job  as  co- 
editor  of  the  Carolina  Watchman  published  at  Salisbury. 
It  was  his  job  to  handle  the  local  news  and  it  was  Mr. 
Ramsay*s  job  to  have  the  national  and  state  news,  and 
also  to  have  overall  jurisdiction  of  the  Editorial  Dept.  My 
Father  held  this  job  only  about  six  months  as  on  January 
7,  1892,  a  news  item  appeared  in  the  Watchman  as 
follows,  "Mr.  C.  L.  Miller  who  has  been  doing  local 
work  in  the  Watchman  for  some  months,  left  last  Mon- 
day for  Salem,  Va.,  where  he  enters  school  (Roanoke 
College).  For  one  so  young,  he  has  done  remarkably  well 
in  the  newspaper  business  during  his  brief  labors.  He 
leaves  this  office  carrying  the  best  wishes  of  all  connected 
with  it.  We  trust  that  his  school  days  will  be  both  plea- 
sant and  of  much  profit  to  him." 

Well,  Claude,  this  ends  my  news  or  connection  I  have 
or  knowledge  about  the  school  at  Franklin.  But  to  me,  it 
indicates  the  caliber  of  the  education  that  could  be 
gathered  at  this  fine  old  school.  My  Father  graduated 
from  Roanoke  in  1895  and  in  1898  from  the  Lutheran 
Theological  Seminary  at  Chicago  and  worked  actively  in 
the  Lutheran  ministry  in  North  and  South  Carolina  as 
well  as  Tennessee  and  Virginia  for  more  than  fifty  years. 
I  am  sure  he  mentioned  who  his  teachers  were  as  well  as 
some  of  his  fellow  students,  but  the  passage  of  many 
years  has  erased  any  knowledge  that  I  might  have  had  of 
them. 

Sincerely  yours, 

S.  F.  Miller 

*  *  * 

FROM  SALISBURY  EVENING  POST 

October  9,  1948 

ROWAN  COUNTY  CHURCH  OF  THE  WEEK 

FRANKLIN  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

Historic  FRANKLIN  Presbyterian  church  which 
tomorrow  celebrates  its  homecoming,  was  built  on  a 


tract  of  land  purchased  in  1828  from  Benjamin  Howard. 

The  church,  built  in  that  same  year,  received  its  name 
from  that  of  Rev.  William  Franklin  Watts.  The  com- 
munity and  later  the  township  also  were  named  for  him. 
Rev.  Mr.  Watts  attended  school  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  and  was  ordained  as  a  minister  in  1825. 

The  first  trustees  of  the  Franklin  church  were  George 
Thomason,  John  Elliott,  William  Heathman,  Forrester 
Monroe,  and  Thomas  Kincaid. 

The  church  was  received  into  the  Concord  Presbytery 
on  April  2,  1829. 

The  original  church  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  and 
most  of  the  records  lost  in  1 874.  A  new  building  was  erec- 
ted shortly  afterwards,  however,  and  the  first  sermon  in  it 
was  delivered  by  Rev.  A.  L.  Crawford  on  October  7, 
1875. 

For  the  first  66  years  of  the  church  history,  a  number 
of  pastors  filled  the  pulpit,  but  for  the  next  53  it  was  filled 
by  a  supply  pastor  or  vacant.  Franklin  church  had  been 
grouped  with  two  other  Presbyterian  churches  until  Rev. 
N.  E.  Oplinger  resigned  June  10,  1945  after  serving 
Franklin,  Unity  and  Cleveland  churches  for  over  18 
years.  Then  the  Presbytery  regrouped  Franklin. 

It  was  left  without  a  manse,  but  it  had  59  active  mem- 
bers. On  May  18,  1948,  its  first  full  time  pastor  in 
119  years  arrived,  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust. 

The  church,  meanwhile,  had  built  and  paid  for  a  seven- 
room  manse  costing  $14,000  and  added  1 1  new  members. 

Since  Rev.  Mr.  Faust  arrived,  17  more  members  have 
been  added  and  plans  for  an  educational  building. 

The  church's  present  elders  are  John  W.  Thomason, 
W.  E.  Mowery,  G.  Spencer  Thomason  and  Claude 
Thomason,  who  is  clerk  and  treasurer. 

The  Home  Mission  Committee  of  Concord  Presbytery 
is  helping  with  the  work  at  Franklin  Church. 

FRANKLIN  CHURCH  DEDICATION 

BRINGS  CAPACITY  ATTENDANCE 

OCTOBER  1949 

The  dedication  service  of  the  new  educational  unit  at 
Franklin  Presbyterian  Church  yesterday  was  the  climax 
of  the  annual  Homecoming  services  which  drew  a  con- 
gregation of  some  375  people  during  the  morning 
worship  and  afternoon  service. 

With  the  act  of  dedication  being  pronounced  by  the 
minister  of  the  church,  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust,  the 
dedicatory  prayer  was  by  a  member  of  the  Home  Mis- 
sion Committee  of  Concord  Presbytery,  Rev.  James  R. 
Phipps  of  the  Thyatira  Presbyterian  Church.  Dr.  Sidney 
A.  Gates  of  Salisbury  gave  the  benediction.  This  service 
was  held  on  the  outside  of  the  newly  constructed  $21,000 
educational  unit,  which  work  has  been  completed  after  a 
year  of  intensive  effort  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
Franklin  Church. 


At  the  morning  worship  service,  the  pastor  brought  a 
nessage  "This  Is  Your  Religion."  During  the  service  a 
;olo  was  sung  by  Charles  Bolden.  He  was  accompanied 
)y  Mrs.  Reba  Overman.  A  duet  was  sung  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fred  Flynn,  being  accompanied  by  their  daughter, 
Vliss  Linda  Flynn. 

At  12:30  a  bountiful  table  was  spread  with  food  from 
he  many  who  attended  the  service.  During  the  meal  time 
)ut  under  the  large  oak  trees,  which  surround  the 
-ranklin  Church,  the  old  friends  renewed  old  friendships. 
3eople  were  in  attendance  from  Lenoir,  Burlington, 
Winston-Salem,  Lexington,  Charlotte,  Atlanta,  Ten- 
lessee,  and  Huntington,  West  Va.  and  many  friends 
rom  the  Salisbury  area. 

In  the  afternoon  service  the  former  pastor  Rev.  N.  E. 
Dplinger,  brought  a  message  concerning  the  "Church  of 
Christ."  With  the  Catawba  College  Octet  singing  two 
lumbers,  the  congregation  also  heard  the  White  Sisters 
["rio  from  the  Ijames  Baptist  Church  of  Davie  County,  a 
rio  from  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church,  Misses  Telka 
VIowery,  Naomi  Scruggs  and  Bonnie  Goodman  who 
;ang  the  final  selection  on  the  afternoon  program.  Dr. 
3ates  brought  the  final  message  of  the  day  as  he  spoke 
)n  the  subject  of  "Christ  the  Chief  Cornerstone." 

The  Homecoming  committee  expressed  appreciation 
o  the  many  friends  who  attended  the  service  so  that  the 
»oal  set  for  attendance  was  exceeded  as  was  the  goal  set 
'or  the  offering.  The  offering  amounted  to  $1,395.94 
which  amount  will  be  used  for  the  installation  of  a 
leating  plant  in  the  near  future. 


"On  April  16,  1957,  the  congregation  approved  plans 
'or  a  new  church  and  on  June  6  voted  to  replace  the  old 
:hurch  with  a  new  colonial  style  building.  It  was  decided 
:hat  the  new  church  would  be  of  brick  construction  with 
Mastered  interior  walls  97  by  36  feet  in  size  with  a  steeple 
\0  feet  high.  The  main  part  of  the  sanctuary  was  designed 
:o  seat  310  with  two  rooms  in  the  rear  which  could  be 
opened  up  to  seat  an  additional  50  persons.  The  pastor's 
study  and  choir  rooms  were  to  be  located  behind  the 
:hoir  and  the  pulpit.  The  building  committee  was  com- 
?osed  of  Voigh  Lingle,  Jack  Fries,  G.  Spencer 
rhomason,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Whitaker,  Mrs.  Ed  Lewis  and 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Summey,  secretary,  and  the  chairman  Carl 
rhomason." 

"In  July,  1957,  after  plans  for  the  church  had  been 
:ompleted  the  Rev.  Finley  M.  Grissett  was  received  into 
:he  Concord  Presbytery  on  the  23rd  at  Lees-McRae 
"ollege  and  installed  as  pastor  of  the  Franklin  Church  on 
September  8." 

"Under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Grissett  the  Franklin 
"hurch  continued  to  move  ahead.  In  1957-1958  the  old 
>ame    church    building    was    raised    and    the    present 


sanctuary  built  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $60,000.  The 
new  sanctuary  was  consecrated  on  October  12,  1958,  at 
the  homecoming  festival.  A  generous  gift  of  the  materials 
in  the  sanctuary  given  by  a  former  member,  Claude 
Thomason  and  family,  provided  an  incentive  for  all 
members  to  aid  in  the  fund  drive  which  began  in  October, 
1957.  In  1965,  the  sanctuary  and  furnishings  were  com- 
pletely paid  for  and  dedicated  to  the  glory  of  God.  The 
present  conservative  valuation  of  the  educational 
building  and  sanctuary  is  $150,000." 

"Up  to  this  time  the  church  had  been  under  the  Home 
Mission  Committee  in  order  to  have  a  full  time  ministry. 
After  much  encouragement  by  this  Committee,  Franklin 
Church  ventured  out  on  faith  and  became  a  self- 
supporting  field  the  year  1968,  the  first  time  in  its  long 
history.  Today  the  membership  totals  200  and  the  annual 
budget  is  more  than  $25,000." 


THEN  APPLY  THE  SUBJECT 

1  st  Thing  Proposed  was  to  speak  a  little  of  the  former 
good  generation  that  loved  the  Lord. 

1st,  Here  Abraham  the  Patriarch  and  head  of  the 
believing  generation  was  one  that  loved  the  Lord.  Hence, 
saith  He,  T  am  God  Almighty.  Walk  before  Me,  and  be 
thou  perfect.' 

2ndly,  Noah  was  a  just  man,  and  perfect  in  his  genera- 
tion. The  whole  tenor  of  his  dispensation  wrote  death 
upon  the  wicked  generation  he  lived  among. 

3rdly,  That  Isaac  and  Jacob  seemed  to  follow  in  and 
persevere  in  the  good,  plain,  simple  honest  way  of 
venerable  men  that  were  dwelling  in  tents. 

4thly,  That  the  generation  spoken  of  in  the  text  was  a 
good  generation  will  be  evident  if  we  consider  the 
tenacious  regard  they  paid  to  the  ordinances  of  the  God 
of  Israel  and  to  Joshua  His  servant  in  the  fighting  of  the 
Lord's  battles. 

5thly,  This  will  be  evident  if  we  consider  the  believing 
frame  of  the  hearts,  how  when  the  angel  came  up  from 
Gilgal  to  Bochin,  all  the  people  wept. 

6thly,  That  the  generation  spoken  of  in  the  text  was  a 
good  generation  is  evident  from  the  care  they  had  to 
serve  the  Lord  their  God  and  to  follow  the  example  of 
their  fathers  and  then  obey  all  the  ordinances  together 
with  their  studious  harmony  the  works  of  the  Lord  and 
the  wonders  He  had  done  for  them. 

2nd  Thing  was  the  Prevalence  of  the  Cancer  of  the  evil 
wicked  generation. 

First  breach  of  their  convenant  is  that  they  knew  not 
the  Lord.  Ignorance  of  the  true  God  is  a  dreadful 
calamity,  and  that  under  the  means  of  knowledge  too. 

2ndly,  That  when  a  generation  turns  their  back  on 
God,  i.e.  gives  Him  the  back  and  not  the  face,  despises 
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Him  on,  and  casts  His  comrade  on  blindly.  Bah,  they  are 
in  a  dreadful  condition.  There  is  no  greater  insult  than  to 
turn  our  back,  etc. 

3rdly,  When  a  generation  goes  from  evil  to  worse  and 
departs  further  and  further  from  God,  why  it's  hard  to 
tell  where  they  may  land. 

4thly,  When  a  generation  knows  not  the  operation  of 
the  Lord's  hand  of  mercy  why  He  is  not  likely  to  build  up 
but  destroy  them. 

5thly,  When  a  generation  turns  careless  and  gives 
themselves,  their  soul  in  all  manner  of  luxury  and 
prodigality  it's  a  sad  sign  the  Lord  has  left  them  and 
given  them  up. 

6thly,  The  filling  up  of  a  generation's  cup  to  the  brim  is 
their  openly  persecuting  the  people  of  God.  Lot  had 
received  many  insults  at  the  hands  of  the  Sodomites.  At 
last  they  made  an  attempt  on  his  house.  Now  when  an 
adulterous  generation  goes  to  that  length  they  are  near 
destruction. 

7thly,  The  generation  of  the  Jew  of  Christ's  time  were 
an  evil  and  adulterous  generation  that  sought  after  a  sign; 
to  their  service,  and  that  they  insist.  Have  till  death 
comes  on  them  to  the  uttermost. 

3rd  Thing,  My  Proposed  Method  was  to  show  where  it 
is  that  a  generation  is  so  awfully  infatuated  as  not  to 
know  the  Lord  nor  the  work  He  has  done  for  Israel. 

First,  It's  owing  to,  or  proceeds  from  the  hardness  and 
abominations  of  their  hearts.  They  have  made  their 
hearts  like  stone  .  .  .  and  their  brow  is  brass. 

2ndly,  It  often  proceeds  from  prejudice  that  they  take 
up  arguments  against  God  and  His  tenets;  hence  say  the 
Athenians  of  Paul's  doctrine.  'It's  turning  the  world  up- 
side down.'  To  the  Jews  It's  a  stumbling  block  and  to  the 
Greeks  foolishness. 

3rdly,  It  proceeds  from  God's  giving  them  up  to 
judicial  hardness  and  blinding.  It  seems  they  did  not  like 
to  retain  Him  in  their  mind,  and  for  this  He  will  give 
them  up  to  vile  affections,  and  to  walk  in  all  manner  of 
wickedness  and  Godlessness. 

4thly,  When  a  generation  will  have  none  of  God;  and 
desires  not  the  knowledge  of  His  ways,  then  He  gives 
them  up  to  the  lusts  of  their  own  hearts.  He  freely  gives 
them  up,  and  then  they  wander  on  in  counsels  of  their 
own,  and  God  leaves  them  to  chafe  many  strong  destruc- 
tions. 

Notice  that  the  above  sermon  outline  is  in  the  old 
English  style  of  spelling  and  of  rhetoric.  Rev.  Thomas 
Lyle  was  known  as  a  Seceder,  and  today  would  be 
recognized  as  a  minister  in  the  Associate  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church.  This  was  preached  at  Third  Creek 
Presbyterian  Church,  May,  177S. 


A  Sons  Dedication  To  His  Mother 

My  mother,  Sallie  Alice  Fisher  Thomason,  was  a 
strong  believer  in  Jesus  Christ  and  she  lived  close  to  His 
teachings.  My  mother  taught  me  at  a  early  age  to  love 
Jesus  Christ  as  my  Saviour.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  I 
joined  Franklin  Church  and  I  have  loved  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  years  passed.  He  has  never  let  me  down  and  He  has 
always  answered  my  prayers.  A  few  times  I  did  not  ask 
for  the  right  thing,  so  He  would  change  things  around 
where  it  was  better  for  me.  I  have  put  my  full  trust  in 
Him  and  He  has  never  turned  me  down  or  forsaken  me. 
It  is  a  joy  to  live  when  you  know  Jesus  Christ  is  with  you 
all  the  time. 

Franklin  Church  has  meant  very  much  to  me  over  the 
years;  as  a  boy  growing  into  manhood,  and  as  a  Christian 
to  this  very  day.  The  people  are  the  good  wholesome 
folks  that  you  like  to  work  with.  Franklin  is  a  good 
neighborhood  to  call  home. 

Claude  Fisher  Thomason 

THREE  SONS  OF  FRANKLIN 
COMMUNITY  AND  DAUGHTER 

Mr.  Walter  Scott  Wilhelm,  a  member  of  Franklin 
church,  was  presented  to  the  Presbytery  by  Rev.  Robert 
Silvanus  Arrowood,  to  be  received  as  a  candidate  for  the 
ministry.  The  required  certificate  from  the  session  of 
Franklin  church  was  read  to  the  Presbytery.  Mr. 
Wilhelm  was  then  examined  on  experimental  religion, 
and  his  motives  for  seeking  the  ministry.  The  examina- 
tion was  sustained  as  satisfactory,  and  Mr.  Wilhelm  was 
received  as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  and  was  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee  on  Education. 

March  29,  1896,  the  Session  of  Franklin  Presbyteria^ 
Church,  met  in  the  Session  house  was  open  with  prayer 
Present  Rev.  Robert  Silvanus  Arrowood,  Elders  J.  A 
Kluttz,  W.  T.  Gheen,  B.  F.  Shuping  and  J.  A.  Thomason 

Walter  Scott  Wilhelm  appeared  before  session  and  ex- 
pressed  a  desire  to  join  Concord  Presbytery  as  a  can-, 
didate  for  the  Ministry,  a  certificate  was  made  out  as  re- 
quired  by  our  book  of  Church  Order  and  ordered  forwar 
ded  to  Presbytery.  No  other  business,  the  Session  wai 
closed  with  prayer. 

J.  A.  Thomason,  Clerl 

Junius  S.  Thomason,  of  the  Franklin  church,  was  ex 
amined  and  received  as  candidate  for  the  Ministry  in  ac 
cordance  with  the  rule  of  the  Book  of  Church  Order  anc 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  Christian  Educatioi 
and  Ministerial  Relief.  This  with  the  understanding  tha 
their  session  shall  send  the  proper  recommendations  t< 
the  committee.  The  session  did  send  the  recommendatio! 
to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Glenn  Thomason,  a  member  of  our  Congregatioi 
and  student  at  Davidson  College,  met  with  the  sessio 
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and  told  them  of  the  decision  he  had  made  to  study  for 
the  ministry  after  he  completes  his  college  education  at 
Davidson  next  Spring.  The  Session  was  very  happy  to 
hear  of  Glenn's  decision. 

Motion  made,  seconded,  and  approved  to  encourage 
and  recommend  Glenn  to  Prestytery  to  be  taken  under 
their  care  as  he  works  towards  the  fulfillment  of  his  goal 
to  be  a  minister. 

Charles  Kluttz  Jr.,  Clerk 

The  Session  approved  the  application  for  a  $200.00 
loan  from  Presbytery  to  help  Glenn  Thomason  with  his 
expenses  at  Union  Theological  Seminary.  Glenn  was 
highly  recommended  for  the  loan. 

G.  S.  Thomason,  Clerk 
Dec.  17,  1961 

The  Session  approved  the  application  for  a  $200.00 
loan  from  Presbytery  to  help  Glenn  Thomason  with  his 
expenses  at  Union  Theological  Seminary.  Glenn  was 
highly  recommended  for  the  loan. 

G.  S.  Thomason,  Clerk 
Oct.  2,  1962 

Dismission  of  Glenn  C.  Thomason.  On  September  8, 
1964,  the  Committee  dismissed  candidate  Glenn  C. 
Thomason,  to  Winston-Salem  Presbytery  for  ordination 
and  installation  as  pastor  in  that  Presbytery. 


Mrs.  Brenda  Linn  Overman  Metts 


Date  of  Birth: 
Parents: 


Baptized: 

Joined  Church: 
Education: 


Positions  Held: 


Marital  Status: 


November  20,  1940  in  Rowan  County, 
Salisbury,  N.  C. 

Lonnie  &  Jennie  Overman,  mem- 
bers of  Franklin  Presbyterian 
Church. 

As  an  infant  at  the  Franklin  Presby- 
terian Church  by  Rev.  N.  E. 
Oplinger. 

Spring  1952  joined  Franklin  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Graduated  from  Woodleaf  High 
School,  Woodleaf,  N.  C.  in  1959; 
Montreat  Anderson  Junior  College, 
Black  Mountain,  N.  C.  in  1961;  St. 
Andrews  Presbyterian  College,  Laur- 
inburg,  N.  C.  in  1963  with  a  BA  in 
Christian  Education. 
Director  of  Christian  Education  at 
McKinnon  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Concord,  N.  C.  from  June  1963  until- 
August  1964. 

Director    of  Christian    Education    at 
Patrick   Henry  Post  Chapel,  Patrick 
Henry  Village,  Heidelberg,  Germany. 
Married     Lewis     Belton     Metts,    Jr. 
(son  of  a  former  pastor  of  Franklin 


Presbyterian      Church)      on      August 
23, 1964. 
Children:  Deborah  Joanne  Metts 

Stephen  Douglas  Metts 
Keith  Belton  Metts 


Miss  Ruth  Isabella  Thomason,  life  long  member  of 
Franklin  Presbyterian  Church,  charter  member  of  the 
women  of  the  church,  served  as  treasurer  and  many  other 
capacities  of  the  organization.  Taught  Sunday  School  for 
15  years,  Organist  for  25  years,  active  on  building  com- 
mittees, for  manse,  educational  building  and  new 
sanctuary,  serving  on  the  cemetery  committee. 

Mrs.  Rachael  Fesperman  Thomason  (Mrs.  Sam  F.), 
member  of  the  women  of  the  church  serving  in  various 
offices  as  circle  chairman  and  secretary  treasurer,  she 
was  also  Historian  of  the  women  of  the  church  1957 
through  1960.  Organist  for  17  years. 
*     *     * 

Mrs.  Lucile  Thomason  Lewis  (Mrs.  Ed  J.),  life  long 
member  of  church,  charter  member  of  the  women  of  the 
church,  served  as  the  first  president  of  the  women  of  the 
church,  also  other  offices  in  the  organization,  served  on 
building  committee  for  the  new  sanctuary.  First  women 
of  the  church  to  be  on  the  board  of  Deacons. 


Dr.  Harry  E.  Thomason,  born  Rowan  County, 
Salisbury,  N.  C,  November  1,  1923,  to  Robert  Lee 
Thomason  and  Ida  Mae  Swink  Thomason,  the  tenth 
child  in  a  family  of  thirteen.  Educated  in  Rowan  County 
Schools,  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in  Physics,  Catawba 
College,  and  Georgetown  University  School  of  Law. 

Married;  Hattie  E.  Davis  of  Burlington,  N.  C,  father 
of  five  children;  Resides  in  District  Heights,  Md.  Pioneer 
in  Solar  Energy.  Invented  the  first  economical  system  to 
heat  houses.  Holding  more  patents  in  solar  heating  than 
anyone  else  in  the  world.  Founder  and  president  of 
"Solaris  Systems",  he  has  presented  many  scientific  and 
technical  papers  on  solar  energy  to  the  United  Nations 
meeting  in  Rome,  Italy,  Europe,  across  the  United 
States,  and  in  various  other  countries.  He  is  the  author  of 
a  report  entered  in  the  Library  of  Congress  Record.  He 
has  also  authored  eight  books  on  the  subject. 

Dr.  Thomason  is  now  touring  the  United  States 
promoting  solar  energy,  holding  seminars  at  his  home  in 
Maryland,  teaching  courses  on  the  subject  at  George 
Washington  University.  Honorary  Degree  of  Dr.  of 
Science  Conferred  to  Harry  E.  Thomason  at  Commence- 
ment Exercises  1976,  at  Catawba  College.  Dr.  Harry  E. 
Thomason,  J.D.D.S.C. 
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MINUTES  OF  CONCORD  PRESBYTERY 
1975 

That  the  following  chain  letter  be  commended  to  those 
Session  and  Congregations  that  are  discouraged  with  and 
weary  of  their  ministers: 

Dear  Chairman  of  the  Pastoral  Relations  Committee: 
This  chain  letter  is  meant  to  bring  relief  and  happiness 
to  you.  Unlike  most  chain  letters,  it  does  not  cost  money. 
Simply  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  six  other  churches 
who  are  tired  of  their  ministers.  Then  bundle  up  your 
pastor  and  send  him  to  the  church  at  the  top  of  the  list. 
Add  your  name  to  the  bottom  of  the  list.  In  one  week  you 
will  receive  16,436  ministers,  and  one  of  them  should  be  a 
real  dandy.  Have  faith  in  this  letter.  One  man  broke  the 
chain  and  got  his  old  minister  back. 


MINUTES  OF  CONCORD  PRESBYTERY 
JANUARY  19,  1965 

Mrs.  John  L.  Jacobs,  of  Waldensian  Presbyterian 
Church,  was  introduced  as  the  first  woman  Elder  to  at- 
tend Presbytery. 

The  Historical  Foundation  serves  Churches  well  as 
custodian  of  its  important  records  and  properties.  The 
American  Bible  Society  is  most  helpful  in  the  work  of  the 
church  by  encouraging  Bible  reading  in  all  languages  and 
in  providing  Bible  on  a  nonprofit  basis. 

Montreat  Camp  fills  a  unique  place  in  the  life  of  the 
church  as  a  training  and  fellowship  center  for  all  ages. 
Montreat  College  continues  to  serve  in  the  field  of  educa- 
tion, and  offers  wonderful  opportunities  to  the  young 
ladies  of  the  church. 


FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH, 

SALISBURY,  N.  C. 

SESSION  RECORDS 

August  26,  1832,  the  Session  then  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Franklin  Church  on  Saturday  the  first  of  September 
next.  Franklin  Church  Saturday  September  1,  1832.  The 
Session  met  according  to  adjournment.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Hall  acted  as  Moderator.  Present  Samuel  Lenley,  T.  S. 
Cowan  &  Micael  Brown,  and  the  following  persons  were 
examined  and  admitted  as  members,  some  to  this  church, 
and  some  to  Franklin.  The  following  were  admitted  as 
members  of  this  church,  Mr.  Joseph  Pool  and  Elvira 
Smith. 

August  16,  1869.  The  Session  met  at  Mr.  McCubbins 
counting  room.  Present  Rev.  J.  Rumple;  Elders  Brown, 
Bruner,  Summrell  &  Davis.  William  Murdoch  was  ap- 
pointed delegate  and  Michael  Brown  alternate  to  attend 


the  Presbytery  on  the  2nd  of  September  at  Davidson  (?) 
River  Church.  A  communication  from  Franklin  church 
was  presented  to  the  session  asking  aid  to  erect  a  new 
church  edifice.  The  CL.  of  the  session  was  instructed  in 
reply  to  this  communication  to  inform  the  brethren  of 
Franklin  that  our  engagement  in  repairing  our  own 
church  and  other  expenses  incurred  will  prevent  us  from 
extending  to  them  the  desired  aid  at  present. 

D.  A.  Davis,  CLK. 

September  23,  1873.  Session  met  at  Lecture  room  at 
close  of  service.  Present  Rev.  J.  Rumple;  Elders  Bruner, 
Summerell,  McNeely  and  Davis.  TheTreas.  was  directed 
to  pay  the  officers  of  Franklin  church  $25  towards 
erecting  their  new  church. 

D.  A.  Davis,  CLK.  &  Tr. 

February  2,  1878.  Session  met  at  office  of  D.  A.  Davis. 
Present  Rev.  J.  Rumple;  Elders  Summerell,  Bruner, 
McNeely  and  Davis.  J.  J.  Bruner  absent  at  last  meeting 
made  his  excuse  which  was  sustained.  Com.  of  Tres.  acct. 
made  a  report  which  was  received  and  approved.  An  ad- 
ditional donation  of  $25  was  made  to  Franklin  church, 
and  $3  to  pay  for  N.  C.  Presbyterian  for  Mrs.  Kimball, 
Mrs.  Ruffin  and  Mrs.  Alice  Foster. 

D.  A.  Davis,  CLK. 


Are  you  ready  to  say  —  will  you  —  do  you  now  say, 
"What  shall  I  do,  Lord?"  Say  it  now. 


"Hark,  the  voice  of  Jesus  crying. 

Who  will  go  and  work  to-day? 
Fields  are  white  and  harvest  waiting, 

Who  will  bear  the  sheaves  away? 
Loud  and  strong  the  Master  calleth, 

Rich  reward  he  offers  thee: 
Who  will  answer,  gladly  saying 

Here  am  I;  send  me,  send  me? 


"If  you  cannot  speak  like  angels, 

If  you  cannot  preach  like  Paul, 
You  can  tell  the  love  of  Jesus; 

You  can  say,  He  died  for  all. 
If  you  cannot  rouse  the  wicked 

With  the  judgment's  dread  alarms, 
You  can  lead  the  little  children 

To  the  Saviour's  waiting  arms." 
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CALVIN  CELEBRATION 

You  Committee  on  the  celebration  of  the  400th  An- 
niversary of  the  birth  of  John  Calvin  would  respectfully 
report  as  follows. 

The  General  Assembly  of  1908  in  recommending  the 
general  observance  of  the  Calvin  Quadricentennial  by  the 
Presbyteries  and  the  churches,  called  attention  to  the 
following  facts:  "John  Calvin,  the  reformer  was  born  at 
Noyon,  Picardy,  France,  July  10th,  1509.  His  life  was 
lived  during  one  of  the  most  important  and  crucial 
epochs  of  human  history.  In  the  Providence  of  God  he 
was  one  of  the  most  potent  forces  of  his  day  for  human 
progress,  and  his  influence  continues  in  the  present,  and 
will  abide  in  the  future,  a  great  power  for  the  welfare  of 
mankind.  Men  of  all  classes  of  thought  and  of  all  nations 
recognize  his  greatness.  Particularly  was  he  influential  in 
setting  in  motion  those  forces  which  have  resulted  in  the 
formation    of  the   American    nation.   Great   historians 


speak  of  him  as  the  founder  of  the  United  States.  While 
thus  connected,  however,  with  the  American  republic,  the 
great  Genevan  had  and  has  a  vital  relation  to  all  Chris- 
tian nations.  No  man  of  his  age  has  been  more  influential 
in  securing  civil  and  religious  liberty,  the  development  of 
popular  government,  the  secular  progress  of  man,  the 
reformation  of  the  Christian  church,  the  development  of 
religious  thought  along  true  lines,  and  the  general  ad- 
vance of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the  world." 

In  response  to  the  Assembly's  recommendation 
Presbytery  appointed  the  undersigned  committee  to 
arrange  for  the  Calvin  celebrations  by  the  Presbytery  and 
in  the  individual  churches  and  to  arrange  for  the  raising 
of  our  proportional  part  of  the  money  needed  for  the 
Presbyterial  and  the  Assembly's  celebrations,  and  for  the 
erection  of  an  auditorium  at  Montreat  as  a  memorial  of 
John  Calvin. 
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Rules  of  School  as  recorded  in  common  school  register  —  1880  —  See  page  111  and  page  10. 
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Miss  Ruth  Thomason 


Mrs.  Lucille  Thomason  Lewis 


FRANKLIN  PRESBYTERIAN  MANSE 
1947 


Mrs.  Rachael  Fesperman  Thomason 
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MINUTES  OF  SESSION  1882 

November  4,  1882,  the  Session  met  and  was  opened 
with  prayer,  members  present,  Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd 
Moderator,  Elders,  J.  A.  Klutts,  W.  T.  Gheen,  Wilson 
Trott  and  J.  A.  Thomason.  Jesse  Cozart  and  Rosa  A. 
Cozart  presented  a  Certificate  from  the  Evan.  Lutheran 
Church  with  a  desire  to  connect  themselves  with  this 
Church  which  was  granted  and  their  names  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  our  roll.  Wilson  Trott  having  been  appointed 
delegate  to  the  fall  meeting  of  Presbytery  and  Synod,  was 
called  upon  for  a  report  stated  that  he  had  not  attended 
but  his  alternate  W.  T.  Gheen  did.  The  following  resolu- 
tions were  then  read. 

Whereas  it  pleased  the  LORD  to  remove  by  death  on 
the  23rd  day  of  August  1882,  in  the  meridion  of  his  life, 
William  Mortimor  Kincaid,  one  of  the  Ruling  Elders  of 
Eranklin  Church,  who  by  his  uniform  gentleness, 
meekness  and  conscientious  fidelity  to  duty,  endeared 
himself  to  all,  therefore. 

Resolved,  1,  That  in  our  bereavement  we  humbly  bow 
to  the  will  of  HIM  who  gave  and  hath  taken  away. 

II,  That  the  Church  has  lost  an  exemplary  member 
whose  memory  we  will  Sacredly  Cherish  and  whose  ex- 
ample we  will  prayerfully  endeaver  to  follow. 

III,  That  the  Session  has  lost  a  prudent  and  faithful 
counsellor,  whose  early  and  unexpected  removal  reminds 
us  to  be  diligent  in  business,  fervent  in  Spirit,  serving  the 
LORD. 

IV,  That  we  tender  our  kindest  sympathy  to  the 
bereaved  children  of  our  deceased  brother  in  Christ,  and 
commend  them  to  the  care  of  the  Covenant  Keeping 
GOD  of  their  father. 

V,  That  a  blank  page  of  our  book  of  Records  be  in- 
scribed to  the  memory  of  our  beloved  brother,  and  that 
these  resolutions  be  read  to  the  Congregation.  Spread 
upon  our  minutes,  and  a  copy  presented  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased. 

Adopted  by  the  Session  of  Franklin  Church,  Novem- 
ber 4,  1882. 

Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd,  Moderator 
J.  A.  Thomason,  Clerk 

WILLIAM  MORTIMER  KINCAID 

Born  January  1  1,  1835 

Ordained  an  Elder  February  13,  1876 

Died  August  23,  1882 


IN  MEMORIAM 

In  the  sixty  third  year  of  his  age  May  27,  1914.  Mr.  C. 
A.  Jacobs  quietly  slept  in  JESUS. 

At  a  meeting  of  Elders  and  Deacons,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted.  Where  as  it  has  pleased  GOD 
in  his  all  wise  providence  to  take  away  our  beloved 
brother  and  co-worker. 

Resolved;  1  That  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the 
will  of  him  who  rules  among  the  armies  of  heaven,  and 
inhabitants  of  earth  and  assures  us  that  all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  GOD. 

Resolved;  2  That  Brother  Jacobs  was  a  consistent 
member  and  Faithful  Deacon  of  Franklin  Church,  and 
will  be  sadly  missed  in  his  home,  in  his  church  and  in  his 
community.  His  fidility  in  regular  and  punctual  atten- 
dance upon  the  session  of  the  Sunday  School,  and  the 
services  of  the  Sanctuary  in  worthy  of  special  mention. 
He  said  to  his  pastor  at  the  beginning  of  his  fatal  sickness 
that  he  hated  to  be  absent  from  church,  that  he  had  not 
missed  a  regular  appointment  in  five  years.  This  is  a 
remarkable  record.  He  being  dead  yet  speaketh  saying  to 
each  of  us,  and  let  us  consider  one  another  to  provoke 
unto  love  and  to  good  works,  not  forsaking  the  assembl- 
ing of  ourselves  together  as  the  manner  of  some  is.  But 
exhorting  one  another,  and  as  much  the  more  as  we  see 
the  day  approaching. 

Resolved;  3  That  we  tender  our  sincere  sympathy  to 
the  bereaved  companion,  and  commend,  her  to  the 
Father  of  mercier  and  GOD  of  all  comfort. 

Resolved;  4  That  these  resolutions  be  read  to  the  con- 
gregation, written  upon  the  pages  of  our  sessional  record. 
And  a  copy  be  furnished  Mrs.  Jacobs. 

COMMITTEE 

Rev.  Dugald  Munroe 

G.  W.  Overman 

S.  S.  Carter 

M.  A.  Powlas 

J.  W.  Thomason 
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THE  MINISTERS 
FRANKLIN  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


Rev.  William  Franklin  Wads 

Rev,  William  Alexander  Hall,  Supply 

Rev.  James  Davidson  Hall,  Pastor       May  14,  1X37  —  September  28 

Rev.  Barnabas  Scotl  K rider,  Pastor October  2,   1X57  —  July  22 

Rev.  Samuel  Caldwell  Pharr,  Pastor May  I,  1X69  —  August  23 

Rev.  Robert  Warren  Boyd,  Pastor       June  4,  1881  —  March  28 

Rev.  Cornelius  Miller,  Pastor September  10,  1891  —  April  8 

Rev.  Miles  Abernethy  Henderson,  Pastor       October  20,  1892  —  May  21 

Rev.  Robert  Silvanus  Arrowood,  Pastor      April   I,  1896  —  August  25 

Rev.  Dugald  Munroe,  Pastor Inly  16,  1911  —  September  3 

Rev.  Wilburn  Avery  Nicholson,  Pastor        May  18,  1919  —  September  I 

Rev.  Herbert  Corwin  Carmichacl,  Pastor April   1924  —  September  30 

Rev.  Nathan  Elmer  Oplinger,  Pastor       October  9,  1927  —  June  10 

Mr.  John  I  .  Ramsay,  Supply lune  10,   1945  —  May  23 

Rev.  Miltin  P.  Faust,  Pastor Inly  19,  1948  —  December  15 

Rev.  lewis  Belton  Metts,  Pastor       August  30,  1953  —  October  15 

Rev.  I  inley  M.  Grissett,  Pastor September  8,  1957  —  June  23 

Rev.  Jack  Roger  Marrow,  Pastor April  21,   1974 
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lor  i  hi'  North  Carolina  Presbyterian 
The  Old  Musi  Die. 

Messrs.  Editors:  Permit  me  to  chronicle  in  the 
columns  of  the  North  Carolina  Presbyterian,  the  death  of 
an  extremely  aged  Mother  in  Israel.  Mrs.  Rachel  Watts 
departed  this  life  in  Iredell  County,  North  Carolina,  June 
27th,  1858,  aged  one  hundred  and  two  years  three  months 
and  lour  days.  She  was  horn  in  Fort  Dobbs,  three  miles 
North  of  Statesville,  her  parents  having  taken  refuge 
l here  from  the  savage  Indians.  Thus  her  life  forms  a  con- 
necting link  between  the  present  and  the  thrilling  inci- 
dents of  the  early  settlers,  when  savage  Indians  roamed 
through  the  almost  unbroken  forest  of  Western  North 
Carolina,  The  Indians  have  disappeared,  the  magnificent 


forest  of  kingly  oaks  have  given  way  to  fruitful  fields,  and 
every  hill  and  dale  bears  the  impress  of  high-wrought 
civilization.  The  little  missionary  churches  worshiping  in 
log-houses,  under  the  fostering  care  of  such  godly  men  as 
Drs.  Hall  and  Wilson,  have  grown  up  to  be  mother 
churches.  Thus  it  was  her  lot  to  live  through  all  these 
mighty  changes  to  act  her  part  in  filling  up  the  most 
thrilling  chapter  in  the  history  of  our  great  country.  She 
was  married  to  Mr.  William  Watts  by  the  Rev.  James 
Hall,  I).  I).,  on  the  1  Ith  of  June,  1778,  this  being  the  first 
couple  that  Dr.  Hall  married.  Two  of  her  sons  were 
devoted  to  the  Gospel  Ministry  by  their  father  who  was  a 
Ruling  I'lder  in  Concord  Church,  under  very  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances. "He,  in  company  with  one  of  his  neighbors. 


;nt  on  a  trip  to  Pennsylvania,  and  attempting  to  cross 
e  Susquehanna  by  night  he  was  swept  from  his  horse  by 
e  current  of  the  river.  A  short  distance  below,  he  lodged 
1  a  rock,  and  while  there,  waiting  till  his  fellow  traveller 
iuld  procure  assistance,  he  vowed  to  the  Lord  that  if  he 
Duld  save  his  life,  he  would  educate  two  of  his  sons  and 
:dicate  them  to  the  Gospel  Ministry."  This  vow  was 
lfilled  in  the  dedication  of  Franklin  and  Albertus  whose 
emories,  as  pious  and  devoted  Ministers,  are  dear  to 
ir  churches,  one  of  which  bears  the  name  of  Franklin,  in 
ateful  remembrance  of  his  labor  of  love.  Mrs.  Watts  as 
Christian  mother  done  her  work  well  in  the  religious  in- 
ruction  of  her  children  and  her  "works  do  follow"  her. 
uring  the  last  few  years  she  was  confined  to  her  bed  and 
as  the  subject  of  great  bodily  affliction.  Her  mind 
:came  shattered  by  disease,  but  at  all  times  her  faith  in 
hrist  was  unshaken.  Like  a  "shock  of  corn"  fully  ripe, 
e  was  ready  to  be  gathered  into  the  heavenly  garner. 
>o  Rachel  Watts  died,  being  old  and  full  of  days." 

S.W.E. 
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Mr.  William  Franklin  Watts 

The  design  of  this  meeting  being  the  ordination  of  Mr. 
'illiam  Franklin  Watts,  Presbytery  proceeded  to  take 
e  different  parts  of  trial  assigned  him  at  a  previous 
eeting.  Mr.  Watts  delivered  a  sermon  from  Romans  5 
lapter  and  1  verse.  He  was  also  examined  on  the  dis- 
pline  and  government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and 
;  usual  in  such  cases.  Examinations  and  trials, 
ustained.  Mr.  Watts  having  passed  the  usual  trials 
■eparatory  to  ordination,  and  the  Presbytery  being 
itisfied  with  his  state  of  preparation  for  entering  upon 
te  discharge  of  all  the  duties  of  the  Holy  Ministry; 
esolve  that  on  tomorrow  they  ordain  Mr.  Watts,  an 
vangelist.  Adjourned,  with  prayer,  to  meet  at  this  place, 
•morrow  morning  at  1 1  O'clock. 
Saturday  morning  July  16,  1825.  Presbytery  met 
ireeably  to  adjournment.  Present  as  yesterday.  Con- 
ituted  with  prayer.  The  ordination  sermon  was 
reached  by  the  Rev.  Souathan  O.  Freeman,  from  Acts 
D  chapter  24  verse.  Then  with  solemn  prayer  and  the 
ying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  Presbytery,  Mr.  Watts  was 
rdained  and  set  apart  of  the  whole  of  the  gospel 
linistry.  Rev.  Daniel  Gould  presided  and  gave  the 
large  to  the  newly  ordained  Bishop,  and  a  solemn  ex- 
ortation  to  the  people.  Adjourned  to  meet  at  Unity  (in 
incoln)  on  the  first  Thursday  of  September  next.  Con- 
uded  with  prayer. 


IN 

MEMORY  OF 

WIEEIAM  FRANKLIN  WATTS 

WHO  DIED 

MAY  9th  1X26 

age  33  years 

For  me  to  live  in  (hrist 
and  to  die  is  (jane. 
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Concord  Presbyterian  Church 
On  Highway  90  North  of  Statesville,  N.C. 

This  is  a  picture  of  Rev.  William  Franklin  Watts 
tombstone  with  his  Mothers  tombstone  on  the  right.  He 
lived  to  be  33  years  old  and  his  Mother  to  be  102  years 
old.  He  died  in  May  9th  1826,  and  she  died  in  June  27, 
1858. 

On  this  picture  in  the  background  is  a  row  of 
tombstones  on  a  mound  of  granite,  this  was  put  there  by 
Mr.  Potts,  he  was  so  afraid  that  his  grandchildren  would 
not  have  a  tombstone  at  their  grave  site,  so  this  is  what  he 
did  for  his  grandchildren.  The  names  of  the 
grandchildren  are  Davie  Potts,  Hiram  Potts,  Sarah  wife 
of  James  Potts,  James  Potts,  Emaline  Potts,  Asa  Sum- 
mea  Potts,  Permelia  Potts,  Eli  Potts,  Sofhea  Potts. 

"This  is  Mr.  Red  Watt  Ledgend  of  Mr.  Potts". 


REV.  WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  HALL 

FRANKLIN  CHURCH 

William  Alexander  Hall  (D-92),  son  of  James  Thomas 
Hall  (C-24)  and  Rachel  Johnston,  was  born  July  20th, 
1799,  in  Bethany  Congregation,  and  died  August  30th, 
1877.  December  18th,  1828,  he  married  Olivia  C.  Hall  of 
Bethany,  by  whom  he  had  four  children.  He  and  his  wife 
are  buried  at  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  Tipton  County,  Ten- 
nessee. 

"He  prepared  for  college  under  the  tuition  of  the 
Reverend  John  Mushat,  of  Statesville,  a  teacher  of  much 
celebrity  at  that  time.  In  the  summer  of  1822  he 
graduated  from  the  State  University  at  Chapel  Hill.  Af- 
ter leaving  the  University  he  engaged  in  teaching  at 
Bethany  Church,  and  became  the  founder  ...  of 
Ebenezer  Academy,  an  institution  that  gained  much 
celebrity  as  a  classical  school.  His  uncle,  Robt.  S.  Hall, 
succeeded  him  as  principal  of  the  school,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Hugh  R.  Hall,  a  pupil  of  William  A.,  who  con- 
tinued his  connection  with  it  for  twenty-eight  years.  A 
number  of  the  pupils  of  William  A.  have  become  dis- 
tinguished in  both  Church  and  State  .  .  .  During  the 
second  year  of  his  professorship  at  Ebenezer  he  connec- 
ted himself  with  Bethany  Church  and  decided  to  enter  the 
ministry.  The  next  year  he  was  received  under  the  care  of 
Concord  Presbytery.  In  that  day  there  was  no 
Theological  Seminary  south  of  Princeton,  and  candidates 
for  the  ministry  prosecuted  their  studies  under  the 
tutorship  of  individual  ministers.  The  Theological  studies 
of  Mr.  Hall  were  directed  by  the  Reverend  John  M. 
Erwin,  at  that  time  pastor  of  Bethany  Church.  A  year 
later  he  resigned  his  charge  of  Ebenezer  Academy,  and 


removed  to  York,  South  Carolina,  where  he  agaii 
engaged  in  teaching,  at  the  same  time  continuing  hi 
ministerial  preparations  under  the  direction  of  Reverent 
James  Adams.  He  remained  there  one  year,  after  whicl 


le  returned  to  Bethany,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the 
'resbytery  of  Concord  at  its  meeting  at  Salisbury,  in 
\ugust,  1827.  The  succeeding  year  he  was  ordained  to 
he  full  work  of  the  gospel  ministry,  and  was  installed  as 
3astor  of  the  Churches  of  Joppa,  near  Mocksville,  and 
Jnity,  in  Rowan  County.  For  twenty-five  years  he 
aithfully  and  earnestly  labored  in  these  Churches.  Dur- 
ng  the  period  of  his  pastorate  there  he  organized 
-ranklin  Church  and  supplied  the  same  until  it  became 
,elf-supporting  ...  In  1850  he  received  and  accepted  an 
nvitation  to  take  charge  of  the  Churches  of  Trenton  and 
^ion  in  Gibson  County,  Tennessee.  In  1852  he  joined  the 
3resbytery  of  the  Western  District.  He  served  the  Tren- 
on  and  Zion  Churches  for  two  years,  after  which  he 
emoved  to  another  section  of  the  County,  where  he 
abored  with  great  success,  for  many  years.  He  organized 
i  number  of  Churches  within  the  bounds  of  that 
5resbytery,  among  the  number,  the  Churches  of 
forkville,  Dyersburg,  and  Smyrna.  After  a  residence  of 
;eventeen  years  in  Gibson,  having  been  deprived  by  death 
)f  the  companionship  of  his  wife,  his  children  having 
narried,  he  removed  in  January,  1867,  in  company  with 
lis  only  son,  to  the  Mount  Carmel  community  in  Tipton 
Zounty,  where  his  father  and  mother  were  buried,  and 
vhere  resided  a  number  of  brothers  and  other  near 
•elatives. 

"At  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Tipton  he  had  reached 
hat  period  of  life  when  the  infirmities  of  age  begin  to 
»row  burdensome  .  .  .  with  him  life  meant  work.  In  the 
spring  succeeding  his  removal  to  Tipton  he  accepted  the 
;are  of  the  Church  at  Belmont  ...  he  succeeded  in 
•emoving  it  to  Mason  .  .  .  and  was  instrumental  in  secur- 
ng  the  erection  of  a  commodious  church  building  at  that 
Mace.  For  five  or  more  years  he  regularly  ministered  to 
hat  people."*  His  last  charge  was  in  a  community 
cnown  as  Centre  where  a  church  was  erected  through  his 
efforts. 

His  children  follow; — 

1.  Emma  Hall  (E-315);  married  W.  C.  Kerr.  He 
taught  Geology  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina. 

2.  Almeda  Hall  (E-316). 

3.  Spencer  Hall  (E-317);  born  August  2nd,  1832;  died, 
without  issue,  January  18th,  1892;  married  Mrs. 
Martha  D.  Givens,  who  was  born  April  7th,  1838, 
and  died  July  30th,  1895,  and  who  had  one  daughter 
by  her  former  marriage.  Both  are  buried  at  Mt. 
Carmel  Church,  Tipton  County,  Tennessee. 


Thomas  S.  Hall  (D-93),  son  of  James  Thomas  Hall  (C- 
24)  and  Rachel  Johnston,  was  born  October  17th,  1801, 
and  died  February  15th,  1882.  He  and  his  three  wives  are 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Mt.  Carmel  Church,  Tipton 
County,  Tennessee.  His  first  wife,  Eliza  Sharpe,  had  two 
children: — 

1.  James  W.  Hall  (E-319);  married  Elizabeth  Beard. 

2.  Cecelia  Ethlinda  Hall  (E-320);  married  Enos  Alex- 
ander Sherrill. 

*Quoted  from  Sketches  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel 
who  have  descended  from  James  and  Prudence  Hall: 
Bethany  Centennial,  1875.  Printed  at  Tipton  Record  Of- 
fice, Covington,  Tennessee,  1885. 

A  footnote  appended  to  the  Sketch  of  William  Alexan- 
der Hall  quoted  above  reads:  "The  memory  of  this  sain- 
ted man  is  so  precious  to  his  many  friends  in  Tipton  that 
they  have  taken  the  liberty  of  extending  the  sketch  to 
him. 


Mr.  William  Hall  having  gone  through  the  usual 
course  of  trials,  Presbytery  proceeded  to  license  him  to 
preach  the  gospel,  which  license  is  in  the  following  words. 

At  Salisbury,  the  9th  day  of  September  A.D.  1826. 
The  Presbytery  of  Concord  having  received  testimonials 
in  favor  of  William  Hall  of  his  having  gone  through  a 
regular  course  of  literature;  of  his  good  moral  character; 
and  of  his  being  in  the  communion  of  the  church; 
proceeded  to  take  the  usual  part  of  trial  for  his  licensure: 
and  he  having  given  satisfaction  as  to  his  accomplish- 
ments in  literature;  as  to  his  experimental  acquaintance 
with  religion;  and  as  to  his  proficiency  in  Divinity  and 
other  studies;  The  Presbytery  did,  and  hereby  do  express 
their  approbation  of  all  these  parts  of  trial;  and  he  having 
adopted  the  Confession  of  faith  of  this  Church,  and 
satisfactorily  answered  the  questions  appointed  to  be  put 
to  Candidates  to  be  Licensed;  the  Presbytery  did,  and 
hereby  do  license  him,  the  said  William  Hall,  to  preach 
the  gospel  of  Christ  as  a  probationer  for  the  holy  ministry 
within  the  bounds,  of  this  Presbytery,  or  wherever  else  he 
may  be  orderly  called. 


4.  Julia  Hall  (E-318);  married 


Johns. 
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REV.  JAMES  DAVIDSON  HALL 

JAMES  D.HALL 

Third  Creek  Church  May  24,  1832.  The  Presbytery  of 
Concord  met  according  to  adjournment  and  was  con- 
stituted with  prayer. 

Mr.  James  D.  Hall,  who  has  been  a  student  of  theology 
18  months  of  the  Union  Theological  Seminary,  being 
present  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  to  be  taken  under 
the  care  of  this  Presbytery;  Satisfactory  testimonial  be- 
ing presented  of  his  good  moral  Character,  and  Church 
membership;  Presbytery  proceeded  to  examine  him  on 
experimental  religion  and  his  motives  for  seeking  the 
gospel  ministry. 

These  examinations  were  deemed  satisfactory, 
whereupon  resolved  that  Mr.  Hall  be  received  as  a  can- 
didate under  our  care. 

Mr.  Hall  having  produced  authentical  testimonials  of 
his  being  a  regular  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina.  Presbytery  precluded  to  examine  him  on  the 
Latin  and  Greek  languages;  which  examinations  were 
considered  and  sustained  as  part  of  trial.  Presbytery  ad- 
journed to  meet  at  this  place  tomorrow  morning  at  6 
o'clock;  concluded  with  prayer. 

Friday  May  25,  Presbytery  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment constituted  with  prayer;  present  as  above;  The 
minutes  of  yesterday  were  read.  Presbytery  took  under 
consideration  the  sermon  delivered  on  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Lockridge  which  was  sustained  as  a  part  of  trial. 

Presbytery  then  proceeded  with  the  examination  of 
Mr.  Hall  on  Geography  Natural,  Philosophy, 
Mathematechs,  Chemistry,  Stronony,  which  examina- 
tions were  considered,  and  sustained. 

The  following  parts  of  trial  previous  to  licensure  were 
assigned  Mr.  Hall  a  critical  exercise  on  1  Peter  2nd 
Chapter  21  to  the  24th  verse  inclusive;  and  a  latin  ex- 
egesis on  the  theme,  an  ignorantia  excus  at  peccatum?.  A 
popular  lecture  on  the  23  Psalm  and  a  popular  sermon  on 
the  9th  verse  of  the  3  chapter  of  the  2nd  Epistle  of  Peter. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  the  church  at  half  past  ten 
o'clock  A.M.  concluded  with  prayer. 

Presbytery  met  according  to  adjournment  present  as 
above,  Mr.  James  D.  Hall  a  candidate  under  the  care  of 
Presbytery  delivered  a  lecture  from  the  23rd  Psalm  as  a 
part  of  trial  preparatory  to  Licensure;  Mr.  Hall  also  read 
an  Exegesis  from  the  theme  "an  ignorantia  excusat  pec- 
catum?" 

Mr.  Hall  was  also  examined  on  Theology  and  Church 
History. 

Mr.  James  D.  Hall  delivered  his  popular  sermon  from 
2nd  Peter  3rd  and  9th  as  part  of  trial  previous  to  Licen- 
sure, which  was  considered  and  sustained.  Presbytery 
proceeded  to  License  Mr.  Hall  to  preach  the  gospel 
which  Secenunae  is  as  follows  viz 


At  the  church  of  Rocky  River  the  5  day  of  April  1833, 
the  Presbytery  of  Concord  having  received  testimonial  in 
favor  of  Mr.  James  D.  Hall  of  his  having  gone  through  a 
regular  course  of  literature;  of  his  good  moral  (charac- 
ter), and  of  his  been  given  the  communion  of  the  church 
procluded  to  take  the  usual  part  of  trial  for  his  licensure; 
and  he  having  given  satisfaction  as  to  his  accomplish- 
ments in  literature;  as  to  his  experimental  acquaintants 
with  religion;  and  as  to  his  proficiency  in  Divinity  and 
other  studies;  the  Presbytery  did,  and  here  by  do  express 
their  approbation  of  all  these  parts  of  trial;  and  he  having 
adopted  the  confession  of  faith  of  this  church  and 
satisfactorily  answered  the  questions  appointed  to  be  put 
to  candidates  to  be  licensed;  the  Presbytery  did  and 
hereby  do  license  him  the  said  James  D.  Hall  to  preach 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  probationer  for  the  holy  ministry, 
within  the  bounds  of  this  Presbytery  or  wherever  else  he 
shall  be  orderly  called. 


The  Presbytery  of  Concord  met  Poplar  Tent  Church 
May  14,  1837,  according  to  adjournment  and  with  prayei 
was  constituted. 

The  Rev.  James  D.  Hall  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  ol 
Orange  presented  a  regular  dismission  from  the 
Presbytery  of  Orange  to  join  this  Presbytery,  whereupon 
resolved  that  he  be  and  he  hereby  is  received  as  a  membei 
of  Concord  Presbytery. 

A  call  was  presented  to  Presbytery  from  the  congrega- 
tion of  Thyatira  for  one  half  the  ministerial  labors  of  the 
Rev.  James  D.  Hall;  also  a  call  from  the  congregation  o! 
Franklin  for  the  other  half  of  his  labors;  which  calls  being 
found  regular  were  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hall  and  b> 
him  accepted. 

The  Rev.  H.  W.  Pharr  and  Stephen  Frontis  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  at  Thyatira,  corn's  to  church  on  the 
Saturday  before  the  4th  Sabbath,  Inst,  and  install  the 
Rev.  James  D.  Hall,  Pastor  of  that  Congregation.  Mr 
Pharr  to  preside  and  give  the  charge  to  the  Pastor,  anc 
people  and  Mr.  Frontis  to  preach  the  installation  sermon 

And  the  Rev.  Stephen  Frontis  and  William  A.  Hal 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  at  Franklin  Church 
on  Saturday  before  the  3rd  Sabbath  Inst,  and  install  the 
Rev.  James  D.  Hall  Pastor  of  that  Congregation,  Mr 
Frontis  to  preside  and  give  the  charge  to  the  Pastor  anc 
people,  and  Mr.  Hall  to  Preach  the  Sermon. 


The  Presbytery  of  Concord  met  Franklin  Churcr 
Rowan  County  North  Carolina  September  28,  1846 

The  Rev.  James  D.  Hall  asked  the  dissolution  of  the 
pastoral  relation  existing  between  himself  and  the 
churches  of  Thyatira  and  Franklin.  Presbytery  beinf 
properly  informed  these  churches  consented  to  said  dis 
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solution,  the  request  was  granted  and  the  congregations 
of  Thyatira  and  Franklin  declared  vacant. 

REV.  JAMES  DAVIDSON  HALL 

James  Hall,  commonly  known  as  the  first  James  Hall, 
was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland  in  1703.  In  1720  he  start- 
ed with  his  widowed  mother  for  America.  His  mother 
having  died  on  the  voyage,  the  seventeen-year-old  lad 
landed  in  Philadelphia  and  made  his  way  to  Carlylse, 
Pa.,  where  relatives  had  preceded  him.  He  married 
Prudence  Roddy,  and  moved  to  what  is  now  Iredell 
County,  N.  C,  in  the  fall  of  1 75 1 .  His  son  Thomas  Hall 
married  Elizabeth  Sloan,  their  son  James  married 
Rachel  Johnson.  James  Davidson  Hall  was  the  son  of 
this  marriage. 

"James  Davidson  Hall  was  born  near  Statesville, 
Iredell  County,  N.  C,  March  17th,  1806.  He  was  a 
worthy  son  of  a  sturdy  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  His  great 
grandfather  was  one  of  those  liberty  loving 
Presbyterians,  who  during  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century  come  in  so  large  numbers  from  North  Ireland  to 
America.  His  first  settlement  was  in  Pennsylvania  in  the 
year  1720.  In  1751  he  moved  to  what  is  now  Iredell 
County,  North  Carolina,  where  he  reared  a  large  and  in- 
fluential family.  More  than  sixty  of  his  direct  descen- 
dants are  known  to  have  entered  the  Presbyterian 
ministry.  Three  of  these  attained  to  the  high  honor  of  the 
Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States:  his  son,  James  Hall,  D.  D., 
W.  T.  Hall,  D.  D„  and  Judge  Allen  G.  Hall,  of  Nashville 
Tenn. 

James  Davidson  Hall's  father  and  mother  were  James 
Hall  of  Iredell  County,  North  Carolina,  and  his  wife 
Rachael  Johnston.  They  were  both  Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians  and  proceeded  to  rear  and  teach  and  train 
their  children  after  the  accepted  pattern  under  which  they 
themselves  had  been  "brought  up",  with  strong  emphasis 
on  keeping  the  Sabbath  day  holy,  reading  the  Bible 
reverently  and  committing  to  memory  the  Shorter 
Catechism.  It  was  the  good  Scotch  recipe  for  bringing  up 
children  'in  the  way  they  should  go'  ". 

Not  only  was  Mr.  Hall  fortunate  in  the  family  from 
which  he  sprang,  but  also  in  the  community  in  which  he 
was  reared.  It  was  a  God-fearing  community.  It  had  its 
church  with  school  nearby.  In  the  one  he  learned  to  love 
the  Lord,  and  in  the  other  he  formed  a  taste  for  good 
literature,  and  was  fired  with  a  desire  for  a  finished 
education. 

There  were  two  gifts  which  manifested  themselves  in 
early  life.  —  A  remarkable  memory  and  unusual  powers 
of  concentration.  When  he  was  more  than  eighty  years 
old  he  recalled  clearly  the  earthquake  of  1811  and  com- 
pared it  with  that  of  1886.  He  recalled  vividly  the  cam- 
paigns of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  from  1812  to  1815.  Asa 


child  he  learned  the  Shorter  Catechism,  and  until  his 
death  he  could  ask  and  answer  every  question  in  the 
catechism  with  perfect  accuracy.  When  he  was  past 
eighty  he  could  read  Latin  with  almost  the  facility  he 
could  read  English,  and  often  read  Latin  for  recreation. 
What  he  once  learned  his  mind  seemed  never  to  lose. 

His  powers  of  concentration  were  equal  to  his 
memory.  His  absorption  in  thought  made  him  absent- 
minded.  His  father  thought  him  impractical.  He  once 
remarked,  "I  must  educate  Davidson,  else  he  will  never 
be  able  to  make  a  living".  His  ability  to  concentrate 
enabled  him  in  later  life  to  do  well  the  work  of  several 
men.  He  filled  what  today  would  be  counted  a  heavy 
pastorate,  superintended  a  large  school  for  boys,  doing 
much  of  the  teaching  himself,  while  managing  a  farm  and 
caring  for  quite  a  number  of  slaves.  In  his  old  age  while 
crossing  a  little  mountain  on  the  way  to  New  Hope 
Church  he  remarked  to  a  young  son,  "I  have  crossed  this 
mountain  many  times  without  knowing  the  mountain 
was  here".  His  mind  was  absorbed  in  the  sermon  he  was 
to  preach.  It  was  his  ability  to  concentrate  on  the  work  in 
hand  that  enabled  him  to  accomplish  so  much. 

His  taste  for  good  literature  started  early  in  life.  The 
only  works  he  had  access  to  in  his  boyhood  were  those  of 
Cowper,  Goldsmith,  and  Bunyan,  these  he  devoured.  His 
best  opportunity  for  reading  was  on  his  way  to  and  from 
school.  With  his  favorite  book  he  was  at  the  school  house 
before  he  knew  it.  His  return  home  was  equally  pleasant. 
Later  on  in  college  he  read  Sir  Walter  Scott's  novels  as 
they  came  from  the  press.  To  him  Scott  was  always,  "the 
Great  Unknown",  his  novels  having  been  published 
anonymously.  He  entered  the  Junior  Class  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  North  Carolina  in  1826.  In  college  he  was  brought 
into  contact  with  fine  young  men  from  all  parts  of  the! 
state.  These  contacts  were  very  valuable  to  him.  The 
faculty  of  the  University  at  that  time  was  particularly 
strong.  Perhaps  the  two  teachers  who  influenced  him 
most  were  Dr.  James  Phillips  and  Dr.  Elisha  Mitchell 
He  graduated  in  1828  with  the  second  highest  honors  of 
his  class. 

After  leaving  the  University  of  North  Carolina  he 
taught  school  in  Washington,  N.  C,  for  two  years.  Here 
he  found  a  culture  and  society  particularly  pleasing  to 
him.  He  also  delighted  in  his  school  work.  However  he 
felt  the  call  of  God  to  the  Ministry,  and  when  he  had 
secured  sufficient  funds  he  proceeded  to  Union 
Seminary,  then  located  at  Hampden  Sidney,  Prince 
Edward  County,  Va.  In  order  to  reach  the  seminary  he 
bought  a  horse,  rode  horse-back  for  almost  a  week,  then 
disposed  of  his  horse  as  best  he  could  after  his  arrival 
This  illustrates  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
last  hundred  years. 

Soon  after  entering  the  seminary  Dr.  John  Holt  Rice 
died.  It  was  always  a  regret  to  him  that  he  was  not  able  to 
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)e  longer  under  the  instruction  of  this  great  teacher, 
however  he  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  teaching  and 
^reaching  of  Dr.  George  A.  Baxter.  While  in  the 
ieminary  he  made  many  friendships  which  lasted  through 
ife.  Perhaps  the  closest  of  these  friendships,  and  that 
vhich  gave  him  the  most  pleasure,  was  that  with  Dr. 
rheodorick  Pryor.  They  were  near  the  same  age,  and 
)oth  lived  well  beyond  four  score  years.  To  the  last  they 
ixchanged  letters.  His  family  can  remember  the  joy  Dr. 
'ryor's  letters  gave  him,  and  how  he  read  these  letters 
>ver  and  over  again. 

On  completing  his  seminary  course  he  became 
vangelist  in  Orange  Presbytery.  After  two  years  of  this 
vork,  he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  Thyatira  and  Franklin 
rhurches  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina.  Not  only 
v'as  Thyatira  a  very  old  church,  but  a  very  important 
me.  This  pastorate  lasted  for  ten  years. 

"In  1846  he  removed  to  Gaston  County,  where  he 
pent  the  remainder  of  his  long  and  useful  life.  His  prin- 
ipal  charge  was  Goshen,  New  Hope,  and  Olney,  but  at 
ifferent  times  he  ministered  also  to  all  the  churches  of 
he  county;  Union  in  its  infancy,  Long  Creek,  Hephzibah 
nd  in  addition  he  cultivated  one  or  more  mission  points. 
le  preached  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and  often 
/ithout  money  and  without  price.  For  many  years  he  was 
he  lone  watchman  in  Gaston  county,  and  largely  because 
f  his  efforts  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  county  lived 
nd  grew". 

As  a  preacher  he  was  always  sound,  strong,  and  at 
imes  moving.  His  constant  aim  was  the  salvation  of 
ouls.  His  ministry  was  very  fruitful.  Great  numbers  were 
eceived  into  the  church  during  his  long  ministry.  On 
eading  the  number  of  persons  a  certain  noted 
'hiladelphia  preacher  had  received  into  the  church  he 
aid,  with  surprise  and  great  humility,  "I  have  received  as 
lany  into  the  church  as  he  has". 

"When  he  came  to  Gaston  County  he  found  a  great 
ick  of  educational  advantages.  There  were  no  public 
:hools,  and  such  schools  as  existed  were  of  a  low  order. 
Vtih  characteristic  energy  he  set  about  remedying  this 
ondition  by  erecting  a  classical  school  of  high  order.  He 
ecame  himself  the  principal  teacher.  To  this  school 
ame  boys  from  a  large  section  of  North  Carolina  and 
"om  the  upper  part  of  South  Carolina.  Scores  of  young 
len  were  fitted  for  life,  who  almost  invariably  became 
seful  citizens  as  preachers,  doctors,  lawyers,  business 
len,  and  farmers.  Being  a  strong  character  and  an  un- 
sual  classical  scholar  he  left  an  indelible  impression 
pon  his  pupils. 

"He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Davidson  College  and 
le  only  one  present  at  the  Semi-Centennial  Anniversary 
hen  Dr.  Jethro  Rumple  delivered  the  historic  address. 
>r.  Rumple  said  on  that  occasion:  'Quite  a  number  of 
oung  men,  full  of  hope  and  enterprise,  had  entered  the 


ministry  of  Concord  Presbytery  while  Western  College 
was  trying  to  live.  When  these  young  men  had  achieved 
positions  and  influence  by  a  dozen  years  experience,  they 
determined  to  reopen  and  reagitate  the  college  building 
subject.**  Precious  is  the  memory  of  these  devout  men 
and  it  is  fitting  that  they  should  be  held  in  everlasting 
remembrance.  I  see  one  of  them,  Rev.  James  D.  Hall,  on 
the  platform  today,  and  I  tender  him  the  thanks  of  all, 
for  his  services  fifty  years  ago  and  our  congratulations 
that  God  has  spared  him  to  see  this  happy  day'. 

The  war  between  the  States  swept  away  much  of  his 
earthly  possessions,  but  like  others  in  our  Southland,  he 
arose  from  the  catastrophe  with  undaunted  courage,  to 
renew  his  efforts  to  meet  the  needs  of  his  family  and 
provide  for  the  education  of  his  children. 

When  the  weight  of  many  years  of  service  began  to 
press  heavily  upon  the  failing  strength  of  the  Rev.  James 
Davidson  Hall,  he  was  enabled  of  God  to  lay  down  his 
burdens  one  by  one,  and  to  find  a  sweet  satisfaction  in 
meditating  on  the  goodness  of  God,  and  in  the  reflections 
of  a  well  spent  life  as  the  father  of  a  notable  family,  and 
as  one  of  the  pioneer  preachers  in  the  Piedmont  of  the 
Carolinas.  As  he  lingered  in  the  gloaming  and  waited  for 
the  opening  of  the  gates  of  gold  he  spoke  often  of  the 
grace  and  loving  kindness  of  the  Lord  and  of  the  commu- 
nion with  Him  in  the  quiet  of  the  eventide  that  made  the 
last  years  of  his  long  and  useful  life  the  sweetest  and  hap- 
piest. When  the  last  call  came  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
August,  1892,  he  was  in  his  eighty-seventh  year,  and  all 
ready  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ.  So  he  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus.  Honor  was  paid  to  his  memory  by  a  multitude  of 
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friends  and  his  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  graveyard  of 
the  old  Goshen  Church  until  the  resurrection  morn. 
The  souls  of  believers  are  at  their  death  made  perfect 


in  holiness  and  do  immediately  pass  into  glory;  their 
bodies  being  still  united  to  Christ  do  rest  in  their  graves 
till  the  resurrection'  ". 


Rev.  James  Davidson  Hall  was  married  three  times: 


First:  To  Miss  Elizabeth  Scott. 

Child:  William  Thomas  Hall. 

Second:         To  Miss  Elvira  Brandon,  who  died  August  17,  1847. 

Child-  James  Brandon  Hall,  born  1843,  died  August  25,  1854. 

Third:  To  Miss  Elizabeth  Price  Neagle,  born  November  18,  1826,  died  April  17,  1910. 

Children:       John  Davidson  Hall;  Matthews  Neagle  Hall; 

Elva  Hall; 

Alanson  Dickey  Hall,  born  May  15,  1857,  died 

May  24,  1861: 

Franklin  Price  Hall; 

Laban  Barringer  Hall,  born  August  9,  1862,  died 

May  26,  1917,  unmarried; 

Joseph  Kirkland  Hall; 

JosiahQuincy  Hall. 


All  quotations  are  from  "Some  Pioneer  Presbyterian  Preachers  of  the  Pied- 
mont North  Carolina"  of  which  the  late  Rev.  I.  S.  McElroy,  D.  D.,  was 
author. 


REV.  BARNABAS  SCOTT  KRIDER 

Rev.  Barnabas  Scott  Krider,  son  of  Jacob  Krider  and 
Sarah  Wood  Krider,  was  born  at  Mount  Vernon,  North 
Carolina,  April  17,  1829.  He  did  part  of  his  preparatory 
studies  under  the  mysterious  schoolmaster,  Peter  Stuart 
Ney,  after  which  he  attended  Davidson  College,  and 
Columbia  and  Princeton  Seminaries.  He  was  ordained  in 
1856  by  Concord  Presbytery,  becoming  pastor  of 
Bethany  and  Tabor  Churches.  Later  he  served  Unity, 
Franklin  and  Mocksville  Churches.  From  1859  till  death 
in  1865,  he  was  the  devoted  pastor  of  Franklin  and 
Thyatira  Churches.  He  was  buried  in  the  old  graveyard 
of  Third  Creek  Church.  He  married  Maria  P.  Cowan. 

Presbytery  met,  Prospect  Church  Saturday  April  18th 
1857. 

A  call  from  the  churches  of  Unity  and  Franklin  for  the 
pastoral  services  of  Rev.  B.  S.  Krider  for  two  thirds  of  his 
time,  promising  a  salary  of  $425.00  was  laid  before 
Presbytery.  The  commissioner  from  the  church  was 
heard;  whereupon  Presbytery  placed  the  call  in  Mr. 
Krider's  hands  for  consideration.  The  call  asks  for  the 
translation  of  Mr.  Krider  from  the  churches  of  Bethany 
and  Tabor,  his  present  charge.  Rev.  B.  S.  Krider  signifies 
his  willingness  to  accept  the  call  from  the  churches  of 
Unity  and  Franklin. 

Presbytery  met,  Concord  Town  Monday  April  5th 
1858.  The  committee  to  install  Rev.  B.  S.  Krider  over  the 


churches  of  Unity  and  Franklin,  reported  that  they  hac 
attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  that  on  the  2nc 
day  of  October  1857  they  installed  him  over  the  church  o 
Franklin,  and  that  on  the  16th  day  of  October  1857  the] 
installed  him  over  the  church  of  Unity. 

Presbytery  met,  Bethany  Church  Friday  July  22n< 
1859.  Rev.  B.  S.  Krider  asked  Presbytery  to  dissolve  thi 
pastoral  relation  existing  between  himself  and  the  churcl 
of  Franklin.  Having  heard  the  reasons  for  the  request 
and  the  commissioner  from  the  church,  the  request  wa 
granted,  and  the  church  of  Franklin  was  declared  vacanl 
*     *     * 

The  Rev.  Barnabas  Scott  Krider  the  youngest  son  c 
Jacob  and  Sarah  Krider  was  born  in  Third  Creek  Cor 
gregation  Rowan  County  N.  C.  17th  April  1829.  Hi 
father  had  been  for  many  years  a  ruling  Elder  in  Thir 
Creek  Church.  His  son  the  subject  of  this  sketch  wa 
dedicated  to  God  in  Baptism,  about  the  20th  of  Jul] 
1829,  was  the  last  white  child  baptized  in  that  church  b 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Kilpatrick. 

His  childhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  the  congreg; 
tion  of  his  father;  attending  the  schools  conducted  t 
Archibald  McNeely,  P.  F.  Ney,  Rev.  J.  M.  H.  Adam 
and  J.  E.  Mumson.  Living  in  a  community  noted  for  tr 
steady  habits  of  its  population,  enjoying  the  training  j 
pious  parents,  his  mind  was  early  impressed  with  t\ 
claims  of  religion,  and  through  the  sustaining  grace 
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God  his  life  was  far  from  open  vice.  He  entered  the  Soph 
Class  in  Davidson  College  in  the  Fall  of  1847  and  was 
graduated  in  1850.  During  1849  he  was  brought  under 
religious  impressions  and  in  October  of  that  year,  made  a 
public  profession  of  his  faith  in  Third  Creek  Church,  and 
was  secured  into  communion  with  God's  people.  He  af- 
terwards was  brought  to  believe  that  the  religious  impres- 
sions, which  led  to  this  step,  had  not  been  of  a  saving 
character. 

And  after  entering  the  Seminary,  at  Columbia,  his  soul 
was  much  exercise  upon  the  question  of  his  having  passed 
from  death  into  life;  and  much  time  was  spent  in  seeking 
that  living  faith;  the  possession  of  which  he  so  much 
doubted.  The  result,  so  as  such  as  made  him  feel  he  had 
not  before  experienced  the  converting  grace  of  God,  for 
after  this  he  enjoyed  a  living  precious  communion  with 
the  Father  and  the  Son. 

After  leaving  Davidson  College,  he  engaged  in 
teaching  for  a  year  at  Taylorsville  N.C.  in  order  to  secure 
funds  for  prosecution  his  theological  course:  for  he  had 
determined  to  devote  himself  to  the  gospel  ministry.  In 
the  Fall  of  1852  he  entered  the  Seminary  at  Columbia 
S.C.  and  remained  until  the  Spring  of  1854.  On  the  20th 
of  June  1854  he  married  Miss  M.  C.  Cowan,  a  daughter 
of  Abel  and  Mariah  Cowan  of  Rowan  Co.  About  the  first 
of  September  of  the  same  year,  he  went  to  Princeton 
Seminary  to  seek  a  still  more  complete  preparation  for 
preaching  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,  and 
remained  there  about  five  months.  In  April  1855  he  was 
licensed  to  preach,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  in  ses- 
sion at  Sugar  Creek.  About  the  first  of  May  following  he 
began  to  preach  a  Stated  Supply  to  the  congregations  of 
Bethany  and  Tabor.  In  March  1856  calls  were  made  for 
his  pastoral  service  and  he  was  ordained  to  the  full  work 
of  the  ministry  and  installed  pastor  of  those  churches  on 
the  26th  of  April  at  Bethany.  Here  he  labored  with  great 
acceptance  and  with  much  success  for  about  a  year  after 
his  installation.  During  the  ten  years  which  he  preached 
to  those  churches  Bethany  was  blessed  with  the  addition 
of  25  members. 

In  the  Spring  of  1857  though  tenderly  and  greatly  es- 
teemed, by  those  churches,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
leave  them  and  labor  in  another  field.  Unity  (Rowan) 
Franklin  and  Joppa  were  churches  which  next  enjoyed  his 
ministrations.  To  these  he  labored  about  two  years,  when 
he  left  Joppa  and  Franklin  to  accept  a  call  to  Thyatira  for 
two  thirds  of  his  time,  still  giving  the  remaining  third  to 
Unity,  of  which  he  had  been  installed  pastor  on  the  16th 
of  October  1857. 

He  commenced  preaching  at  Thyatira  the  first  of  June 
1859  and  was  installed  pastor,  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 
At  the  Spring  meeting  of  Presbytery  1863  the  pastoral 
relation  between  him  and  the  church  of  Unity  was  dis- 
solved when  he  accepted  a  call  from  Thyatira  for  the 


whole  of  his  time,  and  there  labored  faithfully  until  called 
to  his  reward. 

While  he  preached  to  the  church  at  Unity  there  were 
added  to  the  church  under  his  ministry  on  examination 
48  members  and  9  by  certificate. 

To  the  church  at  Thyatira,  were  added  132  white  and 
41  colored  members.  During  his  ministry  in  that  church, 
it  was  blessed  with  two  precious  revivals,  the  last  of  which 
occurred  about  two  weeks  before  his  death. 

In  this  revival  his  soul  was  rejoiced  to  see  twenty  seven 
of  the  young  men  and  women  of  his  charge  gathered  into 
the  fold  of  Christ.  After  the  meeting  he  was  very  unwell 
for  some,  when  a  severe  attack  laid  him  on  his  bed,  from 
which  he  was  to  go  forth  no  more  among  the  living:  after 
a  few  days  of  suffering  patiently  endured,  with  his  mind 
on  eternal  concerns,  he  passed  away  to  that  heavenly 
temple  to  behold  its  glories  and  participate  in  its  praises. 
He  died  on  the  19th  of  October  1865  and  was  buried  at 
Third  Creek  Church. 

His  death  strikingly  displays  the  power  of  faith  to 
sustain  the  soul  in  the  dark  hours  of  dissolution  for  he 
died  under  circumstances  peculiarly  trying.  He  was  not 
only  called  away  in  the  midst  and  in  the  midst  of  his 
usefulness,  but  he  was  called  to  leave  a  fond  and  devoted 
wife,  and  six  little  helpless  children,  alone  in  the  deep 
gloom  of  that  night  of  sorrow  and  desolation,  which 
come  down  on  our  unfortunate  country.  To  leave  such  a 
family  under  circumstances  which  filled  the  stoutest 
heart  with  fears  as  to  its  future,  as  well  calculated  to  try 
the  faith  of  any  saint,  and  it  was  to  him  a  severe  ordeal. 

But  committing  them  all  into  the  hands  of  a  covenant 
keeping  God,  he  acquiesced  in  the  mysterious 
providence,  saying  I  suppose  that  the  work  given  me  to 
do  here  on  earth  has  been  done,  and  I  must  go  to  higher 
work  above.  Thus  passes  away  one  whose  ministerial  life 
though  limited  to  ten  years,  had  accomplished  much  for 
the  Redeemers  kingdom.  To  the  different  churches  which 
he  served  there  were  added  under  his  ministry  more  than 
250  members  making  an  average  of  over  25  a  year.  As  a 
preacher  he  was  earnest  in  the  delivery  of  usually  a  plain 
unadorned  scriptural  message.  In  social  intercourse  he 
was  polite  to  all.  As  a  friend  he  was  warm-hearted  and 
true,  and  when  mingling  with  his  brethren  and  friend  his 
warm  congenial  heart  wreathed  his  merry  open  coun- 
tenance in  smiles,  and  kind  expressions  which  won  their 
hearts. 

While  the  younger  members  of  his  Presbytery  knew 
him  tenderly,  he  was  almost  caressed  by  the  aged  fathers. 
As  a  citizen  let  it  be  seconded  that  his  heart  deeply  felt  his 
country's  woes  —  that  he  lived  through  the  dark  days  of 
desolating  war,  and  died  as  he  had  lived  an  unswerving 
patriot.  As  a  husband  he  was  tender  and  devoted:  as  a, 
father  seeking  his  dearly  beloved  children  in  the  fear  of 
God.  True  to  his  Divine  Master  —  true  to  his  country,  — 
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true  to  the  afflicted  church  of  his  fathers  and  true  to  all 
the  noble  impulses  of  Christian  character,  we  did  well  to 
esteem  him  and  do  well  to  lament  his  death. 

Signed  C.  D.  Parks 


SAMUEL  CALDWELL  PHARR 

Samuel  Caldwell  Pharr,  born  near  Sugar  Creek, 
Charlotte,  N.  C.  March  19,  1825,  his  father,  Rev.  Walter 
Smiley  Pharr,  Mother  Jane  Bain  Caldwell;  wife  Sarah 
Springs;  children,  Margaret  (Mrs.  Albert  S.  Morrison), 
Cynthia  (Mrs.  James  Pat  Garner),  Walter  Springs  Pharr. 

Samuel  Pharr  entered  Davidson  College  1837, 
graduated  in  class  1841.  Then  graduated  from  Princeton 
University  in  New  Jersey;  1845.  Seminary  in  Richmond, 
Virginia  1847.  He  was  taken  into  the  Concord  Presbytery 
and  Ordained  as  a  Minister  to  proclaim  the  word  of  God. 
Pastor,  Providence  and  Sharon  Churches,  1848  to  1855. 
Professor,  East  Tennessee  University  April  1 1,  1856,  un- 
til April  5,  1858.  Also  was  stated  supply  of  Lebanon 
Church  1856  &  1857.  Pastor  Hopewell  church  1858  to 
1866.  Pastor,  Thyatira  and  Franklin  Churches,  May  1, 
1869  to  August  23,  1873.  Then  he  joined  the  Methodist 
Church  in  1874. 

REV.  SAMUEL  CALDWELL  PHARR,  1847-1856 
May  1,  1869  —  August  23,  1873 

Friday  April  11,  1856,  Rev.  Samuel  Caldwell  Pharr  D 
D  was,  at  his  own  request  dismissed  to  join  the 
Presbytery  of  Knoxville  Tenn.,  and  the  Stated  Clerk  was 
directed  to  furnish  him  with  a  letter  of  dismission. 

April  5,  1858,  Rev.  Samuel  Caldwell  Pharr  D  D, 
presented  a  letter  of  dismission  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  He  was  examined,  and  his  examination 
being  satisfactory  he  was  received  as  a  member  of  the 
Concord  Presbytery. 

Presbytery  met,  Castanea  Grove  Friday,  April  30th 
1869.  A  call  from  Thyatira  church  for  the  pastoral  ser- 
vices of  Rev.  S.  C.  Pharr  for  two  thirds  of  his  time, 
promising  him  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  Five 
dollars,  was  read,  and  also  a  call  from  Franklin  church 
for  one  third  of  his  time,  promising  him  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  thirty  three  dollars,  was  read.  These  calls 
were  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Rev.  S.  C.  Pharr  accepted  the  calls  placed  in  his  hands, 
and  he  and  J.  K.  Graham  were  appointed  to  arrange  for 
his  installation.  The  committee  to  arrange  for  the  in- 
stallation of  Rev.  S.  C.  Pharr  D.D.  reported  as  follows; 
That  the  services  take  place  at  Thyatira  Church  on 
Saturday  before  4th  Sabbath  of  May  at  1 1  A.M.  the  con- 
gregation of  Franklin  church  being  notified  to  be 
represented,  that  Rev.  W.  A.  Wood  preach  the  sermon, 


Rev.  J.  D.  Hall  preside  and  propose  constitutional  ques- 
tions and  charge  the  pastor  and  Rev.  J.  Rumple  charge 
the  people. 

A  petition  was  read  from  Franklin  church;  asking  per- 
mission to  change  the  wording  of  the  call  to  their  pastor; 
Rev.  S.  C.  Pharr  D.D.  so  as  that  said  call  shall  read  "for 
one  half  of  his  time",  instead  of  "one  third  of  his  time", 
and  "promising  him  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars",  in- 
stead of  "two  hundred  and  thirty  three  dollars",  as  now 
specified  in  the  call,  including  parsonage. 

Also  a  petition  was  read  from  Thyatira  church  for  per- 
mission to  change  the  wording  of  the  call  to  their  pastor 
Rev.  S.  C.  Pharr  D.D.  so  as  that  said  call  shall  read  for 
one  half  of  his  time,  "instead  of  two  thirds  of  his  time", 
and  promising  him  three  hundred  fifty  dollars,  instead  of 
four  hundred  and  seventy  five  dollars,  as  now  specified  in 
the  call",  which  permission  was  granted  to  each  of  said 
churches  respectively. 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  minute 
touching  the  case  of  Rev.  S.  C.  Pharr  D.  D.  presented  the 
following  which  was  accepted  and  adopted;  In  accor- 
dance with  the  requirements  of  our  Standards  (Book  of 
Discipline  Chapter  V,  sections  10  &  12)  we  must  either 
suspend  or  depose  the  one  found  guilty. 

Because  of  the  number  of  base  flagitions  crimes,  we 
recommend  that  Rev.  S.  C.  Pharr  D.  D.  be  suspended  in- 
definitely from  the  ministry.  Rev.  J.  Rumple  was  appoin- 
ted to  visit  Franklin  church,  and  declare  the  pastoral 
relation  between  said  church  and  Rev.  S.  C.  Pharr  D.  D. 
dissolved,  and  said  church  vacant.  August  23rd  1873. 

REV.  SAMUEL  CALDWELL  PHARR 

In  gathering  information  for  this  book,  Miss  Mary 
Pharr  told  me  of  a  legend  concerning  Rev.  Samuel 
Caldwell  Pharr.  As  the  story  goes,  he  graduated  from 
Davidson  College  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old  and 
wanted  to  further  his  education.  His  father,  Rev.  Walter 
Smiley  Pharr,  realized  he  had  a  son  with  above  average 
intelligence,  and  he  wanted  his  son  to  continue  his  school- 
ing, but  he  did  not  want  his  son  to  get  "The  Big  Head" 
and  be  unable  to  live  with  the  neighbors.  So  as  the  story 
goes,  he  told  his  son  that  if  he  wanted  to  further  his 
education  he  would  have  to  ride  a  horse  to  school.  Young 
Samuel  accepted  the  proposition  and  rode  a  horse  to 
Princeton  University,  in  New  Jersey.  He  graduated  from 
Princeton  and  went  on  to  Seminary  in  Richmond, 
Virginia.  From  there  he  was  taken  into  the  Concord 
Presbytery  and  ordained  as  a  minister  to  proclaim  the 
word  of  God  to  everyone. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Caldwell  Pharr  served  his  Lord  until 
death. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Caldwell  Pharr  was  moderator  of 
Concord  Presbytery  April  14,  1871. 
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ELMWOOD  CEMETERY  CHARLOTTE,  N.  C. 

March,  1884: 

Dr.  S.  C.  Pharr,  DD 

Died  of  chest  dripsy  of  heart  disease. 

Certified  to  by  L.  W.  Hunter,  M.  D. 

Buried  on  lot  130  section  A. 

DEATH  OF  DR.  SAMUEL  PHARR 

Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  C.  Pharr  is  dead.  This  well  known 
divine  laid  down  the  burden  of  a  long  and  eventful  life  at 
his  home  about  four  miles  from  the  city,  last  Sunday 
Morning,  and  yesterday  his  remains  were  interred  in 
Elmwood  Cemetery.  Rev.  J.  T.  Bagwell,  of  Tryon  street 
Methodist  Church,  conducted  the  funeral  service  from 
the  late  residence  of  the  deceased,  after  which  the  body 
was  followed  by  a  large  concourse  of  friends  and 
relatives.  Dr.  Pharr  was  about  55  years  old  and  served  a 
number  of  churches  in  this  the  county  for  many  years.  He 
was  at  one  time  pastor  of  Providence  church  and  af- 
terward of  Sharon.  He  also  served  a  church  in  Rowan 
County  (Franklin).  About  fifteen  years  ago  he  changed 
from  Presbyterian  to  Methodist  minister,  and  since  then 
to  about  one  year  ago  he  has  preached  from  Methodist 
pulpits.  His  last  charge  was  at  Rockingham,  where  a 
little-over  twelve  months  since,  he  was  stricken  with 
paralysis.  He  was  brought  to  his  old  home  near  this  city, 
where  he  lingered  until  Sunday  Morning  last,  when  death 
came  to  his  relief.  Dr.  Pharr  was  conscientious  in  his  con- 
victions and  outspoken  in  his  opinions.  His  labors  in  the 
Master's  vineyard  were  long  and  toilsome,  yet  faithful 
withal,  and  were  productive  of  much  good;  and  now  he 


has  entered  into  that  glory  and  rest  to  which  he  directed 
so  many  troubled  souls  during  his  long  ministrations 
among  our  people,  that  glory  which  comes  to  the 
righteous  and  that  rest  which  comes  to  the  weary. 

Charlotte  Observer 

Carolina  Watchman,  Salisbury,  N.  C. 

March  20,  1884 

SAMUEL  CALDWELL  PHARR,  1847-1856 

The  call  of  the  Reverend  Samuel  Caldwell  Pharr  is 
recorded  in  the  Session  Minutes  as  follows: 

In  the  good  providence  of  God,  the  way  opened  im- 
mediately (referring  to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Sherrill)  for 
securing  the  services  of  the  Reverend  Samuel  C.  Pharr, 
who  has  been  laboring  with  great  success  in  both 
churches  (Providence  and  Sharon)  to  the  present  time. 
February  14,  1854.  He  was  ordained  at  Sharon  Church 
on  the  20th  of  May.  1848. 

Mr.  Pharr  was  directly  descended  from  at  least  six 
generations  of  distinguished  Presbyterian  ministers.  He 
was  the  great-grandson  of  the  famous  Alexander 
Craighead,  whose  father  and  grandfather  were  both 
ministers  in  Ireland.  He  was  the  grandson  of  S.  C. 
Caldwell,  noted  Sugar  Creek  pastor  and  supply  of 
Providence  for  two  years,  and  he  was  the  son  of  the 
Reverend  Walter  Smiley  Pharr,  longtime  pastor  of 
Ramah  and  Hopewell  churches.  His  mother  was  Jane 
Caldwell  Pharr,  daughter  of  S.  C.  Caldwell. 

At  the  early  age  of  fifteen  Samuel  Caldwell  Pharr  was 
graduated  from  Davidson  College.  He  further  studied  at 
Nassau  Hall  (Princeton)  and  then  attended  Union 
Theological  Seminary  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1847.  On  April  10,  1847,  he  was  licen- 
sed by  the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  and  on  May  28,  1848, 
he  was  ordained  and  installed  as  pastor  of  Providence 
and  Sharon  churches.  He  had  evidently  been  supplying 
these  churches  for  some  time  before  his  ordination.  On 
May  10,  1849,  Mr.  Pharr  married  Miss  Sarah  Springs  of 
the  Rocky  River  congregation.  (The  Rocky  River 
records  give  the  name  as  "Miss  Springsteel.") 

As  the  minutes  of  the  Session  are  missing  from  April, 
1853  to  May,  1854,  there  is  little  recorded  about  the 
Pharr  pastorate.  This  omission  is  particularly  unfor- 
tunate since,  during  this  period,  the  famous  Dan  Baker 
revivals  took  place.  The  statistical  records  of  the  church 
show  that  in  1850  total  communicants  were  121,  and  the 
pastor's  salary  was  $225.00.  In  1853  (after  six  years'  ser- 
vice) the  pastor's  salary  was  raised  to  $250.00  per  year. 
Records  show  that  after  the  revival  117  new  communi- 
cants were  added  (Providence  and  Sharon  combined),  a 
record  which  has  probably  never  been  surpassed.  One  ac- 
count states  that  at  the  Providence  meeting  more  than  a 
hundred  converts  were  received  in  the  church. 
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It  is  recorded  that  Mr.  Pharr  was  responsible  fir  in- 
king the  famed  evangelist,  Dan  Baker,  to  hold  a 
eeting  at  Providence.  Dr.  Baker  never  entered  a  field 
ithout  a  pastor's  invitation,  and  he  always  sought  the 
istor's  advice  and  followed  his  wishes.  No  one  would 
;ny  that  much  of  the  success  of  the  revival  was  due  to 
e  hard  work  of  the  pastor  as  well  as  to  the  preaching  of 
e  noted  evangelist. 

Mr.  Pharr  was  very  popular  at  Providence.  It  was  said 
at  he  was  the  first  Providence  minister  who  made  his 
>me  in  Sharon.  The  Minutes  of  the  Session  later  record 
at  "Dr.  Pharr's  pastorate  was  without  blame,  and  he 
ft  at  his  own  request."  In  February,  1856,  Mr.  Pharr  re- 
jested  to  be  released  by  Presbytery  and  his  congrega- 
ons  in  order  to  accept  the  appointment  of  professorship 
*  languages  in  the  college  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  He 
as  released  by  Concord  Presbytery  and  then  connected 
ith  the  Presbytery  of  Knoxville,  where  he  taught  and 
rved  as  supply  for  several  churches.  In  1858  he  returned 
i  North  Carolina  to  become  pastor  of  Hopewell 
resbyterian  Church,  where  he  remained  until  1866. 
In  1867  Mr.  Pharr  became  pastor  of  Thyatira  and 
ranklin  churches  in  the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  where 
:  stayed  until  1873.  The  Presbyterian  ministerial 
cords  indicate  that  he  was  indefinitely  suspended  by 
oncord  Presbytery  and  that  he  united  with  the 
[ethodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1874.  The  following 
issage  from  the  History  of  the  Thyatira  Presbyterian 
hurch  explains  this  turn  of  events: 


Dr.  Pharr  was  a  man  of  real  ability,  an  unusually  good 
preacher  and  pastor.  On  one  Sunday  in  1869,  twenty-five 
members  were  received  by  profession  of  faith  and  six  by 
letter.  The  congregation  covered  a  large  area,  and 
visiting  all  in  horse  and  buggy  days  was  a  very  arduous 
task.  It  was  said  that  sometimes  when  he  called  at  a 
home  on  a  cold  day,  the  lady  of  the  house  would  prepare 
a  toddy.  In  due  time,  it  was  rumoured  that  the  minister 
liked  his  toddy  too  well.  Presbytery  heard  these  rumors 
and  directed  the  congregation  to  vote  whether  to  retain 
him  or  not.  The  congregation  voted  for  him;  however 
charges  were  preferred  by  Concord  Presbytery,  and  in 
1873  he  was  suspended  indefinitely. 


The  years  following  the  Civil  War  were  ones  of  dire 
irdship  in  the  country,  and  the  life  of  a  minister  was  not 
isy.  Without  knowing  all  the  facts  of  the  above  unfor- 
inate  incident,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  whether  or  not 
resbytery  acted  too  hastily.  It  will  be  noted,  however, 
lat  the  congregation  was  loyal  to  the  minister.  It  is  to 
le  credit  of  Samuel  Caldwell  Pharr,  who  had  served  the 
resbyterian  church  for  almost  thirty  years,  that  suspen- 
on  did  not  restrain  him  from  further  ministerial  service, 
id  he  continued  to  serve  his  Lord  in  the  Methodist 
^nomination. 


THE  MINUTES  OF  THE  SESSION 

FRANKLIN  CHURCH 

OCTOBER  7,  1875 

Rev.  Alexander  LaFayette  Crawford,  born  May  14, 
1824,  York  County  South  Carolina,  he  entered  Davidson 
College  the  year  1 84 1 ,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1 844; 
Lawyer,  1845-1851;  Student  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary;  Pastor,  Indiantown,  South  Carolina  1851- 
1856;  Warren  Brady  County  Ark.;  Arkadelphia,  Ark.; 
Statesville,  Mocksville,  Lexington,  Taylorsville,  North 
Carolina. 

This  Book  was  purchased  at  the  completion  of  the 
New  Church  of  Franklin,  and  opened  with  the  first  ser- 
vices; the  first  sermon  being  preached  October  7,  1875, 
1 1  O'clock  A.M.  by  Rev.  A.  L.  Crawford,  from  Haggai, 
1st  Chapter  2d  ver.  "Thus  speaketh  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
saying,  This  people  say,  The  time  is  not  come,  the  time 
that  the  Lord's  house  should  be  built".  At  7  O'clock 
P.M.  a  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Mack,  Friday  October  8th 
11  O'clock  A.M.  A  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  Rumple.  At  7 
O'clock  P.M.  a  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Mack.  Saturday 
October  9th  1 1  O'clock  A.M.  a  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  Rum- 
ple. At  1  O'clock  P.M.  a  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Mack,  At 
7  O'clock  P.M.  a  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Mack.  Sunday 
October  10th  11  O'clock  A.M.  the  sealing  ordinance  of 
Baptism  was  administered  to  Alison  Cicero  Nash,  by 
Rev.  A.  L.  Crawford,  after  which  the  Dedication  sermon 
was  preached  by  the  same  from  second  Chronicles  6th 
Chapter  1st  &  2nd  vers.  Then  said  Solomon,  The  Lord 
hath  said  that  he  would  dwell  in  the  thick  darkness.  But  I 
have  built  a  house  of  habitation  for  thee,  and  a  place  for 
thy  dwelling  forever.  After  sermon  the  Lords  Supper  was 
administered,  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  Rumple,  2  O'clock 
P.M.  a  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Mack,  7  O'clock  P.M.  a 
sermon  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Mack.  Monday  October  11th  11 
O'clock  A.M.  the  sealing  ordinance  of  Baptism  was  ad- 
ministered to  Thomas  Brandon  Fraley,  by  Rev.  A.  L. 
Crawford,  after  which  a  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  J. 
B.  Mack.  7  O'clock  P.M.  a  sermon  by  J.  B.  Mack  after 
which  the  meeting  closed. 

Written  by  W.  A.  Thomason  Clerk  of  Session. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Foster,  not  being  a  member  of 
Franklin  Church,  paid  twenty  dollars  on  the  building  of 
the  new  Church,  and  requested  that  a  note  of  it  be  made 
in  the  Church  Book. 

CONCORD  PRESBYTERY 
MET  CONCORD  TOWN  JANUARY  20th  1875 

The  object  of  the  meeting  was  announced  A  Certificate 
of  dismission  of  Rev.  Alexander  Lafayette  Crawford 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Ouachita,  of  the  Synod  of  Ark. 
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was  read,  and  on  motion  the  Presbytery  examined  Mr. 
Crawford  on  experimental  religion,  and  as  to  his 
soundness  in  the  faith. 

The  examination  being  sustained  Mr.  Crawford  was 
unanimously  received,  and  his  name  enrolled  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Concord  Presbytery. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Sustentation  made 
a  report,  which  was  received  as  information. 

Rev.  Alexander  Lafayette  Crawford  was  on  motion  re- 
elected as  Evangelist  for  one  year,  after  the  expiration  of 
his  present  term  of  service  at  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
$100.00  dollars  per  month. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Mack  tendered  his  resignation  as  Trustee  of 
Davidson  College,  which  was  accepted,  and  Rev.  Alexan- 
der Lafayette  Crawford  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  his  resignation. 

Rev.  Alexander  Lafayette  Crawford  was  appointed  to 
preach  in  Rocky  River  Church,  and  declare  it  vacant,  if 
the  way  be  clear. 

Evangelistic  Work:  Rev.  Messrs  Alexander  Lafayette 
Crawford,  P.  T.  Penick  and  R.  E.  &  E.  M.  Stevenson. 

Rev.  Alexander  Lafayette  Crawford  from  the  commit- 
tee to  organize  a  church  at  Mooresville,  if  the  way  be 
clear,  reported  that  they  organized  a  church  at  that  place 
on  Saturday  before  the  2nd  Sabbath  in  November  1875, 
consisting  of  21  members,  one  Ruling  Elder  and  two 
Deacons,  to  be  known  as  the  Mooresville  church,  which 
report  was  received  and  approved. 

Death  of  the  Rev.  A.  L.  Crawford,  Class  of  1844 

Rev.  A.  L.  Crawford,  Valedictorian  of  the  class  of 
1844,  died  very  suddenly  at  his  home  in  Taylorsville, 


This  picture  of  the 
City  Cemetery  in  Taylorsville,  N.  C. 


N.C.,  on  Sept.  30th.  Mr.  Crawford  was  a  man  of  most1 
genial  disposition  and  earnest  piety.  He  practiced  law  till 
1851,  then  entered  the  ministry  and  became  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Chester,  S.C.,  till  1856.  In  that  year  he  left 
South  Carolina  and  engaged  in  ministerial  work  inj 
Arkansas.  In  1873  he  was  called  to  Taylorsville,  N.C., 
and  has  been  ever  since  the  beloved  pastor  of  that  church. 

Rev.  A.  L.  Crawford 

James  Crawford,  or  "Crofford"  as  he  seems  to  have 
spelt  the  name  in  the  family  Bible,  came  from  North  of 
Ireland  to  Pennsylvania,  probably  settling  in  lower  East 
Pennsylvania,  where  most  of  the  Presbyterians  from 
North  of  Ireland  originally  located.  It  is  probable  that 
these  immigrants  found  the  climate  too  severe.  At  any 
rate,  a  large  portion  of  them  moved  farther  South,  going1 
especially  to  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas.  It  is  noteworthy! 
that  these  Scotch  Presbyterians  carried  down  to  South' 
Carolina  the  names  of  three  of  the  Southeastern  Counties! 
of  Pennsylvania  —  York,  Lancaster  and  Chester,  apply- 
ing them  to  districts  in  the  northern  part  of  that  state.i 

It  is  a  family  tradition  that  James  Crawford  was  an  of- 
ficer in  the  Revolutionary  Army  in  Pennsylvania,  and: 
that  during  that  period  he  moved  to  South  Carolina.  Inj 
Dr.  Howe's  "History  of  Presbyterianism  in  South) 
Carolina"  it  is  stated  that  Messrs.  James  Crawford  and! 
John  Gaston  were  elders  in  the  Richardson  or  Lower 
Fishing  Creek  Church  in  York  District  in  1792.  This; 
church  was  first  settled  in  1749-1751  chiefly  by  persons 
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3m  Pennsylvania  professing  the  Presbyterian  faith, 
lexander  Crawford,  father  of  Rev.  A.  L.  Crawford,  is 
ported  by  Dr.  Howe  as  being  an  elder  in  the  same 
urch  in  1820  and  in  1845. 

James  Crawford's  wife,  Isabella,  died  March  2,  1792, 
d  his  death  is  recorded  in  the  family  Bible  as  occurring 

December  6,  1812.  Alexander  Crawford  owned  a  grist 
ill  on  Fishing  Creek.  On  January  2,  1816,  he  married 
irah  Culp.  He  died  February  2,  1851.  Sarah  died 
ovember  17,  1863,  and  was  buried  in  the  Johnsville 
;metery  in  Bradley  County. 

Alexander  Lafayette  Crawford  was  born  in  York  Dis- 
ct,  S.  C,  May  24,  1824.  He  was  graduated  from 
ividson  College  as  valedictorian  of  his  class  in  1844. 
i  December  5,  1850,  he  married  Melinda  Parthenia, 
ughter  of  Rev.  John  Harrington  and  Harriet  Hudson. 
'.  Howe  reports  him  in  1852  as  pastor  of  Indiantown 
lurch  in  Williamsburg  District,  South  Carolina.  In 
49  this  church  is  reported  to  have  had  348  communi- 
nts,  of  whom  215  were  colored. 
In  1857  he  received  a  call  from  the  Johnsville  Church, 
le  next  year  he  came  out  from  South  Carolina  to  accept 
s  call,  bringing  his  wife  and  four  small  sons  with  him. 
vo  of  these  died  in  infancy,  Walter  and  Baxter.  Eight 
ildren  were  subsequently  born.  The  church  at  Warren 
is  established  in  1858.  Some  time  during  the  war  be- 
een  the  States  he  moved  down  near  the  Johnsville 
lurch.  He  built  his  home  there  with  his  own  hands, 
jout  1865  he  moved  to  Arkadelphia  in  Clark  County 
d  became  pastor  of  that  Church,  supplying  the  church 

Dobyville  also.  In  1874  he  moved  to  North  Carolina 
d  during  1875  he  preached  at  several  churches,  among 
lich  were  the  Center,  Third  Creek  and  Thyatira 
anklin  Churches,  located  in  Iredell  and  Rowan  Coun- 
s.  In  1876  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  church 
Mocksville,  where  he  lived  until  1883  when  he  moved 

Lexington,  still  supplying  the  Mocksville  church.  A 
v  years   later  he   moved   to  Taylorsville,   where  he 
cached  until  his  death  on  September  29,  1895. 
The  Warren  church  minutes  show  that  Mr.  Crawford 
is  pastor  of  the  Warren  Church  from  its  organization 

1858  until  1865.  He  taught  school  here  for  several 
ars.  If  he  moved  back  to  Johnsville  the  records  do  not 
ow  it,  but  the  records  do  show  that  he  moved  from  the 
arren  Church  to  Arkadelphia  in  1865. 

DEATH  OF  REV.  A.  L.  CRAWFORD 

On  the  22nd  of  September,  1895,  Rev.  A.  L.  Crawford 
eached  to  his  people  in  the  town  of  Taylorsville,  Alex- 
ider  county,  N.  C,  with  his  usual  vigor.  The  sermon  at 
ght  was  from  the  text,  "But  the  very  hairs  of  your  head 
e  all  numbered;"  in  which  discourse  the  precious  doc- 
ne  of  a  special  Providence  was  unfolded.  The  closing 
ntence,  summing  up  the  result  of  the  discussion,  was  an 


eloquent  expression  of  the  sentiment  that,  whatever  fate 
befell  the  child  of  God,  if  even  death  itself  suddenly  cut 
him  down,  it  was  well. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  the  following  Sabbath, 
without  a  moment's  warning,  Brother  Crawford,  in  the 
presence  of  his  astounded  family,  fell  upon  his 
hearthstone  —  dead. 

Synod  records  these  facts  with  a  deep  sense  of  its  loss, 
with  heart-felt  sympathy  for  his  afflicted  family  and  with 
a  profound  sense  of  the  solemn  lesson  this  Providence  en- 
forces upon  us  all,  "Be  ye  also  ready,  for  the  Son  of  Man 
cometh  at  an  hour  when  ye  think  not." 


REV.  ROBERT  WARREN  BOYD 
Rocky  River  Church  March  31st  1881 

Rev.  Robert  Warren  Boyd,  born,  Chester  Co.  S.  C, 
Dec.  8,  1839;  F,  Robert  B.;  M,  Elizabeth;  W,  Sarah  Jane 
Backstrom,  Chester  Co.,  S.  C,  May  24,  1866  (d,  15);  stu, 
Ersk— Col  &  UNC,  1859-1860;  12th  SC  Regt,  CBA;  T 
&  farming;  stu  Col  TS;  L,  1873,  Bethel  Pby;  O,  May  16, 
1874,  Cone  Presb;  P,  Unity  &  3rd  Crk  chs.  Cone  Presb, 
1874-78;  P,  Unity  &  Franklin  ches,  Cone  Pres,  1878-88; 
P,  Castanea  Grove  &  Unity  ches,  Meek  Presb.  1888-91; 
Supt  Syn.  Orph  Home,  Barium  Spgs,  NC,  1891-1908; 
wc,  1808-10;  ss&  P,  Stuarts  Draft,  Va.,  19  1 1-17;  inf,  res, 
Mooresville,  NC,  1918-25;  died  there  December  2,  1925. 
A  call  from  Franklin  Church  for  the  pastoral  services  of 
Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd  for  one  half  his  time,  promising  a 
salary  of  $300.00  per  annum,  was  read  and  placed  in  his 
hands. 

Rev.  R.  B.  Boyd  having  signified  his  acceptance  of  the 
call  from  Franklin  church,  Rev.  William  W.  Pharr  and 
ruling  Elder  T.  M.  Connell  and  W.  M.  Kinkaid  were  ap- 
pointed to  suggest  arrangements  for  his  installation. 

The  committee  to  suggest  arrangements  for  the  in- 
stallation of  Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd  over  Franklin  church, 
reported,  recommending  the  following,  which  was  adop- 
ted: That  Rev.  J.  Rumple  preside  and  propose  the  con- 
stitutional questions  that  Rev.  A.  L.  Crawford  charge  the 
pastor,  and  Rev.  J.  A.  Ramsay  charge  the  people,  and 
that  Rev.  W.  A.  Wood  D.  D.,  P.  T.  Penick  and  P.  P. 
Winn  be  alternates  in  their  order,  and  also  that  the  in- 
stallation take  place  on  Saturday  before  the  1st  Sabbath 
of  June  at  11  O'clock  A.M.  June  3,  1881. 

January  31,  1888,  Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd  then  presented  a 
request  for  the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation  bet- 
ween himself  and  the  churches  of  Unity  and  Franklin; 
these  churches  were  heard  from  through  representatives. 
After  due  consideration  Presbytery  declined  to  grant  his 
request. 

Whereupon  a  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  A. 
Ramsay,  W.   R.   McLelland  and  Ruling  Elder  R.  A. 
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iox,  J.  R.  Graham  and  Dr.  J.  G.  Ramsay,  was  appoin- 
1  to  visit,  the  church  of  Franklin  and  inquire  into  the 
ndition  of  said  church,  and  report  at  the  next  Spring 
leting  of  Presbytery. 

Presbytery  met,  Back  Creek  September  19th  1889. 
rmission  was  granted  Rev.  I.  N.  Campbell  to  retain 
;  call  from  Unity  church  until  the  next  spring  meeting. 
:v.  J.  Rumple  D.  D.  was  directed  to  visit  Franklin 
urch,  and  explain  matters,  and  instruct  the  session  of 
d  church,  that  they  are  recommended  to  present  a  peti- 
n  for  Mr.  Campbell's  services  as  Stated  supply,  at  the 
;eting  to  be  held  during  Synod  in  Charlotte. 
Presbytery  met  at  the  call  of  the  moderator.  October 
,  1889.  A  quorum  being  present,  Presbytery  was 
ened  with  prayer.  Rev.  J.  Rumple  D.  D.  reported  that 
had  visited  Franklin  church  and  informed  them  of  the 
;t  that  they  could  not  have  a  pastor  or  Stated  Supply, 
til  arrears  were  paid;  that  steps  are  begin  taken  by  the 
urch  to  pay  arrears.  A  letter  was  read  stating  that 
9.00  was  subscribed  on  the  debt  to  Mr.  Boyd,  and 
52.00,  for  salary  of  Rev.  I.  N.  Campbell  for  the  com- 
l  year.  This  whole  matter  was  then  referred  to  the 
jme  Mission  Committee  to  report  during  the  present 
;sion. 

October  11,  1889.  Presbytery  met  at  the  call  of  the 
aderator,  a  quorum  being  present,  opened  with  prayer. 
The  committee  on  the  Franklin  church  matter  repor- 
i  that  they  had  conferred  with  Rev.  R.  W.  Boyd  and 
at  he  consents  to  take  the  amount  promised  now  by 
id  church  viq:  $75.00  and  as  much  more  as  can  be 
ised. 

Premission  was  granted  Franklin  church  to  employ 
:v.  I.N.  Campbell  as  Stated  Supply  for  one  year  for  a 
lary  of  $252.00  and  as  much  more  as  can  be  raised. 

REV.  ROBERT  WARREN  BOYD 

Rev.  Robert  Warren  Boyd  died  at  the  home  of  his  son, 
iscal  S.  Boyd,  Mooresville,  N.  C,  on  December  2, 
25,  following  an  attack  of  pleurisy.  He  was  a  son  of 
obert  and  Elizabeth  Boyd,  and  was  born  in  Chester 
)unty,  S.  C.  Had  he  lived  six  more  days  he  would  have 
:en  86  years  old.  After  studying  in  the  schools  of  his  day 
s  higher  education  was  carried  forward  at  Erskine 
allege  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  While  at- 
nding  the  latter  the  Civil  War  broke  out  and,  returning 

his  native  state,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F.,  12th  South 
arolina  Regiment,  where  he  did  faithful  service  to  the 
nit  of  his  rather  delicate  constitution.  Having  decided 

be  a  physician  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  but,  in 
e  providence  of  God,  he  was  turned  aside  to  the  Gospel 
inistry.  After  a  period  of  teaching  and  farming  he  en- 
red  Columbia  Seminary,  from  which  he  graduated. 

On  May  24,  1866,  Mr.  Boyd  was  happily  married  to 
liss  Sarah  Jane  Backstrom,  of  Chester  County,  S.  C. 


To  them  were  born  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living: 
Paschal  S.  Boyd,  Mooresville,  N.  C;  Miss  Celeste  Boyd, 
Cismont,  Va.;  Mrs.  Walter  Lindsay,  Richmond,  Va.;  and 
Mrs.  Harry  Gaw,  Greensboro,  N.  C.  Mrs.  Boyd 
preceded  her  husband  to  the  grave  ten  years  ago,  while  he 
was  pastor  at  Stuart's  Draft,  Va. 

Mr.  Boyd's  first  pastorate  was  at  Unity  and  Franklin. 
Later  he  became  pastor  of  Unity  and  Castanea 
Churches,  in  Mecklenburg  Presbytery.  From  here  he 
went  to  Barium  Springs,  in  June,  1891,  to  take  charge  of 
the  orphanage  of  the  N.  C.  Synod,  which  was  at  this  time 
being  removed  from  Charlotte.  This  was  to  be  the  crown- 
ing work  of  his  life.  He  continued  as  superintendent  for 
17  years,  carrying  the  work  forward  from  very  small 
beginnings  and  over  insurmountable  difficulties  to  a  posi- 
tion of  prosperity  and  permanency.  His  tender,  loving 
heart,  fine  administrative  ability,  largeness  of  vision  and 
an  unquestioning  faith  gave  him  special  fitness  for  his 
work.  All  these  gifts  he  used  in  such  a  way  that  he  was 
looked  up  to  as  a  father,  consulted  as  a  wise  counsellor, 
trusted  as  an  unfailing  friend  and  loved  as  one  whose  big 
heart  always  responded  to  the  cry  of  need.  His  faith  was 
that  of  a  child,  his  heart  was  that  of  a  mother.  No  man 
with  less  faith  could  have  succeeded  against  the  odds  he 
faced  and  the  institution  stands  today  as  a  monument  to 
his  absolute  trust  in  God.  When  the  only  building  they 
had  was  burned  to  ashes,  only  a  few  months  after  he 
began  his  work  there,  and  he  stood  with  the  homeless 
children  around  the  smoking  ruins  singing,  "Nearer  My 
God  To  Thee,"  he  saw  that  "This  was  God's  way  of 
answering  prayer  and  burning  this  institution  into  the 
hearts  of  the  Presbyterians  of  North  Carolina,"  as  he  ex- 
pressed it  afterwards. 

Upon  giving  up  the  work  at  Barium,  Mr.  Boyd  went  as 
supply  pastor  to  Tinkling  Springs  and  Stuart's  Draft 
Churches,  in  Virginia,  later  becoming  permanent  pastor 
of  the  latter,  and  continuing  there  until  he  gave  up  active 
work  by  reason  of  the  infirmitives  of  age.  Since  then  to 
the  time  of  his  death  he  had  made  his  home  with  his  son 
in  Mooresville,  spending  the  summers  at  his  cottage  in 
Montreat.  This  "beloved  man  of  God"  was  buried  from 
Little  Joe's  Church,  at  Barium  Springs,  his  body  was  ten- 
derly borne  by  the  loving  hands  of  his  former  orphanage 
boys,  and  lies  there  "in  the  shadow  of  the  monument 
which  he  built." 

Mr.  Boyd  was  a  man  of  splendid  intellect,  scholarly  at- 
tainments and  a  preacher  of  great  fervor  and  spiritual 
power.  His  piety  and  consecration  were  evident,  while  his 
labors  were  marked  by  the  sacrificial  spirit.  He  never 
sought  for  place  but  let  the  place  seek  him,  thus  showing 
his  humility  and  his  desire  to  be  led  of  the  Spirit.  In  him 
was  the  true  missionary  spirit  that  was  ever  planning  and 
praying  for  the  salvation  of  souls  and  the  extension  of  the 
Kingdom.  The  results  of  this  good  man's  life  will  unfold 
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with  the  coming  years  as  the  multitude  of  lives  he  has 
touched  and  mounded  unfold  in  their  graces  and  fruit- 
fulness. 

"Servant  of  God,  well  done."  "Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye 
have  done  it  unto  me." 

R.  A.  WHITE 


REV.  CORNELIUS  MILLER 

Rev.  Cornelius  Miller,  born  Columbus,  Miss.,  May 
1  1,  1847;  Father,  James  M.;  Mother,  Marion  Robertson 
Spiers;  w,  (1 )  Susan  J.  Stokes,  Lunenberg  Co,  Va.,  April 
21,  1874;  (2)  Mary  L.  Scales,  Rockingham  Co,  NC, 
December  12.  1876;  U  Miss,  BA,  1871;  CSA,  6th  Miss 
Cav;  UTS  Va.,  1871-74;  L,  Ap.  17,  74,  W  Han  Pby;  O, 
October,  30,  1875,  Or  Pby;  P,  Madison,  Wentworth  & 
Leakesville  (NC),  1874-85;  P,  Bonham  &  Honey  Grove, 
Tex,  1882-83;  P,  Alamance  ch,  Or  Pby,  1885-(p, 
Burlington  &  Springwood  chs,  1885-88:  ss,  Jamestown  & 
Speedwell  chs,  1888-90;  ss,  Asheboro  &  Worthville  chs, 
1890-91;  p.  Unity.  Franklin  &  S  River  chs,  Or  pby,  1891- 
92;  ev,  Or  Pby,  1892-97;  p.  Rocky  River,  Zion  &  White 
Hall  chs,  Cone  Pby,  1897-99;  ev.  Or  Pby  1899-1903;  p 
Soddy,  Sale  Crk  &  Washington  chs,  Knoxv  Pby  1903-04; 
ss,  &  p,  Dallas,  Cherryville,  Hephzibah  &  Waco  chs, 
Kings  Mtn  Pby,  1904-  (ss,  Mt.  Holly  ch,  1904-05)  -1910; 
p.  Unity,  Franklin  &  Third  Crk  chs,  Kings  Mtn  Pby, 
1910;  inf;  Died  Dalton,  Ga.,  February  13,  1912. 

Presbytery  met,  July  14th  1891. 

Calls  were  read  from  Franklin  and  South  River 
churches  for  the  pastoral  services  of  Rev.  C.  Miller  of 
Orange  Presbytery  promising  him  $300.00  and  $100.00 
respectively.  These  calls  being  found  in  order,  said 
churches  were  authorized  to  prosecute  the  same  before 
the  Orange  Presbytery. 

Presbytery  met,  September  10th  1891. 

A  call  from  Unity  church  for  the  pastoral  service  of 
Rev.  C.  Miller  promising  him  a  salary  of  $300.00  and  use 
of  manse  and  grounds  for  one  half  his  time,  was  read  and 
being  found  in  order,  was  placed  in  his  hands,  and  accept- 
ed. Mr.  Miller  having  previously  accepted  calls  from 
Franklin  and  South  River  churches,  placed  in  his  hands 
by  Orange  Presbytery.  Rev.  C.  Miller  and  Elder  J.  A. 
Kluttz  were  appointed  to  arrange  for  his  installation  at 
the  churches  of  Unity,  Franklin  and  South  River. 

Touching  the  removal  of  Rev.  C.  Miller  from  his  pres- 
ent charge  to  engage  in  Synodical  Evangelistic  work, 
reported  the  following:  After  hearing  Mr.  Miller  and 
learning  from  him  that  he  had  notified  each  of  his 
churches,  that  he  desired  to  accept  the  call  to  labor  as  an 
Evangelist,  and  that  he  had  asked  them  to  unite  with  him 


in  requesting  Presbytery  to  allow  him  to  accept  this  call 
and  be  dismissed  to  Orange  Presbytery  and  that  the 
representatives  from  his  churches  were  present,  your 
committee  recommend  that  Presbytery  hear  Mr.  Miller 
and  these  representatives  and  take  the  matter  into  con- 
sideration. Presbytery  then  heard  Mr.  Miller,  the 
representatives  from  his  churches,  and  also  Rev.  E.  W. 
Smith,  Touching  this  matter. 

Whereupon  Presbytery  dissolved  the  pastoral  relation 
between  Mr.  Miller  and  Unity,  Franklin  and  South  Rivet 
churches,  and  dismissed  him  to  Orange  Presbytery. 

April  8th  1892. 

REV.  CORNELIUS  MILLER 

Rev.  Cornelius  Miller  was  born  in  Columbus,  Miss. 
May  11,  1847. 

Both  his  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland,  descendant 
of  some  of  the  most  renowned  families  of  Scotcl 
Covenanters.  Brother  Miller  was  thus  blessed  with  ; 
Presbyterian  parentage.  In  early  life  he  imbibed  the  spiri 
of  liberty  and  independence.  While  yet  a  mere  youth,  h> 
enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Mississippi  Confederate  Cavalry.  I 
is  said  of  him  at  this  period  of  his  life:  "As  a  soldier  h 
was  faithful  and  brave,  true  to  the  principle  he  believed  t 
be  right  to  the  end." 

Later  he  became  a  commissioned  officer  in  th 
Sacramental  host  of  God's  elect  and  served  under  th 
"Prince  of  Peace"  in  various  fields  with  great  fidelity  an 
efficiency. 

He  graduated  with  distinction  from  the  University  c 
Mississippi  at  Oxford,  1871.  He  took  the  full  three  year 
course  in  the  Union  Theological  Seminary.  Here  as  in  hi 
literary  institution,  he  stood  high  in  the  estimation  c 
faculty  and  fellow  students. 

Licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  West  Hanover,  April  1' 

1874,  ordained  by  Presbytery  of  Orange  October  3( 

1875,  he  served  the  churches  of  Madison,  Wentworth  an 
Leaksville,  in  Rockingham  County,  N.  C,  first  as  State 
Supply,  then  as  pastor,  1874-1882. 

While  in  this  field  he  was  married  twice;  first  to  Mif: 
Susan  Stokes,  of  Lewisburg,  Va.  She  lived  but  a  shoi, 
while.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Miss  Mary  Scales  ci 
Madison,  N.  C.  She  with  five  of  her  six  children  and  or 
of  the  former  union,  together  with  two  brothers  and  thrt 
sisters,  survive  him.  May  the  Father  of  mercies  and  tr 
God  of  all  comfort  be  with  them. 

From  1882-1883  Brother  Miller  was  pastor  of  Bonhai; 
and  Honey  Grove  Churches,  Fannin  County  Texas.  Tr 
two  years  following  he  served  again  his  first  charge  i 
North  Carolina.  From  1885-1891  he  was  pastor  i 
Alamance  Church  in  Guilford  County.  During  this  tin- 
he  also  served  the  churches  of  Burlington,  Springwooi 
Jamestown,  Speedwell,  Asheboro  and  Worthville. 

From  1891-1892  he  was  pastor  of  Unity,  Franklin  ar 
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>uth  River  Churches  in  Concord  Presbytery. 
From  1892-1897  he  labored  with  great  success  as 
ecial  evangelist  of  Stokes  County,  enduring  hardness 
a  good  soldier  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Returning  to  Concord  Presbytery  he  served  Rocky 
tver  and  Zion  Churches  as  pastor  for  two  and  a  half 
ars.  From  1899  to  January  1903  he  again  did  the  work 
evangelist  in  Stokes  County,  continuing  to  make  full 
oof  of  his  ministry. 

The  following  year  he  served  the  churches  of  Soddy, 
tie  Creek  and  Washington  in  Knoxville  Presbytery. 
Jtuming  again  to  North  Carolina  he  labored  in  the 
urches  of  Dallas,  Mt.  Holly,  Cherryville,  Hepzibah, 
.d  Waco  in  Kings  Mountain  Presbytery,  from  1904- 
10.  Called  again  to  his  old  field,  Unity,  Franklin  and 
lird  Creek,  he  served  them  for  about  a  year  as  pastor 
ict,  preaching  as  he  was  able,  but  was  never  installed, 


on  account  of  failing  health.  For  another  year  his  service 
was  in  patiently  waiting  the  Master's  will  —  "For  they 
also  serve  who  only  stand  and  wait." 

In  Dalton,  Stokes  County,  N.  C,  February  14,  1912, 
after   a    protracted   illness,   borne   with   meekness   and 
Christian  fortitude,  he  quietly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus. 
Asleep  in  Jesus!  blessed  sleep, 
From  which  none  ever  wakes  to  weep." 

Brother  Miller  obeyed  the  command  of  the  inspired 
prophet;  "Seekest  thou  great  things  for  thyself?  Seek 
them  not."  As  was  said  of  the  Master,  "The  common 
people  heard  him  gladly." 

Like  Abel,  "He  being  dead  yet  speaketh  saying  to  each 
of  us:  "Be  great  not  like  Caesar  stained  with  blood,  But 
only  great  as  you  are  good." 

DUGALD  MUNROE,  Committee 
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MILES  ABERNETHY  HENDERSON 

Presbytery  met,  October  19th  1892. 


Rev.  Miles  Abernethy  Henderson,  Born  Gaston 
County,  North  Carolina,  November  26,  1844;  w, 
Margaret  Slade,  September  22,  1 886;  CSA,  1 862-6?;  Col 
TS,  1883;  L  &  O,  Ap,  1887,  Mock  Pby;  p,  Brittain,  N.C. 
&  grp,  1888-92;  p,  Unity,  Franklin  &  South  River  chs, 
Woodleaf,  N.C.  1893-95;  wc,  Rutherfordton,  1896-1900; 
wc,  Shelby,  1900-03;  inf,  Rutherfordton,  1903-08;  died 
March  21,  1908. 

Calls  from  Unity,  Franklin  and  South  River  churches 
for  the  services  of  Rev.  M.  A.  Henderson,  of  Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery,  were  read,  promising  him  $300.00  and 
manse,  $275.00  and  $57.00  respectively;  these  calls  were 
ordered  to  be  endorsed  by  the  Stated  Clerk,  and  the 
churches  were  granted  permission  to  prosecute  them 
before  Mecklenburg  Presbytery. 


A  certificate  of  dismission  was  read,  dismissing  Re 
M.  A.  Henderson  from  Mecklenburg  Presbytery  to  uni 
with  this  Presbytery;  and  after  the  usual  examinatio 
Mr.  Henderson  was  received  as  a  member  of  thj 
Presbytery  and  his  name  ordered  to  be  enrolled. 

The  calls  from  Unity,  Franklin  and  South  Riv! 
churches,  for  the  services  of  Rev.  M.  A.  Henderson,  rei 
on  yesterday,  were  placed  in  his  hands  and  accepted  1 
him.  A  committee  consisting  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Wharey  D 
and  Elder  R.  Culbertson,  was  appointed  to  arrange  f 
his  installation  at  these  several  churches. 

Presbytery  met,  October  20th   1892.  The  committ 
appointed  to  arrange  for    he  installation  of  Rev.  M 
Henderson  at  Unity,  Franklin  and  South  River  church 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted:  Th 
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ev.  J.  Rumple,  D.D.  Rev.  P.  H.  Dalton,  and  Ruling 
Ider  I.  H.  Foust  and  Frank  Brown,  install  him  at 
ranklin  and  South  River  at  a  time  convenient  to  all  par- 
;s. 

Presbytery  met,  April  12th  1893.  Committee  to  install 
ev.  M.  A.  Henderson  at  Franklin  and  South  River 
ported  the  duty  performed.  The  report  was  received 
id  approved. 

Dissolutions  of  pastoral  relations,  Rev.  M.  A.  Hender- 
in  and  Unity,  Franklin  and  South  River  churches,  May 
st  1895. 


MILES  ABERNETHY  HENDERSON 

Miles  Abernethy  Henderson  was  born  November  26, 
544,  in  Gaston  county,  N.C.  In  early  life  he  professed 
ith  in  Christ  and  was  received  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
astanea  Grove  Presbyterian  church  under  the  pastorate 
'the  late  Rev.  Hall  Morrison,  D.D. 

While  still  a  young  man  Mr.  Henderson  was  ordained 
id  installed  a  Deacon  in  the  Castanea  Grove  Church.  A 
w  years  later  he  was  made  an  Elder  and  served  the 
lurch  faithfully  in  Presbytery  and  Synod. 

In  1863  he  joined  the  Confederate  army  and  fought  to 
e  close  of  the  war  for  his  beloved  Southland. 

When  about  40  years  old  Mr.  Henderson  decided  to 
xve  the  Master  in  the  ministry  of  the  Church  he  loved 
i  well  and  was  received  under  the  care  of  Mecklenburg 
resbytery.  His  theological  training  was  received  in  the 
;minary  at  Columbia,  S.C. 

He  was  a  charter  member  of  Kings  Mountain 
resbytery  over  which  body  he  presided  as  Moderator  at 
rittain  in  the  Spring  of  1907.  He  also  represented  the 
resbytery  in  the  Birmingham  Assembly. 

In  April  1887,  the  Presbytery  of  Mecklenburg  or- 
lined  him  to  the  ministry  and  at  the  same  time  installed 
m  pastor  of  Brittan  church  in  Rutherford  county,  N.C. 
e  became  also  pastor  of  Duncan's  Creek  church.  After 
boring  in  this  field  six  years,  he  received  and  accepted 
ills  to  Unity,  Cleveland  and  South  River  churches  in 
owan  county,  Presbytery  of  Concord.  Here  he  labored 
iur  years  when  his  health  failing,  he  returned  to  Ruther- 
>rd  county  and  settled  on  a  farm.  Later  he  moved  to 
lelby,  N.C,  but  after  a  short  residence  there  came 
;ain  to  Rutherfordton  where  he  lived  and  labored  until 
s  death,  March  21,  1908.  A  widow  and  eight  children 
irvive  him. 

These  facts  but  faintly  tell  the  story  of  the  life  of  him 
hose  memory  we  commemorate  today.  As  a  preacher 
Ir.  Henderson  was  sound  and  practical.  He  came  to 
"each  the  gospel  of  peace  and  love.  This  was  his  mission 

life  and  this  mission  was  to  him  a  grave  responsibility, 
lthough  it  was  God's  will  that  brother  Henderson's 
Jalth  should  not  permit  him  to  continue  in  the  regular 


pastorate,  yet  as  he  had  opportunity  it  was  his  great 
delight  to  preach  the  "Old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and  his 
love."  He  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  pastors  of 
our  Church  in  Rutherford,  Polk  and  Cleveland  counties. 
For  three  years  he  was  the  efficient  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  in  the  Rutherfordton  church. 

Brother  Henderson  was  pre-eminently  a  man  of 
prayer.  Those  who  have  had  the  privilege  to  hear  his  ear- 
nest pleadings  at  a  throne  of  grace  will  not  soon  forget 
the  beauty  and  the  simplicity  of  his  prayers.  Nor  can  they 
fail  to  remember  his  childlike  faith  in  God  and  his 
assurance  that  those  prayers  would  be  answered. 

The  deep  piety  of  his  life  was  remarked  by  the  whole 
community  in  which  he  lived.  His  conduct  and  conversa- 
tion were  such  that  no  stain  marred  the  beauty  and  grace 
of  his  Christian  reputation.  To  know  him  was  to  think  of 
him  as  a  man  of  God. 

The  power  of  his  life  in  building  up  the  cause  of  Christ 
was  seen  in  his  home  life  as  well  as  in  the  service  rendered 
the  church.  His  first  purpose  was  that  of  Joshua,  "As  for 
me  and  my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord."  He  lived  to 
see  six  of  his  eight  children  brought  into  the  Church,  and 
while  living  in  Rutherfordton  his  family  did  not  fail  to  at- 
tend upon  all  the  services  of  the  sanctuary. 

Mr.  Henderson  died  triumphant  in  the  faith  which  had 
sustained  him  through  life. 

S.  L.  CATHEY 

REV.  ROBERT  SILVANUS  ARROWOOD 

Robert  Silvanus  Arrowood,  son  of  William  Arrowood 
and  Mary  Ann  Fronabarger,  born  July  28,  1854;  died 
October  31,  1919. 

Was  married  to  Mary  Louise  Dickson,  born  July  3, 
1854,  died  December  23,  1934.  They  were  Married 
March  3,  1880. 

Robert  Silvanus  Arrowood  graduated  from  Davidson 
College  1877;  Teacher  pastor  of  churches.  Organized 
Churches,  Gilwood,  Cleveland  and  Elise.  Was  founder  of 
Elise  Academy. 

Children  Annie  Isabel  born  February  28,  1882;  died 
October  2,  1952. 

Sylvia  Louise,  born  December  3,  1883;  Graduate  of 
Flora  McDonald  College.  Married  Harry  F.  Latshaw. 
Now  living  in  Baltimore  and  still  teaching. 

206  E.  Gittings  Ave.  Baltimore,  Md.  21212. 

Bessie  Dickson,  born  June  7,  1886.  Flora  McDonald 
College,  2  years;  Business  College  at  Womans  College 
Greensboro;  Mountain  Mission  Work;  Burke  County, 
North  Carolina.  Office  work  in  Table  Rock  Furniture 
Co.  until  retirement.  301  E.  Concord  St.  Ealtinton, 
North  Carolina  28655  (Hospital) 

Born  November  9,  1887;  died  February  6,  1951  A.B. 

Charles  Flinn,  Graduate  of  Davidson  College  1909; 
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Union  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond  1915,  B.D.  Ph. 
D.  U.  of  Chicago;  D.  Litt,  Davidson  College.  Pastor  El 
Campo  Texas,  Prof.  Southwestern  Presbyterian  Univer- 
sity, Rice  Institute,  The  University  of  Texas.  The  author 
of  the  following  books;  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Education 
in  a  Republic;  Development  of  Modern  Education  and 
the  History  and  Philosophy  of  Education  with  F.  Eby; 
Theory  of  Education  in  Political  Philosophy  of  Adam 
Smith;  George  Buchanaoh  the  Powers  of  the  Crown  in 
Scotland.  Numerous  articles  in  Educational  Journals.  He 
was  married  to  Flore  Kathleen  Register  in  1914. 

Marion  Roberta  Arrowood,  born  December  18,  1889; 
died  June  21.  1958.  Student  at  Flora  McDonald  College; 
Teacher  of  Music  in  Elise  Academy.  Married  to  A.  Mar- 
tel  Harrington.  Three  sons,  Thomas,  Flinn  and  Laird. 

Robert  South  born  April  9,  1892.  Married  Mary 
Dimock  Murray  born  September  30,  1897,  died  January 


18,  1933;  Married  Margaret  Murray.  Children  by  Mai 
Dimock;  Katharine  Murray,  now  Mrs.  Jack  Hicks  i 
Lynchburg  and  Mary  Dickson,  now  Mrs.  C.  A.  Hopsc 
of  Santa  Barbara,  Calif,  by  Margaret  Murray,  Robe 
South  Arrowood  Jr.  born  May  2,  1941 .  As  Second  Lt.  i 
Army  was  killed  in  Germany  by  accident  in  1965.  Robe 
South  Arrowood  Sr.,  Davidson  College  A.B.  191 
U.T.S.  Richmond  B.D.  1917;  Pastor  of  Churches  in  V 
and  N.C.  1st  Lieut.  Chaplain  in  First  World  War;  Pres 
dent  of  Mitchell  College;  Treasurer  of  Barium  Sprin] 
Home  for  Children:  Moderator  of  the  Synod  of  Nor' 
Carolina,  1965.  Now  pastor  of  the  Sardis  Church,  Li 
den,  North  Carolina. 

John  Bartley  Arrowood  born  October  22,  189 
Washington  and  Lee,  A.B.  1916.  Teacher,  1st  Liei 
U.S.A.  First  World  War.  Business  in  Greensbor 
Teacher  in  Baltimore.  Now  retired  in  Candor,  Nor 
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rarolina.  Married  in  1952  to  Josephine  Clark. 

Julia  Gordon.  Graduate  of  Flora  McDonald,  A.B.  and 
}.M.  Graduate  of  Boston  U.M.D.  Service  of  Anaesthea 
vlass  Gen'l;  Mass.  Mem.;  Hospital  in  Harlan,  Ky. 

REV.  ROBERT  SILVANUS  ARROWOOD 
1854-1919 

Rev.  Robert  Silvanus  Arrowood,  born  Gaston  County, 
low  Bessemer  City,  North  Carolina,  July  28,  1854; 
ather  William  A.;  Mother  Mary  Ann  Froneberger;  wife, 
vlary  Louise  Dickson,  Orangeburg,  South  Carolina, 
vlarch  3,  1880;  Davidson  College,  AB,  1877;  taught 
chool  at  Lincolnton,  North  Carolina,  1877-1879,  Con- 
:ord,  North  Carolina,  1881-1885;  L  &  O,  1886,  Concord 
'resbytery;  pastor  Bethpage  church,  Concord 
'resbytery,  1886-1892;  pastor  Third  Creek  church,  Con- 
ord  Presbytery  1892-  (pastor  Fifth  Creek  and  Elmwood 
lurches,  1892-1895;  pastor.  Unity,  Cleveland  and 
:ranklin  churches,  1895-1904;  pastor,  Elise,  North 
rarolina  and  Bensalem  churches,  1904-  (founded  Elise 
Academy,  1904-1914;  pastor.  Candor,  North  Carolina, 
Macedonia,  West  End  and  Ellerbe  churches,  1914-1919; 
lied  Sanford,  North  Carolina,  (while  returning  from 
iynod)  October  31,  1919. 

*     *     * 

Presbytery  met,  April  1896.  A  call  from  Franklin 
hurch  for  the  services  of  Rev.  R.  S.  Arrowood,  promis- 
ng  him  $200.00,  in  quarterly  payments,  was  read  and 
eferred  to  the  Home  Mission  Committee.  Rev.  R.  S. 
Arrowood  and  Mr.  Edwin  Shaver  were  appointed  a  com- 
nittee  to  arrange  for  the  installation  of  Rev.  R.  S. 
Arrowood  at  Franklin  church. 

Committee  to  arrange  for  the  installation  of  Rev.  R.  S. 
Arrowood  at  Franklin  presented  the  following  report, 
k'hich  was  received  and  adopted:  September  15,  1896. 

That  the  committee  to  install  Rev.  R.  S.  Arrowood  at 
:ranklin  be  Rev.  J.  Rumple  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  A.  Harris  and 
ilder  Edwin  Shaver,  and  that  the  installation  take  place 
iaturday  before  the  third  Sabbath  of  May  at  1 1  o'clock, 
)r.  Rumple  to  preside,  preach  the  sermon  and  charge  the 
tastor;  Rev.  J.  A.  Harris  to  charge  the  people. 

Concord  Presbytery  met  in  Statesville  church  August 
5th  1904. 

Rev.  R.  S.  Arrowood  requested  the  Presbytery  to  dis- 
olve  the  pastoral  relation  between  himself  and  Unity, 
:ranklin,  Third  Creek  and  Cleveland  churches,  and  gave 
lis  reasons  for  the  request. 

The  churches  were  found  ready  to  answer  on  the  floor, 
ind  were  heard  in  due  form.  Unity,  Franklin,  Third 
"reek  and  Cleveland,  concurred  in  the  request,  with  ex- 
iressed  regret,  however. 

Presbytery  thereupon  dissolved  the  relation  existing 
tetween  Brother  Arrowood  and  the  churches  named. 


Rev.  R.  S.  Arrowood  requested  the  Presbytery  to 
dismiss  him  to  Fayetteville  Presbytery.  This  request  was 
granted. 

The  Presbytery  endorsed  the  request  made  by  Rev.  R. 
S.  Arrowood,  chairman  of  Presbytery's  Committee  of 
Ministerial  Relief,  of  the  Assembly's  Secretary  of  this 
cause  for  aid  to  the  amount  of  $100.00  each  to  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Crawford  and  Mrs.  S.  R.  Hassell,  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1905. 

Copied    from    an    article    in    The    Pilot,    Vass,    North 
Carolina,  February  15,  1924. 

Rev.  Robert  Silvanus  Arrowood 
Minister  and  Educator 

An  Appreciation 
(By  John  K.  Roberts) 

The  Pilot  will  let  me  pass  over  the  living  once  more 
that  I  may  speak  in  memory  of  a  beloved  co-worker  and 
intimate  friend  of  by-gone  days;  as  the  dedication  of 
Arrowood  Hall  at  Elise  High  School  February  the  first 
offers  an  opportunity  for  me  to  pay  tribute  to  one  of  the 
greatest  men  I  have  ever  known.  Indeed  it  may  be  said 
that  the  corner  stone  and  foundations  of  Elise  High 
School  are  laid  in  the  life  blood-yes  the  very  heart-blood 
of  this  man,  I  would  honor,  the  Rev.  Robert  Silvanus 
Arrowood,  Minister  and  Educator. 

The  beginnings  of  Elise  high  school  were  clearly  the 
leadings  of  Divine  Providence.  No  mere  human  institu- 
tion could  have  weathered  as  many  months  much  less 
years  of  the  tribulations  through  which  the  Elise  school 
passed  before  reaching  stability.  The  first  of  these  was 
the  bringing  together  Mr.  W.  G.  Carter,  of  Hemp,  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  G.  McLeod  and  the  writer  in  Dr.  McLeod's 
home  one  Sunday  afternoon  shortly  after  I  became  the 
pastor  of  the  Carthage  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  fall  of 
1901  which  resulted  in  steps  being  taken  that  finally  led 
to  the  establishment  of  Elise  High  School.  As  a  result  of 
this  conversation  we  arranged  for  Rev.  E.  E.  Gillespie, 
D.D.,  who  was  at  that  time  Supt.  of  Synodical  Home 
Missions,  now  pastor  at  York,  South  Carolina,  to  con- 
duct evangelistic  services  at  Elise  for  the  week  following 
the  5th  Sabbath  in  March,  1902.  In  the  meantime  I  was 
called  to  conduct  the  funeral  service  of  Mr.  Sol  Howard, 
a  respected  and  highly  esteemed  citizen  on  Deep  River. 
This  visit  through  this  section  deepened  my  interest  in  its 
upbuilding. 

As  a  result  of  Mr.  Gillespie's  meeting  a  petition  went 
up  to  Fayetteville  Presbytery  for  the  organization  of  a 
church  and  school  at  Elise.  Presbytery  granted  the  re- 
quest for  the  organization  of  a  church;  but  failed  to  take 
action  relative  to  the  school  proposition;  therefore  the 
organization  of  the  church  was  postponed  to  a  more  op- 
portune time. 
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However  the  friends  of  the  school  proposition  con- 
tinued to  agitate  for  a  school  under  the  auspices  of  Fay- 
etteville  Presbytery.  In  the  Spring  of  1904,  two  years  later, 
W.  G.  Carter,  N.  J.  Carter,  Mr.  Lenning  (Lennig),  Mr. 
Tull,  Dr.  H.  B.  Shields  and  others  made  a  liberal  offer  for 
the  organization  of  a  school  and  a  church  at  Elise.  I 
presented  this  offer  to  the  Spring  meeting  of  Presbytery 
at  Ashpole,  April  1904.  A  warm  debate  ensued,  but  the 
earnest  advocacy  of  the  proposition  by  Dr.  H.  G.  Hill 
prevailed;  and  Presbytery  appointed  a  commission  to 
organize  a  church  and  a  Board  of  Trustees  to  establish  a 
school  at  Elise. 

Just  here  is  the  second  outstanding  leading  of 
Providence.  The  success  of  the  school  depended  upon 
securing  the  right  man. 

In  addition  to  his  school  work  Mr.  Arrowood  preached 
every  Sabbath,  being  pastor  at  times  of  the  church  at 
Elise,  Euphroma,  Be  Salem,  and  Culdee.  He  was  faithful 
as  a  Presbyterian  both  in  attendance  and  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  duties  placed  on  him  by  the  church  courts. 

Mr.  Arrowood  realized  that  Moore  County  has  many 
natural  resources;  but  that  her  greatest  assets  are  the 
moral  and  spiritual  possibilities  of  her  boys  and  girls.  To 
them  he  dedicated  his  life  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  and 
Master. 

'^et  me  say  that  people  in  all  walks  of  life,  from  far  and 
near  came  to  honor  Mr.  Arrowood  on  the  day  of  his 
burial.  Such  a  funeral  procession  I  have  never  seen.  On 
the  way  from  Macedonia  church  to  the  cemetery  after 
crossing  the  railroad  I  could  see  the  procession, 
automobile  after  automobile  passing  through  Candor  to 
the  grave;  and  looking  beheld  a  continuous  line  of  cars 
reaching  beyond  the  hill  that  hid  the  church,  a  line,  over 
two  miles  of  friends  accompany  one  whom  they  loved 
and  respected  to  his  last  resting  place. 

It  may  be  that  we  cannot  invest  our  abilities  in  life  and 
character  as  did  Mr.  Arrowood;  but  we  can  perpetuate 
his  work  by  investing  our  means  in  a  school  which 
moulds  and  forms  true  life  and  lasting  character. 

(Copied    by   Sylvia    Latshaw,   daughter   of  Robert   S. 
Arrowood,  on  October  5,  1954) 

Arrowood  Reminisces 

BY  ROBERT  S.  ARROWOOD 

My  Father,  for  whom  I  am  named,  was  born  in  Gaston 
County  July  28,  1854,  the  son  of  William  Arrowood  and 
Mary  Ann  Fronabarger. 

He  graduated  at  Davidson  College  in  1877.  At  first  he 
taught  school  at  Lincolnton  and  Concord.  During  that 
period  he  was  a  member  of  the  Teachers  Assembly  and 
was  secretary-treasurer.  He  wrote  a  resolution  during 
that  time  calling  for  a  teacher's  college  for  women  and 
addressed  to  the  Legislature.  This  resulted  in  the 
Woman's  University  at  Greensboro. 


In  1886  he  entered  the  Gospel  Ministry  and  had 
pastorates  in  Cabarrus,  Iredell  and  Rowan  Counties. 
While  pastor  at  Bethpage,  he  and  Rev.  Henry  G.  Gilland 
established  a  church.  The  Church  was  named  Gilwood 
for  the  two  pastors.  While  in  Rowan,  he  organized  the 
Cleveland  Church.  While  in  Rowan,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  County  Board  of  Education  for  several  years. 

In  1904  he  was  called  to  establish  a  school  at  Elise  and 
became  the  first  Principal  of  the  Elise  Academy.  He  and 
my  sister,  Sylvia,  taught  the  higher  subjects.  Miss  Janie 
McLeod  the  primary.  Sylvia  taught  mostly  literature, 
composition,  Bible  and  the  like;  Father  taught  Beulah's 
Grammar,  arithmetic,  geometry,  Latin  and  Greek.  He 
had  his  own  method  of  teaching;  when  a  boy  could  not 
understand  what  it  meant  to  invert  fractions,  he  picked 
him  up  by  the  heels  and  stood  him  on  his  head.  The  boy 
did  not  soon  forget  what  it  meant  to  invert. 

Though  teaching  five  days  a  week,  directing  the 
boarding  department  with  roomers  in  three  dormitories, 
and  sometimes  as  many  as  sixty  students  eating  at  his 
table,  he  did  not  neglect  his  work  as  minister.  He 
organized  the  Elise  Presbyterian  Church  in  1905  and  the 
West  End  Presbyterian  Church  in  1912.  He  was  the 
pastor  of  The  Bensalem  and  Elise  Churches  for  ten  years 
and  supplied,  from  time  to  time,  Culdee,  Eagle  Springs, 
West  End,  Pinehurst,  Euphronia,  besides  preaching  in 
the  afternoons  at  school  houses  which  have  been  discon- 
tinued,  Curriesville,  East  Philadelphia,  West 
Philadelphia  and  others.  He  held  numerous  revival 
meetings  during  the  summer. 

The  Devil  raised  up  opposition  to  his  work  and  the 
school.  Two  different  conspiracies  were  made  to  burn  his 
buildings.  The  boys  watched  the  school  all  night  with! 
shotguns.  But  the  opposition  was  overcome  and  his 
enemy  driven  out  of  the  county,  so  he  finished  his  work  in 
peace. 

Mr.  Arrowood  resigned  his  position  as  Principal  on 
Feb.  6,  1914.  The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Elise  School  after  Mr.  Arrowood's 
death: 

"The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Elise  High  School,  in  ses- 
sion at  West  End,  N.C.  Feeling  deeply  the  loss  of  a  friend 
and  co-worker  in  the  death  of  Rev.  R.  S.  Arrowood. 
desire  to  place  on  the  records  the  memorial  to  his  beloved 
memory. 

The  establishment  of  Elise  High  School  practicall) 
depended  upon  his  acceptance  of  the  Principalship.  Foi 
ten  years  he  gave  the  best  of  a  vigorous  manhood,  a  rip< 
mind,  a  consecrated  life  and  untold  sacrifice  to  buildinj 
up  the  school,  the  success  and  usefulness  of  which  is  ; 
monument  to  a  heart  devoted  to  God's  young  people 

The  Elise  High  School  would  have  failed  to  attain  per 
manency  but  for  his  unusual  business  ability,  executiv 
qualities  and  personal  sacrifices  he  made  in  the  work 
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however  dark,  wherein  he  refused  to  be  discouraged.  The 
permanence  and  influence  of  his  work  at  Elise  cannot  be 
measured  in  wood  and  stone  of  buildings,  nor  in  dollars 
and  cents  of  endowments  but  in  the  moral  and  spiritual 
manhood  and  womanhood  which  he  stamped  the  image 
of  Christ  upon  those  who  sat  under  his  teaching.  In  the 
ten  years  of  his  Principalship  15  young  men  entered  the 
Gospel  Ministry  from  his  school. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  hereby  express  sympathy  and 
condolence  to  his  devoted  wife  and  children;  and  direct 
the  Secretary  to  send  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  her." 

Three  years  after  Mr.  Arrowood  left  Elise,  Mr.  John 
McLeod,  Supt.  of  Schools  in  Moore  County,  made  the 
following  statement  which  is  quoted  in  the  History  of 
Moore  County;  "Though  the  Elise  Academy  is  not  a  part 
of  the  System  of  County  Schools,  its  record  is  un- 
paralleled. Eighteen  young  men  have  gone  into  the 
ninistry;  seven  have  studied  medicine;  sixty  are  enrolled 
as  teachers  in  North  Carolina;  six  hundred  have  received 
instruction  and  have  gone  back  home  or  to  homes  of  their 
awn,  trained  for  Christian  work.  It  is  distinctly  a  Chris- 
;ian  School  with  the  emphasis  on  Christian.  It  seeks  to 
Fully  instruct  in  all  branches  of  learning  taught  in  High 
School  and,  at  the  same  time,  develop  the  highest  stan- 
dard of  Character." 

My  Father  left  Elise  High  School  in  the  spring  of  1914 
and  returned  to  the  pastorate  in  a  group  of  churches  cen- 
tring around  Candor,  N.C.  At  Commencement  in  1914, 
Mr.  W.  G.  Carter  presented  him  with  a  beautiful 
vValtham  watch,  which  I  still  have.  In  presenting  it  Mr. 
Carter  said,  "Mr.  Arrowood  had  been  among  us  like  the 
scientist  Kepler,  Thinking  the  thoughts  of  God  after 
him." 

Mr.  Arrowood  died  while  returning  from  Synod  of 
North  Carolina.  Providentially,  I  was  with  him,  we  stop- 
ped in  Sanford  with  my  sister,  Marion.  He  had  a  massive 
stroke  and  died  in  a  few  hours.  The  date  was  October  3 1 , 
1919. 

The  Rev.  John  K.  Roberts,  pastor  of  the  Carthage 
Church  conducted  his  funeral  on  the  following  Sunday 
afternoon,  from  the  Macedonia  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
was  interred  in  the  Candor  Cemetery.  A  vast  concourse 
af  people  attended  the  services. 

As  his  son  who  was  named  for  him,  who  was  always 
very  close  to  him,  often  sitting  in  the  pulpit  as  a  small  boy 
while  he  preached,  and  providentially  with  him  when 
ieath  came,  I  think  he  can  best  be  described  in  the  words 
which  Shakespeare  put  in  the  mouth  of  Mark  Anthony  in 
speaking  of  Julius  Caesar.  It  more  truly  exemplifies  my 
Father  than  it  does  Caesar. 
'His  life  was  gentle 
^nd  the  elements  so  mixed  him, 
That  Nature  might  stand  up  and  say  to  all  the  world, 
This  was  a  man." 


REV.  DUGALD  MUNROE 

Rev.  Dugald  Munroe,  born,  Troy,  North  Carolina, 
August  21,  1846;  father,  Peter  M.  Munroe;  mother, 
Isabelle  Jane  Cameron  Munroe;  wife,  Nannie  Buie, 
Robeson  County,  North  Carolina,  1879;  CSA,  1865- 
1866;  Davidson  College,  BA,  1872;  Union  Theological 
Seminary  Virginia,  1873-1876;  L,  April  15,  1876,  Fayet- 
teville  Presbytery;  O,  Ap,  1877,  Knoxville  Presbytery; 
Stated  supply  and  pastor  Soddy,  Tennessee,  1876- 
(stated  supply.  Sale  Creek  and  Washington  churches 
1876-1877)  -1889;  stated  supply  and  pastor,  Newton, 
North  Carolina,  1889-  (stated  supply,  Sherrills  Ford  and 
Shiloh  churches,  1890)  -1895;  pastor,  Soddy  Tennessee, 
(2nd  time)  1895-  (stated  supply.  Sale  Creek  and 
Washington  churches,  1895)  -1900;  ev,  Albe  Pby,  1901- 
1903;  pastor,  Big  Rockfish  and  Hope  Mills  churches, 
Fayetteville  Presbytery,  1902-1907;  ev.  Concord 
Presbytery,  1907-1911;  pastor,  Unity  and  Franklin 
group,  Concord  Presbytery,  1911-1916;  we  and  inf,  nr 
Red  Springs,  North  Carolina,  1916-1924;  died  there 
April  30,  1924.  sc,  Knoxville  Presbytery,  1899-1901. 

The  Presbytery  met,  Statesville  church  May  18th 
1911. 

Unity,  Franklin  and  Third  Creek  churches,  presented 
calls  for  the  pastoral  services  of  Rev.  Dugald  Munroe, 
the  terms  of  these  calls  being  as  follows:  Unity  promising 
a  salary  of  $250.00  per  annum,  in  regular  quarterly  pay- 
ments and  the  use  of  the  manse  and  grounds,  for  one 
morning  and  one  afternoon  service  each  month;  Franklin 
promising  the  sum  of  $1 75.00  per  annum  in  regular  quar- 
terly payments  for  two  preaching  days  each  month;  Third 
Creek  promising  $350.00  in  regular  quarterly  payments 
for  one  half  of  his  time  or  two  morning  services  each 
month.  These  calls  were  found  in  order  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Rev.  Dugald  Munroe. 

Rev.  Dugald  Munroe  signified  his  acceptance  of  the 
calls  from  Unity,  Franklin  and  Third  Creek,  and  the 
following  committee  was  appointed  to  install  him  pastor 
of  these  churchs:  At  Unity  first  Sunday  in  July  at  1 1 
A.M.,  Rev.  R.  W.  Culbertson,  Rev.  E.  P.  Bradley  and 
Elder  E.  L.  Gaither.  At  Franklin  3:30  P.M.,  Rev.  Byron 
Clark,  D.D.,  Rev.  R.  E.  Steele  and  Elder  W.  G.  Watson. 
At  Third  Creek,  Second  Sunday  in  July  at  1 1  A.M.,  Rev. 
L.  H.  Query,  Rev.  W.  M.  Walsh  with  Rev.  C.  A.  Munroe 
alternate  to  either  and  Elder  R.  M.  Rosebro. 

Having  served  faithfully  in  the  Southern  Armies  in  the 
Sixties,  and  having  for  thirty-five  years  been  a  valiant 
soldier  of  the  Cross  with  a  Ministry  of  several  Pastorates, 
he  came  to  this  his  last  charge,  serving  also  Cleveland, 
Unity,  and  Franklin  Churches.  He  was  much  beloved  by 
the  people  of  this  Church.  His  health  failing,  he  resigned 
this  Pastorate  in  1916,  and  retired  to  the  quiet  life  at  Red 
Springs,  North  Carolina,  from  where  in  1924  he  went  to 
be  with  his  Lord. 


MEMORIAL  OF  REV.  DEGALD  MUNROE 

Our  church  has  suffered  an  incalculable  loss  in  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Dugald  Munroe,  who  passed  to  his 
reward  on  th  morning  of  April  30,  1924. 

Mr.  Munroe  was  the  son  of  Peter  and  Isabelle 
Munroe.  He  was  born  at  Troy,  N.C.,  in  the  year  1846, 
and  was  reared  in  Cumberland  county.  He  was  the  third 
son  of  six  children.  Two  of  his  brothers,  the  Rev.  C.  A. 
Munroe.  who  died  April  12,  1919,  and  the  Rev.  E.  M. 
Munroe,  who  died  December  12,  1923,  were  also 
ministers  of  the  Gospel. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  Mr.  Munroe  joined  the  army, 
serving  the  Confederate  cause  until  mustered  out  after 
the  surrender  at  Appomattox.  He  then  entered  Davidson 
College,  graduating  from  this  institution  in  1872,  and 
from  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  1876.  He  was  licens- 
ed to  preach  at  Old  Centre  church  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year.  His  first  charge  was  at  Soddy,  Tenn.,  where  he 


remained  for  fourteen  years.  It  is  a  significant  fact  that 
during  this  pastorate  nine  young  men  entered  the  Gospel 
ministry  as  their  chosen  vocation. 

He  was  married  in  the  year  1 879,  to  Miss  Nannie  Buie, 
of  Robeson  county,  N.C.,  who  was  his  tender  helpmeet 
during  his  ministry  and  his  sympathetic  companion  dur- 
ing the  declining  years  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Munroe's  ministry  covers  a  period  of  forty  years. 
On  leaving  Tennessee  in  1890,  he  returned  to  North 
Carolina  where  he  served  the  churches  at  Newton, 
Sherrill's  Ford  and  Shiloh,  in  Concord  Presbytery.  In 
1895,  he  was  called  back  to  his  old  charge  at  Soddy, 
where  he  labored  for  a  period  of  seven  years  more.  Again 
returning  to  North  Carolina,  he  ministered  to  the 
churches  at  Weldon,  Roanoke  Rapids  and  Scotland 
Neck,  in  Albemarle  Presbytery;  Big  Rockfish  and  Hope 
Mills,  in  Fayetteville  Presbytery;  Quaker  Meadows,  An- 
derson Chapel,  and  Bridgewater,  in  Concord  Presbytery. 


His  final  work  was  at  Unity,  Cleveland  and  Franklin,  a 
group  of  churches  to  which  he  ministered  from  1911  to 
1916.  The  last  few  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  the  quiet 
of  his  own  home,  near  Red  Springs,  N.C.,  where  he  fell 
asleep  in  Jesus  on  the  morning  of  April  30,  1924. 

It  is  impossible  to  compute  the  influence  of  such  a  life. 
Quietly,  unostentatiously  he  did  the  Lord's  work  in  the 
humble  fields  to  which  he  was  called,  and  there  are  many 
who  can  testify  to  the  real  helpfulness  of  his  ministry.  He 
was  a  man  of  rare  spirit,  of  broad  charity,  of  exceptional 
simplicity  and  purity  of  mind.  Like  Nathaniel  of  old,  in 
him  there  was  no  guile.  Men  loved  him  and  trusted  him, 


and  so  his  presence  was  a  benediction  in  every  com- 
munity in  which  he  ever  lived. 

Mr.  Munroe  will  be  greatly  missed.  He  will  be  missed 
not  only  in  the  quiet  of  his  own  home  and  by  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived,  but  also  in  our  church  courts, 
where  he  delighted  to  meet  with  the  brethren.  He  was  a 
good  man,  a  loving  father,  a  tender  husband,  a  loyal 
friend,  a  wise  counsellor,  a  devoted  pastor,  a  faithful 
preacher,  a  good  servant  of  Jesus  Christ. 

His  was  a  beautiful  life,  a  blessed  work.  And  now  he 
rests  from  his  labors  and  his  works  do  follow  him. 

JAMES  B.  BLACK 


REV.  WILBURN  AVERY  NICHOLSON 

Born  December  23,  1883 

Died  January  22,  1966 

May  18,  1919— September  1,  1921 


REV.  WILBL'RN  AVERY  NICHOLSON 

Rev.  Wilburn  Avery  Nicholson,  born  Mecklenburg 
County,  North  Carolina,  December  23,  1883;  father, 
John  Gaston  Nicholson;  mother,  Laura  Jane  Harkey 
Nicholson;  wife,  Frances  Reid  Clark,  Manchester,  North 
Carolina,  August  4,  1909  (died  October  5,  1949); 
children:  Wilbyrn  Avery  Jr.,  Frances  Reid  (Mrs.  Alan  C. 
Hinshelwood),  John  Clark,  Robert  McMurray,  Sylvia 
Brevard  (Mrs.  Gene  B.  Phillips),  Jane  Russell  (Mrs. 
Lewis  McClain),  Ellen  Rebecca  (Mrs.  J.  H.  Stewart) 
Davidson  College,  1902-1903,  1905-1906,  1910-1912 
Union  Theological  Seminary  Virginia,  1915-1918,  BD 
stu,  UNC;  L,  May  21,  O,  September  22,  1918,  Concord 
Presbytery;  pastor  Unity  church  and  group,  Concord 
Presbytery.  1918-1921;  pastor  Cooleemee,  North 
Carolina  and  edu'l  work.  1921-1922;  ed  and  stated  sup- 
ply, Wilm  and  Fayetteville  Presbytery  1922-1924;  pastor, 
Church  in  the  Pines,  Fayetteville  Presbytery  1924-1925; 
edu'l  wk  and  stated  supply,  Wilm  Presbytery,  1925-1929; 
pastor,  Pineville  and  Banks  churches  and  stated  supply, 
Six  Mile  Creek  church.  Meek  Presbytery,  1929-1937; 
stated  supply  North  Charlotte,  1938;  occ  ss,  res, 
Charlotte,  1939-1942;  service  center  for  Armed  Forces, 
1942-1947;  pastor,  Low  Moor  and  Oakland,  Va.,  Ap, 
1948-  (ss,  Rich  Patch,  1948)  -1949;  pastor  Academy, 
Pisgah  and  Otterwood  churches,  1949-;  wc,  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina  1950;  pastor,  Crossnore,  1950. 

Licentiate  W.  A.  Nicholson,  September  16th  1918, 
signified  his  willingness  to  accept  the  calls  of  Cooleemee 
and  Franklin  churches  now  in  his  hands,  and  Presbytery 
proceeded  to  examine  him  with  a  view  to  his  ordination. 
The  examinations  on  Personal  Piety  and  Motives,  on 
Church  History  and  Government,  on  Theology  and  the 
Sacraments,  on  Arts  and  Sciences,  on  Languages,  were 
each  sustained  as  satisfactory.  It  was  ordered  that  the 
trial  sermon  of  Licentiate  W.  A.  Nicholson  be  heard  to 
night  at  8:00  o'clock. 

Licentiate  W.  A.  Nicholson  preached  his  trial  sermon 
from  I  Chron  29:5,  and  it  was  approved  as  satisfactory 
part  of  trial.  His  examination  was  then  approved  as  a 
whole. 

E.  P.  Bradley,  Byron  Clark,  and  W.  T.  Wadley  were 
appointed  a  committee,  to  arrange  for  his  ordination  and 
installation  and  report  later. 

Presbytery  met  according  to  adjournment  June  20th 
1921. 

The  resignation  of  Rev.  W.  A.  Nicholson  as  pastor  of 
Unity  and  Franklin  churches  was  taken  up.  Represen- 
tatives from  the  churches  were  heard,  stating  that  the 
churches  concurred  with  Mr.  Nicholson  in  his  request. 
On  motion  his  resignation  was  accepted  and  the  pastoral 
relation  ordered  dissolved,  to  take  effect  September  1st 
1921. 


REVEREND  WILBURN  A.  NICHOLSON 
1883-1966 

The  Reverend  Wilburn  Avery  Nicholson,  the  son  of 
John  Gaston  and  Laura  Harkey  Nicholson,  was  born  in 
Mecklenburg  County  on  December  23,  1883.  He  died  in 
Charlotte,  N.C.  January  22,  1966  after  a  long  illness. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  in  Charlotte  by  the 
Reverend  Leonard  Topping  and  graveside  services  at 
Spring  Lake  by  the  Reverend  Stradford  T.  Snively  and 
the  Reverend  Richard  R.  Gammon. 

Mr.  Nicholson  was  retired  by  Albemarle  Presbytery  in 
1956  after  serving  as  pastor  of  the  North  Wilson 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  received  his  college  education 
at  Davidson  College  and  the  University  of  North 
Carolina.  He  received  his  B.D.  degree  from  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Virginia  in  1918  and  was  or- 
dained to  the  gospel  ministry  by  Concord  Presbytery  in 
the  same  year.  He  also  served  churches  in  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina  in  the  presbyteries  of  Mecklenburg, 
Fayetteville,  Wilmington,  and  Albemarle.  Other  fields  of 
service  were  in  the  Synods  of  Virginia,  Appalachia,  and 
South  Carolina. 

Four  daughters  and  two  sons  survive  Mr.  Nicholson. 
They  are:  Mrs.  A.  C.  Hinshelwood,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Phillips, 
Mrs.  Dennis  W.  Byram,  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Stewart,  W.  A. 
Nicholson,  Jr.  and  John  C.  Nicholson.  He  is  also  sur- 
vived by  four  sisters,  two  brothers,  and  ten 
grandchildren. 

REVEREND  HERBERT  CORWIN  CARMICHAEL 

1890-1956 

Rev.  H.  C.  Carmichael  presented  a  letter  of  dismissal 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Mecklenburg,  and,  after  a 
satisfactory  examination,  was  received  into  the 
Presbytery,  and  his  name  ordered  enrolled  after  he  has 
signed  the  Minister's  Obligation. 

Calls  for  the  pastoral  services  of  Rev.  H.  C.  Car- 
michael, from  Unity,  for  two  Sabbath  mornings,  salary 
$850.00  from  Cleveland,  one  morning  and  three  night 
services,  salary  $750.00  and  manse,  and  from  Franklin, 
for  one  morning  and  one  afternoon  service,  salary 
$400.00;  were  read,  found  in  order,  placed  in  his  hands 
and  accepted  by  him.  April  1924. 

The  following  arrangement  was  made  for  Mr.  Car- 
michael's  installation: 

At  Franklin,  3:00  P.M.  Preside  and  preach,  Rev.  J.  E. 
Robinson;  charge  pastor,  Rev.  J.  M.  Clark;  charge  con- 
gregation, Mr.  John  A.  Brady. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Carmichael  offered  his  resignation  as, 
pastor  of  Unity,  Franklin  and  Cleveland  churches,  to 
take  effect  September  30,  1926,  and  asked  that  the 
pastoral  relations  be  dissolved.  Unity  and  Cleveland  were 
heard  through  their  representatives,  concurring  in  this  re 
quest. 
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REV.  HERBERT  CORWIN  CARMICHAEL 

Interment  was  in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery 

Charlotte,  N.C. 

He  was  born  near  Dillon,  South  Carolina 

June  3,  1890 

Died  in  Charlotte,  N.C. 

July  29,  1956 


It  was  reported  by  the  pastor  that  Franklin,  in  a 
regularly  conducted  congregational  meeting,  concurred 
in  his  request. 

On  motion  his  request  was  granted. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Carmichael  was  given  permission  to  labor 
outside  of  our  bounds  till  the  Spring  Meeting. 

Rev.  Carmichael  Dies 

Suddenly  In  Pulpit  Sunday 

Meek.  Tribune 

Rev.  H.  C.  Carmichael,  66,  retired  Presbyterian 
minister,  was  stricken  Sunday  morning  while  preaching 
the  morning  sermon  at  Sunset  Hills  Presbyterian  church. 
He  was  supplying  for  the  regular  minister,  Rev.  William 
Mitchell,  who  was  preaching  elsewhere. 

He  had  just  announced  his  text  and  as  he  began  his  ser- 
mon he  slumped  forward  over  the  pulpit  desk.  He  was 
rushed  to  the  hospital  but  apparently  had  died  almost  im- 
mediately from  the  heart  attack. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Carmichael  was  born  June  3,  1890,  in 
Dillon  County,  S.C.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Davidson 
College  and  the  Columbia  Theological  Seminary, 
Columbia,  S.C.   He  was  a  former  pastor  of  Williams 


Memorial    Presbyterian    Church    and    Bethleher^ 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Mecklenburg  County. 

His  first  pastorate  was  in  Nanafalia,  Ala.  Then  h 
moved  to  Burlington,  and  in  1920  he  moved  to  th 
Mecklenburg  Presbytery. 

Following  this   he   held    pastorates  in   the  Concord 
Presbytery  at  Cleveland  and  later  in  Greensboro.  H, 
served  the  Oakboro  and  Stanfield  Presbyterian  Churche 
as  supply  minister,  retiring  from  the  active  ministry  i 
1945. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  ministry,  he  held  a  posi 
tion  at  Oak  Ridge,  Tenn. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  the  former,  Miss  Mulli 
Alexander;  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Kraig  o 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  Miss  Jane  Anne  Carmichael  o 
Charlotte;  four  sons,  H.  C.  Carmichael  of  Norfolk,  Va( 
W.  A.  and  E.  B.  Carmichael  both  of  Charlotte,  and  Cp: 
James  R.  Carmichael,  stationed  in  Germany;  a  sisteij 
Miss  Bertie  Carmichael  of  Fork,  S.C;  and  a  brother,  E 
G.  Carmichael  of  Bennettsville,  S.C. 

Funeral  service  was  held  Tuesday  at  Harry  &  Bryar 
Chapel  in  the  Oaks.  Dr.  E.  Lee  Stoffel  and  Rev.  Williar 
Mitchel  officiated  at  the  service.  Burial  was  in  Fore; 
Lawn  cemetery. 
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MEMORIAL  TO  DECEASED  MINISTER 
1EVEREND  HERBERT  CORWIN  CARMICHAEL 

(1890-1956) 
Rev.  Herbert  Corwin  Carmichael,  retired  minister  of 
[ecklenburg  Presbytery,  died  on  Sunday,  July  29,  1956, 
Charlotte,  N.C.,  where  he  made  his  home  after  retire- 
ent  from  the  active  ministry.  He  was  stricken  while 
ipplying  the  pulpit  of  the  Sunset  Hills  Presbyterian 
hurch,  in  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  and  was  soon  in  the 
esence  of  the  Saviour  Whom  he  served.  Interment  was 
Forest  Lawn  Cemetery,  of  Charlotte,  on  July  30. 
Mr.  Carmichael  was  born  near  Dillon,  S.C.  July  3, 
!90,  the  son  of  Edward  G.  Carmichael  and  Annie  Car- 
michael. He  married  Miss  Mullie  Alexander  of  Hun- 
irsville    on    September    1,    1920.    She    survives    him, 
igether  with  six  children. 
Mr.  Carmichael  was  a  graduate  of  Davidson  College, 
iass  of  1910,  and  of  Columbia  Seminary,  class  of  1915. 
le  was  licensed  by  Tuscaloosa   Presbytery,  June  29, 
I'lS,  and  was  ordained  by  the  same  Presbytery  Oct.  13, 
l>15.  He  served  the  Marengo  county,  Alabama,  group  of 
nurches  as  Stated  Supply,  1915-1917;  was  pastor  of  the 
edmont-Elmira  group  of  Orange   Presbytery,    1917- 
'20;  was  pastor  of  Williams  Memorial,  Mecklenburg 
/esbytery,  1920-1922;  of  Unionville  and  group,  1922- 
'23;   of  Cleveland  and  group,   Concord   Presbytery, 
'24-1926;    supplied    a     Methodist    church     near 
'reensboro,  1927-1929;  pastor  of  the  Unionville  group, 
ecklenburg   Presbytery,   for  the  second  time,    1929- 
»37.  He  was  pastor  of  Stanfield,  1939-1941,  and  Stated 
iipply  of  the  Locust,  Oakboro,  and  Stanfield  churches, 
'41-1942.  It  can  thus  be  seen  that  his  ministry  was  for 
le  most  part  among  Home  Mission  fields  of  this  Synod 
ad  of  the  Synod  of  Alabama. 

iFor  a  year,  or  more,  Mr.  Carmichael  had  been  a 
igular  attendant  at  the  Sunset  Hills  Church  of 
•larlotte,  and  a  willing  helper  when  called  upon  for  any 
ind  of  service  within  his  power  to  render.  He  was  thus 
•■gaged  when  the  Master  called. 


REVEREND  NATHAN  ELMER  OPLINGER 
1893-1959 

Statesville,  N.  C,  August  28,  1923 

Concord  Presbytery  met  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
•  urch  at  11:00  a.m.,  pursuant  to  the  following  call.  To 
•amine  and  ordain  Licentiate  N.  E.  Oplinger.  At  1:00 
I'm.  Presbytery  resumed  its  session,  and  inasmuch  as 
l,centiate  N.  E.  Oplinger  had  failed  to  appear,  the 
linutes  were  read  and  approved  and  Presbytery  adjour- 
id,  closing  with  prayer. 

That  Licentiate  N.  E.  Oplinger  preach  his  trial  sermon 
|  11:00  a.m.  tomorrow. 

It  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  to  hear  the  trial  ser- 


mon of  Licentiate  N.  E.  Oplinger  after  the  Popular 
meeting  in  the  interest  of  Foreign  Missions  tonight. 

Licentiate  Oplinger  preached  a  sermon  from  Romans 
1:16,  which  was  approved  as  a  satisfactory  part  of  trial. 

Rev.  E.  M.  Craig  was  appointed  to  preach  a  sermon  in 
connection  with  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Oplinger. 

The  examination  of  Licentiate  N.  E.  Oplinger  for  or- 
dination was  taken  up.  The  examination  on  Experimen- 
tal Religion  was  sustained  as  satisfactory.  Inlieu  of  the 
examinations  on  philosophy,  Church  History,  and  the 
Greek  and  Hebrew  Languages,  the  diplomas  of  Mr. 
Oplinger  were  accepted.  He  was  examined  on  Theology, 
Sacraments  and  Church  Government,  and  the  examina- 
tions were  sustained  as  satisfactory.  On  motion  the  ex- 
aminations as  a  whole,  were  approved. 

Presbytery  then  proceeded  to  ordain  Licentiate  N.  E. 
Oplinger  as  an  evangelist.  A  sermon  was  preached  by 
Rev.  E.  M.  Craig  from  Psa.  90:17.  The  steps  leading  to 
the  ordination,  and  the  nature  and  purpose  of  ordination 
were  set  forth,  and  the  constitutional  questions  propoun- 
ded by  Rev.  J.  M.  Clark,  at  the  request  of  the  Moderator. 
N.  E.  Oplinger  was  then  ordained  by  the  laying  on  of 
hands  and  prayer  to  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  and  after 
signing  the  Obligation,  was  enrolled  as  a  member  of 
Presbytery. 

Calls,  from  Unity  church  promising  a  salary  of  $1,000 
a  year,  payable  monthly  with  the  use  of  the  manse;  from 
Franklin  church,  at  a  salary  of  $500  a  year,  payable 
monthly;  and  from  Cleveland  church,  at  a  salary  of  $700 
a  year,  payable  monthly;  for  the  pastoral  services  of  Rev. 
N.  E.  Oplinger,  were  presented,  found  in  order,  and 
placed  in  his  hands,  and  the  congregations  were  re- 
quested to  the  next  regular  meeting  a  statement  of  the 
division  of  time  agreed  upon  by  the  churches  and  the 
pastor-elect. 

The  following  arrangement  was  made  for  the  installa- 
tion of  Rev.  N.  E.  Oplinger:  Time,  October  9,  1927:  At 
Franklin  church  3:30  p.m.,  Rev.  Eugene  Alexander  to 
preach  and  preside;  Rev.  J.  L.  Parks,  charge  the  Con- 
gregation; Mr.  T.  M.  Kesler  to  charge  the  pastor. 

Rev.  N.  E.  Oplinger  presented  his  resignation  as 
pastor  of  Unity,  Franklin  and  Cleveland  Churches. 
Representatives  of  Unity,  Franklin  and  Cleveland 
Churches  were  heard  from  relative  to  the  action  of  their 
respective  churches  in  regard  to  the  dissolution  of 
pastoral  relations.  The  pastoral  relationships  between 
Unity,  Franklin  and  Cleveland  Churches  and  Rev.  N.  E. 
Oplinger  were  dissolved  effective  June  10th,  1945.  Rev. 
N.  E.  Oplinger  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismission  to  the 
Presbytery  of  Knoxville. 

Rev.  Nathan  Elmer  Oplinger,  born  Wadsworth,  Ohio, 
August  11,1 893;  father,  Milton  Elmer  Oplinger;  mother, 
Phoebe  Jane  Hackethorn  Oplinger;  wife,  Sadie  Watt 
Somers,  Stony  Point,  North  Carolina,   December  31, 
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1924;  he  attended  the  American  College  of  Physic; 
Education;  Sergeant  in  the  United  States  Army  Infanti 
WW1;  Union  Theological  Seminary  Virginia,  1919-1 921 
licensed  May  10,  1923,  North  Alabama  Presbytery;  oi 
dain  October  18,  1923  Concord  Presbytery;  evangelist  i 
Caldwell  County,  North  Carolina,  1922-1924;  pasto 
Stony  Point  and  Shiloh  churches,  Concord  Presbyter; 
1924-1927;  pastor,  Unity,  Franklin  and  Clevelan 
Churches,  Concord  Presbytery,  1927-1945;  pastor,  S 
Elmo  church,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  1945. 

CHRISTIAN  OBSERVER 

Rev.  Oplinger,  pastor  of  Turner  and  East  Monrc 
Churches,  Monroe,  North  Carolina,  died  September  2' 
1959,  in  a  local  hospital  following  a  heart  attack.  He  ha 
been  in  declining  health  for  the  past  two  years 
graduate  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Mr.  Oplingf 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian  Churc 
in  the  United  States  by  Concord  Presbytery  in  1923.  ¥ 
is    survived    by   his    wife,    Sadie    Somers   Oplinger; 
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aughter,  Miss  Phoebe  Oplinger,  of  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  a  son  Nathan  Oplinger,  of  Chattanooga, 
;enn.;  two  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Dr.  Cecil  Lawrence, 
xecutive  secretary  of  Mecklenburg  Presbytery,  of- 
iciated  at  the  funeral  service.  Burial  was  at  Stoney 
I'oint,  near  Statesville,  North  Carolina. 

NATHAN  ELMER  OPLINGER 

The  Rev.  Nathan  Elmer  Oplinger  was  born  in 
Wadsworth,  Ohio,  August  1 1,  1893.  He  was  married  on 
)ecember  31,  1924  to  the  former  Miss  Sadie  Watt 
.omers  of  Stony  Point,  N.C. 

He  attended  the  American  College  of  Physical  Educa- 
on.  He  was  Sergeant  in  the  United  States  Army  Infan- 
7.  He  attended  the  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Rich- 
lond,  Virginia,  1919  to  1922.  He  was  licensed  to  preach 
le  gospel  in  North  Alabama  Presbytery,  was  evangelist 
1  Caldwell  County  from  1922  to  1924.  He  was  pastor  of 
le  Stony  Point  and  Shiloh  churches  in  Concord 
resbytery  1924  to  1927.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Unity 
'hurch  and  group  at  Woodleaf,  N.C.  1927  to  1945.  He 
as  pastor  of  the  St.  Elmo  Church,  Chattanooga,  Ten- 
essee  from  1945  to  1958.  He  was  serving  the  Turner  and 
ee  Park  Churches  in  Monroe,  N.C.  at  the  time  of  his 
eath  September  30,  1959. 

Mr.  Oplinger  is  survived  by  his  wife,  the  former  Sadie 
omers,  a  daughter  Miss  Phoebe  Oplinger  of  Charlotte, 

son  Nathan  Oplinger  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee;  two 
rothers,  Elton  Oplinger,  Wadsworth,  Ohio,  and  D.  K. 
'plinger  of  Richmond,  Virginia;  two  sisters,  Mrs. 
eorge  Bruny  of  Wadsworth,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Carl  Page 
f  Akron,  Ohio. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on  Thursday  morning,  Oc- 
,>ber  1,  1959  at  the  McEwen  Chapel  in  Monroe  with  Dr. 

Cecil  Lawrence  officiating.  Graveside  services  were 
bid  at  Stony  Point,  N.C.  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Oplinger  was  a  diligent  worker  in  the  church,  a 
iithful  Presbyter,  and  one  of  God's  noblemen. 

These  memorials  were  adopted  with  the  stipulation 
lat  copies  be  sent  to  the  families.  Prayer  for  the  families 
(as  offered  by  the  Rev.  M.  B.  Prince,  Jr. 


JOHN  ERNEST  RAMSAY 

8/24/1877-4/20/1957 
A  native  of  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  the  son  of  John 
ndrew  Ramsay  and  Margaret  Beall  Ramsay  was 
iucated  in  the  private  and  public  school  of  Salisbury 
!id  was  a  member  of  the  first  graduating  class  of  A  &  M 
ollege  in  Raleigh,  now  N.C.  State  University.  While 
!ere  he  distinguished  himself  as  an  end  on  the  football 
jam,  served  as  Band  Major  as  well  as  in  a  variety  of 
'her  campus  activities.  His  training  was  in  land  survey- 
g,  engineering  and  architecture  as  was  his  father's 


before  him.  His  father,  John  Andrew  Ramsay,  was  a 
Captain  of  artillery  in  General  Robert  E.  Lee's  army  of 
Northern  Virginia  having  fought  in  most  of  the  major 
battles  of  the  War  between  the  States.  Upon  his  return  to 
Salisbury  after  the  war  Captain  Ramsay  served  two 
terms  as  the  Mayor  of  Salisbury  as  well  as  Chief  of 
Police  and  designer  and  builder  of  the  first  public  school. 

John  Ernest  Ramsay  accepted  a  job  with  the  architec- 
tural firm  of  Atwood  and  Nash  which  he  represented  in 
Mobile,  Alabama  in  his  early  years.  Soon  after  his 
father's  death  John  Ernest  Ramsay  returned  to  Salisbury 
to  make  sure  his  widowed  mother  would  live  comfortably 
the  remainder  of  her  days. 

He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Erwin  Craige,  also  a 
native  of  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  practiced  architec- 
ture during  his  early  years;  transferred  his  interests  to  the 
granite  business  where  he  spent  most  of  his  business 
career  and  retired  as  President  of  Harriss  Granite 
Quarries  Company  then  headquartered  in  Salisbury. 

Throughout  his  life  he  maintained  a  very  active  in- 
terest in  his  church  as  had  his  father  before  him.  Both 
having  been  Ruling  Elders  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Salisbury.  John  Ernest  Ramsay  was  for  over 
20  years  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School.  Church 
activities  were  varied  including  among  others,  teaching 
Sunday  School,  erecting  20  foot  Christmas  trees  in  the 
Educational  Building,  serving  as  Chairman  of  the 
Building  Committee  and  playing  Santa  Claus  to  the 
young  people. 

During  his  later  life  and  retirement  he  assisted  the  Ses- 
sion of  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church  and  Unity 
Presbyterian  Church  as  a  Sunday  School  teacher  and  as 
interim  pastor  while  these  churches  were  without  the  ser- 
vices of  a  teaching  elder. 

John  Ernest  Ramsay  and  Elizabeth  Erwin  Ramsay, 
"Bessie"  as  she  was  known,  had  two  sons,  Kerr  Craige 
Ramsay,  who  distinguished  himself  in  the  legal  profes- 
sion and  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in 
the  State  Legislature,  died  suddenly  of  an  heart  attack  at 
age  40.  Second  son,  John  Erwin  Ramsay  is  currently 
practicing  architecture  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina. 

MINUTES  OF  CONCORD  PRESBYTERY 

THREE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTEENTH  STATED 

MEETING  OF  CONCORD  PRESBYTERY 

The  three  hundred  and  fifteenth  stated  meeting  of 
Concord  Presbytery  was  held  in  the  McKinnin 
Presbytery  Church  July  10th,  1945. 

Mr.  John  E.  Ramsay  an  elder  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Salisbury,  was  elected  Moderator  by  acclama- 
tion. 

The  Moderator,  Mr.  John  E.  Ramsay,  was  thanked 
for  his  contributions  toward  the  publishing  of  the  ad- 
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dresses  delivered  at  the  Sesquicentennial  Celebration  of 
Concord  Presbytery  at  Bethpage  Church  on  October  16, 

1945. 


Mr.  John  E.  Ramsay,  an  elder  of  the  Frist 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Salisbury,  discovered  through 
friends  that  Franklin  Church  was  in  need  of  a  Bible 
teacher.  Being  a  devoted  Christian  he  volunteered  to 
come  to  Franklin  Church  each  sabbath  to  teach  the 
men's  Bible  class. 

When  the  pastoral  relationship  between  Franklin 
Church  and  the  Rev.  N.  E.  Oplinger  was  dissolved,  effec- 
tive June  10,  1945,  the  church  asked  Mr.  Ramsay  to  sup- 
ply the  pulpit  while  it  was  vacant.  Being  so  willing,  he 
supplied  the  church  until  July  19,  1948,  when  the 
Franklin  congregation  installed  a  full  time  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust. 


While  Mr.  Ramsay  filled  the  pulpit  at  Franklin  th 
church  began  to  develop  and  grow.  On  the  Sunday  morr 
ing  of  December  16,  1945  the  Franklin  Presbyteria 
Church  held  a  very  important  meeting  with  Mr.  Ramsa 
acting  as  Moderator  and  Claude  F.  Thomason  as  terr 
porary  clerk.  Brought  before  the  congregation  was  th 
question  of  their  willingness  to  support  a  full-time  paste 
by  paying  as  much  as  $1,200.00  dollars  a  year,  whic 
would  be  matched  by  the  Presbytery,  for  his  annu; 
salary.  The  congregation  approved  this  and  began  th 
arrangements  for  a  home  for  their  new  pastor. 

At  this  same  congregational  meeting  permission  wj 
given  to  the  deacons  by  the  congregation  to  investigat 
the  possibilities  of  finding  a  manse.  The  first  step  was  t 
look  into  houses  to  rent  for  the  present  time.  The  coi 
gregation  decided  that  no  more  that  $30.00  dollars  p< 
month  should  be  paid  for  rent.  At  the  same  time, 
building  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  about  a  1< 
and  materials  for  building  a  seven  room  house,  with 
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itudy.  The  committee  consisted  of  Miss  Ruth  Thomason; 
vlrs.  Gary  Weant,  Secretary;  Carl  Thomason,  Chair- 
nan;  Lewis  Mowery;  and  Claude  Thomason,  Treasurer. 

Based  upon  the  results  of  the  investigation,  the  con- 
legation  decided  in  favor  of  building  their  own  manse. 
Kt  this  time  Spencer  Thomason  was  elected  chairman  of 
he  canvassing  committee  to  raise  money  to  build  the 
nanse. 

Shortly  after  this,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  G.  Thomason  and 
amily  donated  the  lot  for  the  building  of  the  manse.  The 
ot  was  66  feet  wide  and  370  feet  deep.  It  was  located  four 
niles  from  Salisbury  in  the  Franklin  Community  on  the 
yest  side  of  Highway  601  going  from  Salisbury  to 
4ocksville.  This  original  manse  still  stands  today. 

The  Franklin  Community  was  a  place  where  neighbors 
nd  friends  were  always  willing  to  help  when  one  was  in 
eed.  An  excellent  example  was  in  April,  1946,  when  the 
ongregation  of  Franklin  Church  laid  the  foundation  for 
heir  new  manse.  The  neighbors  and  friends  of  the  com- 
nunity  were  so  excited  they  decided  they  wanted  to  have 

part  in  the  building  of  the  manse.  They  did  so  by  giving 
he  congregation  the  love  gift  of  $2,999.17  dollars. 

Another  gift  of  $800.00  dollars  for  the  manse  was 
iven  by  the  Concord  Presbytery's  Home  Mission  Com- 
littee.  Through  the  true  Christian  spirit  of  these  gifts 
nd  those  of  the  members  of  Franklin  Church  the  new 
nanse  was  completed,  paid  for,  and  dedicated  to  God  at 
he  homecoming  service,  Sunday,  August  10,  1947. 

THE  EDUCATIONAL  BUILDING 

On  October  26,  1947  the  Session  of  Franklin 
Jresbyterian  Church  met  and  voted  to  begin  making 
)lans  to  build  a  new  educational  building  in  the  near 
uture.  Probably  the  following  spring  or  the  next  year, 
because  the  book  of  church  order  requires  the  congrega- 
ion  to  have  fifty  percent  of  the  money  before  starting 
onstruction,  the  Session  began  making  provisions  for 
lathering  funds.  They  gave  permission  for  the  Sunday 
chool  treasurer  to  transfer  the  surplus  money  to  the 
'uilding  fund  and  for  the  first  Sunday  school  and  church 
ollections  of  each  month  to  go  for  the  building  fund, 
lso. 

The  Franklin  congregation  met  in  the  church  Sunday, 
November  30,  1947.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
he  Rev.  O.  V.  Caudill  and  opened  with  prayer.  First,  the 
Moderator,  Rev.  Caudill,  was  elected  with  Claude 
Thomason  elected  as  temporary  clerk  for  the  meeting. 

he  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  establish  committees 
b  begin  organizing  the  plans  for  the  building  of  the 
ducational  building.  Two  committees  were  elected.  The 
uilding  committee  was  formed  and  officers  elected.  The 
lembers  were  Miss  Ruth  Thomason;  Mrs.  Paul  Penley; 
Irs.  Gary  Weant,  Secretary;  Charlie  Kluttz;   Luther 


Campbell;  B.  M.  Shives;  Charlie  Overman;  Carl 
Thomason,  Assistant  Chairman;  and  Claude  Thomason, 
Chairman  and  Treasurer. 

At  this  meeting  the  survey  and  finance  committee  was 
formed.  The  members  were  Miss  Ruth  Thomason,  Mrs. 
B.  M.  Shives,  Mrs.  Gary  Weant,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Mowery, 
Mrs.  Aline  Penley,  Spencer  Thomason,  Carl  Thomason, 
Lewis  Mowery,  Charlie  Frazier,  and  Claude  Thomason. 
One  responsibility  of  this  committee  was  to  find  an 
architect,  whom  they  found  in  the  person  of  Mr.  B.  F. 
Sides,  Jr.  Mr.  Sides  drew  up  the  blueprints  for  the 
educational  building  and  charged  the  church  $35.00 
dollars  for  his  services. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Sunday,  July  25,  1948  of  the 
congregation  of  Franklin  Church  to  approve  or  disap- 
prove the  plans  for  their  educational  building.  By  this 
time,  eleven  months  after  the  dedication  of  the  manse, 
Franklin  Church  secured  a  full  time  pastor,  Rev.  Milton 
B.  Faust.  Prayer  opened  the  meeting,  and  Rev.  M.  B. 
Faust  was  elected  Moderator  and  Claude  Thomason 
temporary  clerk.  The  congregation  adopted  the  plans  the 
building  committee  proposed. 

A  month  after  the  initial  discussions  for  the  education 
building  had  begun  on  December  27,  1947,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Sam  Crawford  gave  the  land  for  the  new  building  in 
memory  of  their  son,  Claude,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
church.  The  Session  graciously  accepted  the  land  which 
was  located  near  the  rear  and  side  of  the  church.  The  land 
extended  east  thirty-five  feet  from  the  church  line  then 
two  hundred  and  forty  four  feet  south  to  an  oak  near  the 
corner  of  the  church  ground. 

Because  fifty  percent  of  the  total  cost  of  the  building 
had  to  be  collected  before  breaking  ground,  the  con- 
gregation began  to  seek  funds.  Once  again  the  neighbors 
and  friends  of  the  Franklin  Community  were  most 
generous  with  their  gifts.  The  love  gift  of  $2,380.32 
dollars  was  given  by  them  through  their  Christian  love. 
Another  source  of  funds  came  in  May  1948  from  the 
Home  Mission  Committee,  who  appropriated  $1,000.00 
dollars  to  the  proposed  educational  building.  With  these 
gifts,  the  surplus  Sunday  school  money,  the  collections  of 
the  offering  from  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month,  and 
many  individual  gifts  the  congregation  of  Franklin 
Church  gave  the  Barger  Construction  Company  of 
Mooresville,  N.C.  the  contract  to  begin  their  new  educa- 
tion building  on  the  day  of  May  26,  1949. 

Once  construction  was  under  way  there  was  a  con- 
tinuous effort  and  interest  on  the  part  of  the  congregation 
to  raise  the  necessary  money  to  complete  their  building. 
To  do  so,  Claude  Thomason,  clerk  of  the  Session  and 
Chairman  of  the  building  committee,  met  with  the  Home 
Mission  Committee  to  ask  for  an  additional  $2,000 
dollars  in  order  to  complete  their  educational  unit.  This 
sum  was  granted  to  the  church  for  this  purpose  on  July 


12,  1949.  With  this  sum  and  the  previous  sum  of  $1,000 
dollars  the  Concord  Presbytery  Home  Mission  Commit- 
tee gave  a  total  of  $3,000  dollars  to  aid  in  the  Christian 
education  of  God's  children. 

Added  to  these  gifts  were  an  estimated  value  of 
$1,242.87  dollars  worth  of  materials  donated  as  well  as 
an  estimated  value  of  $1,540.00  dollars  of  donated  labor. 


With  the  grace  of  God  the  congregation  of  Franklir 
Church  was  able  to  complete  the  new  education  buildinj 
and  pay  the  total  cost  of  $25,942.38  dollars  by  October  71 
1949.  This  new  educational  building  was  dedicated  tc 
God  the  afternoon  of  homecoming  Sunday,  October  9 
1949. 


REV.  MILTON  BICKEL  FAUST 

MINUTES  OF  CONCORD  PRESBYTERY 

Rev.  Milton  Bickel  Faust,  born  Richlandtown, 
Pennsylvania,  July  19,  1914;  father.  Rev.  Jacob  Nicholas 
Faust;  mother,  Marie  Elizabeth  Bickel  Faust;  wife,  Anna 
Mary  Brannock,  Spencer,  N.C.,  born  August  17,  1937; 
children,  Rev.  Eric  Milton  and  Mary  Brannock  (Mrs. 
Larry  Garner),  Frances  Charlotte  (Mrs.  Rick  Hampton), 
CI;  Catawba  College,  1932  to  1936;  PTS  36-7;  Phila  LS, 
37-40;  L,  June  10,  1939;  O,  June  3,  1940,  USA  Ch;  in 
USA  Ch,  39  (chap,  USN,  42-6)-48;  reed,  July  1948,  Con- 
cord Presbytery;  pastor  Franklin  Church,  Rfd, 
Salisbury,  N.C.,  1948-  (organized  and  1st  pastor  John 


Calvin  church  Salisbury,  1952);  director  evangelisn 
Synod  N.C.  1953  to  1955;  chaplain,  VA  Hospital 
Salisbury,  N.C.  1955;  DD,  Catawba  College  1973. 

Rev.  M.  B.  Faust  of  Chattanooga  Presbytery.  Mr! 
Faust  presented  his  degrees  from  Catawba  College  an< 
Philadelphia  Lutheran  Seminary  and  answered  in  the  af 
firmative  the  questions  put  to  candidates  for  ordination 

Mr.  Faust's  examination  was  sustained  as  satisfactor; 
and  he  was  enrolled  after  signing  the  minister's  obliga 
tion. 

The  call  of  the  Franklin  Church  for  the  services  of  Mr 
M.  B.  Faust  was  placed  in  his  hands.  He  signified  his  ac 
ceptance  and  nominated  the  following  as  a  commissioi 
to  install  the  pastor  on  Monday,  July  19th  1948,  at  eigh 
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o'clock:  Elder  John  E.  Ramsay,  J.  T.  Barham,  Dr.  Sid- 
ney A.  Gates,  Rev.  Jack  B.  Davidson,  Rev.  C.  A.  McGirt 
and  Rev.  Robert  Turner  and  Elder  C.  K.  Brown. 

The  call  of  the  Franklin  Church,  to  Rev.  M.  B.  Faust, 
promising  $1200.00  a  year  and  Manse,  and  1Vi%  to  the 
M.A.F.,  was  approved  and  found  in  order. 

The  Commission  to  install  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust  as 
pastor  of  the  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church  met  at  the 
Church  July  19th,  1948,  at  8:00  p.m.  Present  were  Revs. 
S.  A.  Gates,  C.  A.  McGirt,  Jack  Davidson,  J.  T. 
Barham,  Robert  Turner  and  Ruling  Elders  John  E. 
Ramsay  and  C.  K.  Brown. 


COMMISSION  OF  THE 
MINISTER  AND  HIS  WORK 

The  Commission  on  the  Minister  and  His  Work  made 
its  report,  which  was  received  and  admitted  to  record. 

The  RECORD  OF  THE  COMMISSION  ON  THE 
MINISTER  AND  HIS  WORK. 

At  its  meeting  on  December  15,  1952,  the  con- 
stitutional requirements  being  met,  the  Commission 
severed  the  pastoral  relation  existing  between  the  Rev. 
M.  B.  Faust  and  the  Franklin  and  John  Calvin  Churches. 
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This  is  the  group  that  installed  the  first  full  time  pastor  in  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church  July  19,  1948. 
Dr.  Sydney  Gates,  Mr.  John  E.  Ramsay,  Rev.  C.  A.  McGirt,  Dr.  C.  K.  Brown,  Rev.  Robert  Turner,  Rev.  J.  T.  Barham,  Rev. 
Jack  Davidson  and  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust. 


This  is  a  picture  of  the  Congregation  of  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church  1948.  The  ground  breaking  for  the  Education  Unit. 
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TROUBLED  TIMES 

Shortly  after  the  dedication  of  the  educational 
building,  in  the  fall  of  1949,  Rev.  Faust  focused  his  atten- 
tion on  the  number  of  elected  positions  held  by  one  in- 
dividual in  the  church.  During  this  time  Rev.  Faust  made 
the  comment  that  "He  would  not  have  one  man  run  the 
church."  Aligned  with  Rev.  Faust  were  two  elders  and 
two  deacons.  During  this  time  this  group  attempted  to 
maneuver  the  congregation  in  such  a  manner  as  to  insure 
the  election  of  a  new  person  to  each  of  the  positions  in 
question  by  casting  doubt  upon  the  direction  of  the  ex- 
isting educational  program.  Accordingly,  Rev.  Faust  in- 
formally asked  Mr.  Claude  Thomason  to  resign  from  the 
offices  of  Church  treasurer,  building  fund  treasurer,  and 
chairman  of  the  building  committee. 

The  elections  of  concern  to  Rev.  Faust  were  called  by 
him  and  his  supporters  on  December  4,  1949.  It  was  a  full 
congregational  meeting  to  elect  active  elders.  In  a  move 
contrary  to  the  book  of  church  order,  Rev.  Faust  counted 
the  ballots,  seemingly  to  insure  his  stated  wishes.  And,  in 
fact,  these  offices  were  filled  by  other  individuals.  As  a 
direct  result  of  these  actions  a  meeting  of  the  Session  was 
called  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Turner,  Executive  Secretary  of 
the  Concord  Presbytery. 

This  meeting  of  the  Session  was  held  in  the  church 
Sunday  afternoon,  January  29,  1950.  The  session  was 
opened  with  prayer  and  the  following  members  were  pre- 
sent: Moderator,  Rev.  Milton  Faust;  Elders,  W.  E. 
Mowery,  R.  L.  Campbell,  C.  A.  Kluttz,  Spencer  G. 
Thomason,  and  Claude  F.  Thomason;  Deacons,  Carl  G. 
Thomason,  Charlie  Thomason,  Floyd  Hall,  James  Over- 
man, G.  M.  Cartner,  Harold  McCullah,  Tom  A. 
Mowery,  and  Lewis  Mowery.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting 
was  called  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Turner.  Rev.  Turner  told 
the  officers  that  some  of  them  had  not  been  carrying  out 
the  book  of  church  order.  This  allegation  was  based  on 
the  actions  of  Rev.  Faust  and  his  followers  surrounding 
the  December  4,  1949  congregational  meeting.  Rev.  Tur- 
ner told  the  officers  that  church  business  had  to  operate 
according  to  the  book  of  church  order,  and  if  this  was  not 
carried  out  at  once,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
Presbytery  to  assume  the  day  to  day  operation  of  the 
church.  It  was  indicated  at  this  time  that  the  elections 
and  actions  of  the  individual  who  held  the  three  offices  in 
question  were  in  accordance  with  the  book  of  church  or- 
der. 

As  it  turned  out,  several  months  later  on  April  16, 
1950,  Claude  F.  Thomason  resigned  as  clerk  of  the  Ses- 
sion and  all  other  elected  duties  connected  with  Franklin 
Church.  Upon  his  resignation  the  Session  book  and 
financial  records  were  examined,  upon  his  request,  and 
found  to  be  in  order. 

About  a  year  and  half  later  in  1952,  Franklin  Church 
was  not  able  to  raise  enough  money  to  meet  all  its  obliga- 


tions. The  Home  Mission  Committee  was  forced  to  stej 
in  and  make  Franklin  Church  part  of  a  two  churcl 
pastorate  along  with  John  Calvin  Presbyterian  Churcl 
under  the  Rev.  Faust.  The  installation  of  Rev.  Faust  a 
John  Calvin  occurred  on  July  20,  1952.  And  then  approx 
imately  six  months  later  on  December  15,  1952,  the  com 
mittee  severed  the  pastoral  relationship  existing  betweei 
the  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust  and  the  two  churches.  Am 
later,  Rev.  Faust  came  before  the  Presbytery  asking  per 
mission  to  labor  outside  the  Concord  Presbytery.  Per 
mission  was  granted  and  thereby  ending  a  chapter  in  thi 
history  of  Franklin  Church. 


REVEREND  LEWIS  B.  METTS 
MINISTERS  RECEIVED 

The  following  ministers  were  admitted  to  examinatio 
with  a  view  of  their  reception  into  Concord  Presbyter) 
Reverends  Richard  V.  Powell  of  Kanawha  Presbyter 
and  Lewis  B.  Metts  of  Bethel  Presbytery.  These  me 
were  examined  according  to  the  Book  of  Church  Ordei 
and  the  examination  was  sustained  as  satisfactory. 

The  call  from  Franklin  Church  was  found  in  order  an. 
placed  in  Mr.  Metts'  hands.  He  indicated  his  acceptance 

The  following  Commission  was  appointed  to  insta 
Lewis  B.  Metts  as  the  pastor  of  the  Franklin  Church,  an 
the  time  was  left  to  the  Commission. 

Rev.  C.  A.  McGirt  to  preside,  Rev.  Earl  F.  Thompso 
to  preach  the  sermon,  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust  to  charge  th 
pastor,  and  Elder  W.  G.  Houck  to  charge  the  CongregE 
tion.  Alternates  named  were  Rev.  J.  R.  Phipps,  Rev.  Sic 
ney  A.  Gates,  and  Elder  John  E.  Ramsay.  The  Quorur 
to  be  two  ministers  and  one  elder. 

July  14,  1953,  the  Commission  authorized  a  sut 
committee  to  pass  upon  a  call  from  the  Franklin  Churc 
to  Rev.  Lewis  B.  Metts  if  such  a  call  was  issued  by  th1 
congregation.  The  call  has  been  issued,  and  it  has  bee 
approved  with  the  recommendation  that  the  Presbyter 
find  it  in  order. 

INSTALLATION  OF  L.  B.  METTS 

The  minutes  of  commission  to  install  Lewis  B.  Met! 
as  pastor  of  Franklin  Church  were  read  and  admitted  t 
record. 

The  Commission,  according  to  the  appointment  c 
Concord  Presbytery,  met  at  Franklin  Church,  August  3( 
1953  at  7:45,  with  Ministers  C.  A.  McGirt,  Milton  I 
Faust,  Earl  F.  Thompson  and  James  R.  Phipps,  and  Ru 
ing  Elder  William  G.  Houck  presnt,  and  was  opened  wit 
prayer  by  Rev.  C.  A.  McGirt  with  a  Quorum  presen 
Rev.  C.  A.  McGirt  was  elected  Moderator,  and  Re 
Earl  F.  Thompson  Clerk.  Rev.  C.  A.  McGirt  preside 
and  led  the  congregation  in  a  service  of  worship.  Re 
Earl  F.  Thompson  preached  from  Matt.  28:17-19  aftt 
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Rev.  Lewis  Belton  Metts 


iwhich  Rev.  C.  A.  McGirt  recited  the  proceedings  of 
Presbytery  leading  up  to  this  service  and  proposed  the 
Constitutional  Questions  to  both  the  Minister  and  the 
Congregation.  These  being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
Rev.  Lewis  B.  Metts  was  installed  as  pastor  of  Franklin 
Church  agreeably  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Book  of 
Church  Order.  The  charge  to  the  Pastor  was  delivered  by 
Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust  and  to  the  Congregation  by  Elder 
William  G.  Houck.  The  service  was  concluded  with  the 
aenediction  pronounced  by  the  newly-installed  pastor, 
ind  the  leaders  of  the  congregation  came  forward  and 
|ave  him  their  right  hand  in  token  of  cordial  reception 
und  affectionate  regard. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved,  and  the  Com- 
mission closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust. 

Rev.  Lewis  B.  Metts  Resigns  —  Due  to  ill  health,  the 
\ev.  Lewis  B.  Metts  presented  through  the  Commission 
)n  the  Minister  and  His  Work  his  request  for  the  dissolu- 
ion  of  the  pastoral  relationship  between  himself  and  the 


Franklin  Presbyterian  Church,  effective  October  15, 
1956.  The  Representative  of  the  Church  reported  that  the 
Church  concurred  with  regret.  Presbytery  voted  to  dis- 
solve the  pastoral  relationship.  Special  prayer  was  of- 
fered by  Presbytery  for  the  Metts  family. 

Rev.  Lewis  B.  Metts  Dismissed  —  The  Rev.  Lewis  B. 
Metts  was  granted  a  Certificate  of  Transfer  to  the 
Presbytery  of  Kings  Mountain  in  order  that  he  might  ac- 
cept a  call  to  the  Olney  Presbyterian  Church  Gastonia, 
N.C.,  as  assistant  Minister. 

Reverend  Lewis  Belton  Metts 

The  Reverend  Lewis  Belton  Metts  was  born  in 
Blacksburg,  S.C.,  June  27,  1905,  the  son  of  William 
Oliver  and  Martha  Jane  Knox  Metts.  He  was  graduated 
from  High  School  at  Blacksburg,  and  attended 
Presbyterian  College  of  South  Carolina  and  the  Univer- 
sity of  South  Carolina.  In  1928  he  entered  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary,  Decatur,  Georgia,  and  was 
graduated  May  20,  1931. 
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Mr.  Metts  has  served  churches  in  the  Synods  of  South 
Carolina,  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  North  Carolina.  His 
first  work  after  being  licensed  and  ordained  by  Bethel 
Presbytery  was  as  Stated  Supply  and  Pastor  of  the 
Church  at  Blacksburg,  S.C.,  being  the  Church  in  which 
he  grew  up.  From  1935-39  his  next  field  was  the  Clifton 
group  in  Enoree  Presbytery.  From  these  he  was  called  to 
the  LaFayette  group  in  East  Alabama  Presbytery.  In 
1942  the  active  Pastorate  was  given  up  temporarily  for 
service  with  the  Armed  Forces  during  World  War  II.  As 
a  chaplain  with  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Metts  served  with  the  89th  Infantry  Division  in  the  Euro- 
pean Theater.  While  with  this  outfit  he  rose  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Assistant  Division  Chaplain.  Being  discharged 
from  active  duty  on  May  26,  1946  his  next  call  came  to 
become  Pastor  of  the  South  Highland  Church,  La 
Grange,  Georgia,  in  Atlanta  Presbytery.  In  June  1950  he 
returned  to  Bethel  Presbytery  to  serve  Beersheba,  Filbert 
and  Ramah  Churches  in  York  County. 

Previous  work  in  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  has 
been  with  the  Franklin  Church,  Salisbury,  N.C.  in  Con- 
cord Presbytery,  and  before  coming  to  Dallas,  Mr.  Metts 
organized  the  Glendale  Chapel,  Gastonia,  N.C.  into  a 
Church. 

On  June  15,  1937  he  was  married  to  Fannie  Alice 
Corry  of  Gaffney,  S.C.  To  this  union  was  born  one  son, 
Lewis  Belton  Metts,  Jr.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  Davidson 
College  and  is  now  in  the  United  States  Army  located  in 
Germany. 

Mrs.  Metts  was  born  in  Gaffney,  S.C.  January  19, 
1 908,  the  daughter  of  the  late  Nott  Stanhope  and  Rachel 
Blanton  Amos  Corry.  She  grew  up  in  the  Limestone 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  received  her  education  in  the 
Public  Schools  of  Gaffney.  Her  academic  work  was  pur- 
sued at  Limestone  College,  Gaffney,  S.C.  and  Winthrop 
College,  Rock  Hill,  S.C.  Mrs.  Metts  besides  assuming  a 
coveted  place  in  the  work  of  the  church  has  also  made  a 
substantial  contribution  to  community  life  where  she  has 
lived  as  a  school  teacher.  Since  coming  to  Dallas  she  has 
been  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  the  Carr  School. 

REVEREND  LEWIS  BELTON  METTS 
1905-1968 

Lewis  Belton  Metts  was  born  at  Blacksburg,  South 
Carolina,  June  27,  1905,  the  son  of  William  Oliver  and 
Martha  Jane  Knox  Metts.  He  attended  Presbyterian 
College  at  Clinton,  1923,  and  the  University  of  South 
Carolina,  1926;  then  he  attended  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary,  located  at  that  time  at  Columbia,  South 
Carolina,  and  now  at  Decatur,  Georgia,  1928-1931. 

He  was  ordained  by  Bethel  Presbytery  October  21, 
1934. 

For  thirty-five  years  he  served  pastorates  in  South 
Carolina,  Alabama,  Georgia,  and  North  Carolina,  many 


of  these  being  multiple-church  fields.  During  World  War 
II  he  served  as  a  chaplain  for  four  years,  fourteen  months 
of  which  was  combat  duty  with  the  89th  Infantry  Divi- 
sion in  Europe. 

On  June  15,  1937  he  married  Fanny  Alice  Corry  of 
Gaffney,  S.C.  To  them  was  born  one  son,  Lewis  Belton, 
Jr. 

From  1953  to  1956  Mr.  Metts  was  pastor  of  the 
Franklin  Church  near  Salisbury  in  Concord  Presbytery. 
From  1960  he  was  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Dallas,  N.C.  in  Kings  Mountain  Presbytery. 

Mr.  Metts  died  September  4,  1968. 


REVEREND  FINLEY  M.  GRISSETT 
AS  A  COMMITTEE 

Rev.  Finley  McCorvey  Grissett,  Jr.,  born  Neiully 
Paris,  France,  October  9,  1920;  father  Rev.  Finley 
McCorvey  Grissett;  mother,  Katherine  Stebbin; 
Doggett;  wife,  Clara  Agnes  Morrison,  Los  Alamos,  NM 
August  5,  1949;  son:  Finley  David;  CWoos,  39-41;  UCin 
41-  (AUS,  43-5)  -7,  BS;  Col  TS,  50-3,  BD,  cum  laude;  L 
Ju  11,  O,  June  21,  1953,  EAla  Pby;  pastor  Millbrook 
Ala.,  53-7;  pastor  Franklin  church  Salisbury,  N.C.  1957 
1973;  pastor  McQuay  Memorial  church  Charlotte,  N.C 
1973. 

At  the  meeting  held  in  Statesville  on  May  20,  1957,  thi 
Commission  approved  the  call  of  the  Franklin  Church  tc 
the  Reverend  Finley  M.  Grissett.  The  terms  of  the  cal 
are  $4,000  salary,  $300  for  utilities  and  car  expense,  on< 
month's  vacation.  The  Commission  recommends  tha 
Presbytery  find  the  call  in  order  and  it  be  placed  in  hi 
hands  if  the  way  be  clear. 

Rev.  Finley  M.  Grissett  Received — Certificate  of  dis 
mission  from  the  Presbytery  of  East  Alabama  for  th> 
Rev.  Finley  M.  Grissett  was  presented  and  he  was  admit 
ted  to  examination.  The  examination  was  approved  as 
whole,  and  he  was  enrolled  as  a  member  of  Concon 
Presbytery  after  signing  the  obligation. 

The  Rev.  Finley  M.  Grissett  signified  his  acceptance  o 
the  call  from  the  Franklin  Church,  and  the  followin, 
Commission  to  install  him: 

Rev.  T.  B.  Southall — Preside  and  propound  the  Cor 
stitutional  questions,  Dr.  Sidney  Gates — Preach  the  ser 
mon,  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust — Charge  the  congregatior 
Elder— Mr.  S.  H.  Plexico,  Dr.  Nelson  Bell— Charge  th 
minister  (invited — Asheville  Presbytery),  Alternat 
Minister — Rev.  C.  A.  McGirt,  Alternate  Elder — Mr.  C 


H.  Glover,  Time:  September  8,  1957,  at  7:30  P.M.  i 
Franklin  Church. 

Installation  of  Rev.  F.  M.  Grissett — The  Commissior 
according  to  the  appointment  of  Concord  Presbyter} 
met  at  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church,  September  i 
1957,  7:00  P.M.,  with  Ministers  Dr.  Sidney  A.  Gate: 
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Rev.  Finley  McCorvey  Grissett,  Jr. 


Rev.  T.  B.  Southall  and  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust,  and  Rul- 
ing Elder  Dr.  Nelson  Bell  and  S.  Holmes  Plexico  present, 
and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust. 
Quorum  present.  Rev.  Thompson  B.  Southall  was  elected 
Moderator,  and  Elder  S.  Holmes  Plexico,  Clerk.  Rev. 
Thompson  B.  Southall  presided  and  led  the  congregation 
in  a  service  of  worship.  Elder  S.  H.  Plexico  read  the 
scripture — Hebrew  10:19-25.  Rev.  Dr.  Sidney  A.  Gates 
Dreached  from  First  John  1:7,  after  which  Rev. 
Thompson  B.  Southall  recited  the  proceedings  of 
Presbytery  leading  up  to  this  service,  and  proposed  the 
constitutional  Questions  to  both  the  Minister  and  the 
Congregation.  These  being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
Rev.  Finley  M.  Grissett  was  installed  as  pastor  of 
franklin  Presbyterian  Church  agreeably  to  the  Word  of 
God  and  the  Book  of  Church  Order.  The  charge  to  the 
Pastor  was  delivered  by  Elder  Dr.  Nelson  Bell  and  to  the 
Congregation  by  Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust.  The  service  was 


concluded  with  the  benediction  pronounced  by  the  newly- 
installed  pastor,  and  the  leaders  of  the  congregation 
came  forward  and  gave  him  their  right  hand  in  token  of 
cordial  reception  and  affectionate  regard. 

Motion  made,  seconded  and  carried  that  the  Commis- 
sion express  its  appreciation  to  Dr.  L.  Nelson  Bell  for  his 
attendance  and  participation  in  this  Installation  Service. 
Dr.  Bell  is  a  Ruling  Elder  of  Montreat  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Asheville  Presbytery. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved  and  the  Commis- 
sion closed  with  prayer  by  Elder  Dr.  L.  Nelson  Bell. 
Thompson  B.  Southall,  Moderator.  S.  Holmes  Plexico, 
Clerk. 

The  pastoral  relationship  between  the  Rev.  Finley  M. 
Grissett  and  the  Franklin  Church  was  dissolved  effective 
June  23,  1973,  and  he  was  dismissed  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Mecklenburg. 
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The  following  letter,  reproduced  in  its  entirety,  to  Mrs. 
Lucille  T.  Lewis  from  the  Rev.  Finley  M.  Grissett  giving 
an  account  of  his  work  and  ministry  at  Franklin  Church: 

"The  old  frame  church  building  ( 1 875- 1957)  was  razed 
and  the  present  sanctuary  built  ($70,000).  A  generous  gift 
of  the  materials  in  the  sanctuary,  given  by  a  former  mem- 
ber, Mr.  Claude  Thomason  and  Family  gave  an  incentive 
for  all  the  church.  All  the  furnishings  were  given  as  me- 
morials. By  1965,  the  sanctuary  and  its  furnishings  were 
completely  paid  for  and  dedicated  to  the  glory  of  God. 

"During  the  sixteen  year  period  of  Rev.  Grissett's 
ministry  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church  grew  from  a  Mis- 
sion church  receiving  significant  aid  from  Concord 
Presbytery  to  a  self-supporting  field  with  its  own  out- 
reach program.  Stewardship  increased  from  approx- 
imately $5,000  in  1956  to  $23,000  in  1973  with  $3,500  go- 
ing to  benevolences  outside  of  the  church.  Membership 
grew  steadily  from  142  in  1956  to  192  in   1973. 

"A  full  program  for  all  ages  was  developed  over  the 
years.  This  included  a  youth  program,  annual 
evangelistic  services,  and  an  increasingly  popular 
homecoming.  Notable  speakers,  and  former  pastors  were 
guest  speakers  on  the  occasions.  Two  former  Moderators 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.  the  late  Dr.  Nelson  Bell 
and  Dr.  J.  McDowell  Richards  were  guest  speakers. 
Special  gifts  at  homecoming  went  for  the  building  and 
later  the  cemetery  fund.  On  two  occasions  over  $1,000 
were  given.  The  cemetery  was  landscaped  and  a  cemetery 
fund  established  for  its  maintenance. 

"In  1959,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Finley  Grissett  introduced  a 
moving  Christmas  Pageant  to  the  church.  Members  of 
the  Sunday  School  and  choirs  presented  it.  It  became  a 
much  beloved  tradition  in  the  church.  Mrs.  Grissett  gave 
leadership  by  directing  the  choir  for  the  sixteen  year 
period. 

"In  cooperation  with  Bethel  Lutheran  Church  a 
scouting  program  for  the  boys  of  the  community  was 
developed;  a  troop,  an  Explorer  unit,  and  a  Cub  Pack 
No.  310.  Mr  Grissett  served  as  Cubmaster  six  years  and 
after  this  as  a  trainer  for  Scout  leaders  in  the  district. 
Another  joint  ministry  with  Bethel  Church  was  a 
monthly  fellowship  for  the  senior  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. For  several  years  five  community  churches  held 
fifth  Sunday  night  cooperative  services.  The  Easter 
Sunrise  Service  was  expanded  to  include  all  churches  on 
the  north-east  part  of  town.  This  meant  ten  to  twelve  dif- 
ferent churches.  Mr.  Grissett  was  active  in  encouraging 
these  services. 

"In  the  greater  community  of  Salisbury,  Rev.  Grissett 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Salisbury  Ministerial 
Association.  He  served  both  as  its  secretary  and  one  term 
as  its  president.  One  of  the  first  loves  of  Mr.  Grissett  was 
World  Missions.  He  invited  many  missionaries  to  speak 
at  Franklin.  On  three  different  occasions  he  organized 


four-day    mission    conferences    within    all    the    eight 
Presbyterian  Churches  of  Rowan  County. 

"As  a  Presbyter,  Mr.  Grissett  served  on  the  following 
committees:  Church  Extension,  Evangelism,  and  World 
Missions,  and  he  was  chairman  of  the  last  committee  for 
six  years.  During  his  term  this  committee  undertook 
many  successful  projects  to  lead  the  Presbytery  to  be 
more  responsive  to  World  Missions.  In  the  summer  of 
1962,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  were  among  the  adult  leaders  who 
took  a  Youth  Caravan  to  Mexico.  The  youth  came  from 
all  across  the  Presbytery.  Mr.  Grissett's  interest  in  youth 
was  evident  in  the  time  he  spent  with  young  people,  and 
the  many  summers  he  served  as  counselor  and  leader  at 
Camp  Grier,  a  Presbytery  program.  He  also  served  on 
the  Higher  Education  Committee  of  the  Synod  of  North 
Carolina. 

"During  the  summer  of  1967,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Grissett 
and  their  son,  David,  visited  Scotland  in  a  pulpit  ex- 
change program.  Rev.  William  Williamson  and  his  wife 
moved  into  the  Franklin  manse  for  the  same  period.  It 
proved  a  worthwhile  experience.  Another  venture  which 
meant  a  lot  to  Franklin  Church  was  Christmas  Inter- 
national House.  For  two  successive  years  foreign  stu- 
dents were  our  guest  for  a  two  week  period.  All  the 
Presbyterian  Churches  in  the  city  and  county  cooperated. 
Rev.  Williamson  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  ol 
Salisbury  was  active  in  the  leadership  here. 

"Rev.  Grissett  served  as  Moderator  of  the  Concord 
Presbytery  at  its  July  meeting  in  1970.  He  was  elected 
Commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1964.  In  the 
spring  of  1973  Franklin  Church  participated  in  a  La> 
Revival  weekend.  Some  twenty  persons  came  and  sharec 
their  testimony.  Rev.  Warren  Wardlaw  was  the  guesi 
minister.  A  gifted  music  team  from  Darlington,  S.C 
contributed  their  talents.  The  church  experienced  an  out 
pouring  of  God's  Spirit.  Many  hearts  were  touched  anc 
open  commitments  to  Christ  and  warm  demonstration: 
of  love  made  everyone  know  that  God  was  in  their  midst 
Upon  this  happy  note  Rev.  Grissett  accepted  a  call  U 
McQuay  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  beginning  ii 
late  June  of  1973. 

"A  ministry  of  sixteen  years  in  one  pastorate  give1 
testimony  to  a  good  working  relation  between  ministe 
and  people  in  these  troubled  times.  This  warm  Christiai 
fellowship  on  the  part  of  the  people  was  ever  an  en 
couragement  to  Mr.  Grissett  and  his  family.  Th 
development  of  mature  Christian  leadership  in  th! 
church  over  the  years  was  rewarding.  During  this  perio 
one  young  man  from  the  church  entered  the  ministry.  H 
is  Rev.  Glenn  Thomason,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spence 
Thomason. 

"Franklin  is  ever  in  our  prayers." 

Sincerely, 
Finley 
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Rev.  Jack  Roger  Marrow 


REV.  JACK  ROGER  MARROW 

MINUTES  OF  CONCORD  PRESBYTERY  1974 
INSTALLATION  OF  JACK  ROGER  MARROW 

The  Commission,  according  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord,  met  at  Franklin  Presbyterian 
Church,  Salisbury,  N.C.,  on  April  21,  1974,  with 
Teaching  Elders  S.  Edwin  Lewis,  Milton  Faust,  Paul 
Snell  and  Richard  P.  Shaw,  and  Ruling  Elder  Jack  Frees, 
Gregg  Singer,  Jerry  Young,  Mrs.  Harley  Laughridge, 
present,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Teaching  Elder 
S.  Edwin  Lewis.  Quorum  present.  Teaching  Elder  S. 
Edwin  Lewis  presided  and  led  the  congregation  in  a  ser- 
vice of  worship.  Teaching  Elder  Richard  Shaw  preached 
from  Genesis  22:1-14,  "Those  Who  Prove  Their  Faith" 
after  which  Teaching  Elder  S.  Edwin  Lewis  recited  the 
proceedings  of  Presbytery  leading  up  to  this  service,  and 
proposed    the    Constitutional    Questions    to    both    the 


Minister  and  the  Congregation.  These  being  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  Teaching  Elder  Jack  Roger  Marrow  was 
installed  as  pastor  of  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church 
agreeably  to  the  Word  of  God  and  the  Book  of  Church 
Order.  The  charge  to  the  Pastor  was  delivered  by 
Teaching  Elder  Paul  Snell  and  to  the  Congregation  by 
Teaching  Elder  Milton  Faust.  The  service  was  concluded 
with  the  benediction  pronounced  by  the  newly-installed 
pastor,  and  the  leaders  of  the  congregation  came  forward 
and  gave  him  their  right  hand  in  token  of  cordial  recep- 
tion and  affectionate  regard. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved,  and  the  Com- 
mission closed  with  prayer  by  Teaching  Elder  Milton 
Faust. 

Rev.  Jack  Roger  Marrow,  born  Shelby,  North 
Carolina,  May  14,  1932;  father,  Jack  Derry  Marrow; 
mother,   Sarah   Elizabeth   Ford  Marrow;  wife,   Nancy 


69 


Jane  Allison,  Huntersville,  N.C.,  June  1 5,  1957;  children, 
Linda  Susan,  Lisa  Gayle,  Jack  Roger  Jr.  NCSCA  &  E, 
1951-1953;  Bob  Jones  University  1955-1959,  BA; 
Columbia  Theological  Seminary,  Decatur,  Georgia.  BD; 
O,  June  17,  1962,  South  Carolina  Presbytery;  Pastor, 
Wayside  &  Rock  Bridge  churches,  Laurens,  S.C.,  1962- 
1964;  pastor,  John  C.  Robinson  Memorial  church,  Gas- 
tonia.  North  Carolina,  1964-1968;  pastor,  Back  Creek 
church,  Mt.  Ulla,  North  Carolina,  1968-1974;  pastor, 
Franklin  church  1974. 

Franklin  Presbyterian  Church 

Ridge  Road,  Salisbury,  N.C. 

Pastor's  Interview 

1974 

Full  name  is  Jack  Roger  Marrow  born  May  14,  1932 
in  Shelby,  North  Carolina.  Educated  in  North  Carolina 
State  in  Raleigh,  N.  C,  Bob  Jones  University  in  Green- 
ville, S.C.  and  Columbia  Theological  Seminary, 
Decatur,  Georgia. 

Degrees  received  B.A.,  B.D.,  M.  Div.,  (Diploma,  Un- 
ited States  Chaplain  School)  Army.  Hobbies  include 
hunting,  camping  and  parachuting. 

I  was  born  again  November  25,  1955.  The  one  person 
who  influenced  me  in  finding  Christ  was  a  friend  who 
wanted  my  help  in  finding  Christ.  We  studied  the  Bible 
together  to  find  what  he  was  seeking.  I  became  convinced 
that  I  was  not  a  Christian  and  my  conversion  came  about 
3:00  a.m.  the  next  day.  Many  people  were  instrumental 
in  my  conversion. 

I  met  my  wife  at  Young  Peoples  Meeting  at  Hopewell 
Presbyterian  Church  near  Huntersville,  N.C.  We  were 


married  June  15,  1956  at  Hopewell.  She  was  the  former 
Nancy  Jane  Allison.  We  now  have  three  children,  Linda 
Susan  Marrow  born  March  24,  1957,  Lisa  Gayle 
Marrow  born  January  21,  1964  and  one  son  Jack  Roger 
Marrow,  Jr.  born  February  3,  1968. 

My  call  to  the  ministry  came  at  the  same  time  of  my 
conversion  in  1955.  I  was  ordained  in  June  of  1962  at 
Wayside  Presbyterian  Church,  Laurens,  S.C.  by  the 
South  Carolina  Presbytery.  Since  that  time  I  have  served 
the  following  churches:  Wayside  Presbyterian  Church, 
Rock  Bridge  Presby.  Church,  Robinson  Memorial 
Presby.  Church,  Back  Creek  Presby,  Church  and 
Franklin  Presbyterian  Church.  I  served  as  the  minister  in 
all  of  these.  I  have  served  as  a  Chaplain  in  the  Army 
Reserves  since  1965.  I  won  the  Green  Beret  and  now 
serve  as  the  Group  Chaplain,  1 1th  Special  Forces  Group, 
Airborne.  I  have  55  parachute  jumps. 

The  most  thrilling  thing  in  the  ministry  to  me  is  con- 
ducting the  Worship  Services.  I  have  no  recognizable 
disappointments  in  the  ministry  as  to  this  date.  The  main 
lessons  learned  are  take  the  faith  seriously,  be  faithful, 
and  learn  patience  every  day. 

I  would  advise  young  ministers  to  lay  a  good  founda- 
tion after  being  assured  of  their  Divine  Call,  to  give  him- 
self to  the  small  and  great,  and  to  push  the  work  of  the 
ministry. 

For  my  local  church,  I  look  forward  to  ministering 
faithfully  in  all  areas  of  life  to  our  community,  to 
promote  peace,  to  work  toward  our  maturing  in  the  faith. 
I  expect  to  remain  flexible  so  that  we  can  readjust  our 
goals  constantly. 


The  Ministers  and  Supplies  of  Franklin  Presbyterian  Church  from  1829  —  1974 


Rev.  C.  Bradshaw,  supplied  Franklin  Church  April  10, 
1830,  until  October  9,  1830. 

Rev.  William  Alexander  Hall,  supplied  Franklin  October 
9,  1830,  until  April  5,  1833. 

No  records  from  April  5,  1833  until  April  3,  1834. 

Rev.  C.  Bradshaw,  supplied  Franklin  April  3,  1834,  until 
September  5,  1834. 

Rev.  William  Alexander  Hall,  supplied  Franklin  Sep- 
tember 5,  1834,  until  October  13,  1835. 

No  records  from  October  13,  1835  until  May  12,  1837. 

Rev.  James  Davidson  Hall,  pastor  at  Thyatira  and 
Franklin  Churches,  was  installed  May  12,  1837.  Rev. 
James  Davidson  Hall,  April  6,  1846,  was  appointed 
Trustee  of  Davidson  College  to  serve  four  years.  The 


Rev.  James  Davidson  Hall  asked  the  dissolution  of  the 
pastoral  relation  existing  between  himself  and  the 
churches  of  Thyatira  and  Franklin.  Presbytery  being 
properly  informed  these  churches  consented  to  said 
dissolution,  the  request  was  granted  and  the  congrega- 
tions of  Thyatira  and  Franklin  declared  vacant  Sep- 
tember 28,  1846. 

Concord  Presbytery  report  to  General  Assembly,  the) 
would  serve  one  year. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  September  28,  1846  until  Apri 
18,  1847. 

Rev.  Stephen  Frontis,  supplied  Franklin,  April  18,  184' 
until  April  7,  1850. 

Rev.  Peter  Tinsley  Penick,  supplied  Franklin,  April  13 
1850  until  April  12,  1851. 
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Professor  E.  F.  Rockwell,  supplied  Franklin,  April  12, 
1851  until  April  10,  1852. 

Annual  report  April  10,  1852,  Franklin  vacant,  until 
April  23,  1853. 

Thomas  P.  Johnston  F.  M.,  supplied  Franklin,  April  23, 
1853  until  April  24,  1854. 

No  records  from  April  24,  1854  until  April  7,  1855. 

Rev.  Barnabas  Scott  Krider,  supplied  Franklin,  April  7, 
1855  until  April  15,  1856. 

Candidate  6,  supplied  Franklin,  April  15,  1856  until 
April  18,  1857. 

Rev.  Barnabas  Scott  Krider,  pastor  Franklin,  October  2, 
1857  until  July  22,  1859. 

Rev.  P.  T.  Penick  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Alexander  administered 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  at  Franklin  Sep- 
tember 10,  1859. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  September  10,  1859  until  April 
16,  1860. 

Rev.  R.  H.  Caldwell,  supplied  Franklin,  April  16,  1860 
until  October  20,  1860. 

Rev.  J.  Rumple,  supplied  Franklin,  October  20,  1860  un- 
til April  12,  1862. 

No  records  from  April  12,  1862  until  July  14,  1863. 

Rev.  B.  L.  Beall,  supplied  Franklin,  July  14,  1863  until 
'    May  14,  1864. 

Candidate  3,  supplied  Franklin,  May  14,  1864  until  Oc- 
'    tober  13,  1866. 

Rev.  J.  M.  M.  Caldwell,  Rev.  T.  E.  Davis,  Licenliale  J.  J. 
Kennedy,  supplied  Franklin,  April  26,  1867  until  Sep- 
tember 3,  1867. 

Annual  report  September  3,  1867  until  April  13,  1868 
was  vacant. 

Rev.  J.  M.  M.  Caldwell  and  Rev.  W.  A.  Wood  spent 

each  a   Sabbath   at   Franklin   and   administered  the 

i    Sacraments,  April  13,  1868  until  September  26,  1868. 

Rev.  J.  Rumple  one  Sabbath,  at  Franklin,  September  26, 
1868  until  April  30,  1869. 

Rev.  Samuel  Caldwell  Pharr,  pastor  at  Franklin,  from 
i    April  30,  1869  until  August  23,  1873. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  August  23,  1 873  until  April  18, 
I    1874. 

Rev.  L.  McKinnon,  Rev.  A.  W.  Boyd  and  Rev.  T.  J. 
Allison,  one  Sabbath  at  Franklin,  April  18,  1874  until 
September  30,  1874. 


Rev.  L.  McKinnon  one  Sabbath  at  Franklin,  September 
30,  1874  until  May  1875. 

General  Assembly  report  May  1875  Franklin  was  va- 
cant. 124  members. 

Rev.  A.  L.  Crawford,  supplied  Franklin,  from  October  7, 
1875  until  October  21,  1877. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  October  21,  1877  until  April  7, 
1878. 

Rev.  J.  Rumple,  supplied  Franklin,  from  April  7,  1878 
until  October  22,  1878. 

Franklin    was    vacant    from    October    22,    1878    until 
November  9,  1878. 

Rev.    Robert   Warren   Boyd,   supplied   Franklin,    from 
November  9,  1878  until  June  3,  1881. 

Rev.   Robert  Warren  Boyd,  pastor  at  Franklin,  from 
June  3,  1881  until  March  28,  1888. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  March  28,  1888  until  October 
7,  1888. 

Rev.  \.  N.  Campbell,  supplied  Franklin,  from  October  7, 
1888  until  March  28,  1891. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  March  28,  1891  until  May  16, 
1891. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Greenlee,  supplied  Franklin,  from  May  16, 
1891  until  August  2,  1891. 

Rev.  C.  Miller,  pastor  at  Franklin,  from  August  2,  1891 
until  April  16,  1892. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  April  16,  1892  until  September 
1892. 

Rev.  John  M.  Rose  Jr.,  supplied  Franklin,  for  the  month 
of  October. 

Rev.  Miles  Abernethy  Henderson,  pastor  at  Franklin, 
from  October  20,  1892  until  May  21,  1895. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  May  21,  1895  until  April  1, 
1896. 

Rev.   Robert  Silvanus  Arrowood,   pastor  at   Franklin, 
from  April  1,  1896  until  August  25,  1904. 

Franklin    was    vacant    from    September   4,    1904   until 
March  19,  1905. 

Rev.  F.  M.  Allen,  supplied  Franklin,  from  March  19, 
1905  until  July  15,  1906. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  July  15,  1906  until  April  14, 
1907. 

Rev.  T.  H.  Spence,  supplied  Franklin,  from  April  14, 
1907  until  April  5,  1909. 
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Franklin  was  vacant  from  April  5,  1909  until  August  27, 
1909. 

Rev.  Robert  Grant,  supplied  Franklin,  from  August  27, 

1909  until  March  20,  1910. 

Rev.  C.  Miller,  supplied  Franklin,  from  March  20,  1910 
until  August  21,  1910. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Cochran,  supplied  Franklin,  from  August  21, 

1910  until  April  9,  1911. 

Rev.  Dugald  Munroe,  pastor  at  Franklin,  from  July  16, 

1911  until  September  3,  1916. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  September  3,  1916  until  April 
1,  1917. 

Rev.  Wallace,  supplied  Franklin,  from  April  1,  1917  un- 
til May  26,  1917. 

Rev.  Birum,  supplied  Franklin,  from  May  26,  1917  until 
September  13,  1917. 

Rev.  F.  M.  Clark,  supplied  Franklin,  from  September 
13,  1917  until  May  18,  1919. 

Rev.  Wilburn  A.  Nicholson,  pastor  at  Franklin,  from 
May  18,  1919  until  September  1,  1921. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  September  1,  1921  until  May 
21,  1922. 

Rev.  R.  W.  Booth,  supplied   Franklin,  from   May  21, 
1922  until  September  1922. 

Rev.  H.  H.  Cassady,  supplied  Franklin,  from  September 
1922  until  September  1923. 


Franklin  no  records  from  September  1923  until  February 

3,   1924. 

Rev.  Herbert  Corwin  Carmichael,  pastor  at  Franklin, 
from  February  3,  1924  until  September  19,  1926. 

Franklin  was  vacant  from  September  19,  1926  until 
August  14,  1927. 

Rev.  Floyd  Menius,  supplied  Franklin,  from  August  14, 
1927  until  October  2,  1927. 

Rev.  Nathan  Elmer  Oplinger,  pastor  at  Franklin,  from 
October  9,  1927  until  June  10,  1945. 

Mr.  John  E.  Ramsay,  supplied  Franklin,  from  June  10, 
1945  until  May  23,  1948. 

Rev.  Milton  B.  Faust,  pastor  at  Franklin,  from  May  23,1 
1948  until  December  15,  1952. 

Rev.  Robert  Turner  and  Rev.  O.  V.  Caudell,  supplied 
Franklin,  from  December  15,  1952  until  August  30, 
1953. 

Rev.  Lewis  Belton  Metts,  pastor  at  Franklin,  from" 
August  30,  1953  until  October  15,  1956. 

Rev.  M.  B.  Faust,  temporary  supply  for  Franklin  Oc- 
tober 15,  1956  until  September  8,  1957. 

Rev.  Finley  M.  Grissett,  pastor  at  Franklin,  from  Sep-1 

tember  8,  1957  until  June  23,  1973. 

Rev.  John  Johnson  Jr.,  supplied  Franklin,  from  June  23. 
1973  until  April  21,  1974. 

Rev.  Jack  Roger  Marrow,  pastor  at  Franklin,  from  April 
21,  1974  until 
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ROLL  OF  ELDERS 


JAME  ORDINATION  DATE 

rott,  Sabert  Scott       

homason,  William  Abner      

Juttz,  Jacob  A 2-13-1876 

iincaid,  William  M 2-13-1876 

rott,  Wilson 5-20-1877 

iheen,  William  Thomas      4-1-1882 

homason,  Jacob  A 4-1-1882 

huping,  Benjamin  F 4-16-1892 

incaid,  James  B 9-4-1898 

•verman,  George  W 9-4-1898 

arter,  S.  S 6-15-1913 

Whelm,  Adam 6-15-1913 

homason,  John  W 2-17-1924 

lowery,  William  E 2-17-1924 

•verman,  G.  Albert      2-7-1926 

:ichardson,  A.  P 2-7-1926 

homason,  G.  Spencer 3-19-1939 

homason,  Claude  F 3-19-1939 

ampbell,  Luther  R 4-24-1949 

luttz,  Charles  A 4-24-1949 


NAME  ORDINATION  DATE 

Mowery,  J.  Lewis 4-20-1952 

Thomason,  Carl  G 4-27-1952 

Fries,  J.  A 3-22-1953 

Thomason,  Charlie  G 12-13-1953 

Overman,  Lonnie  Y 12-13-1953 

Lingle,  Luther  Voigt 12-19-1954 

Connell,  Archie  A 12-19-1954 

Cartner,  Charlie  M 3-31-1957 

Cauble,  Robert  L 1-12-1958 

Kluttz,  Charles  A.  Jr 1-12-1958 

Moore,  Blake  O 2-15-1959 

Morgan,  Wiley  G 1-8-1961 

Grant,  Max  Gardner 1-19-1964 

Barber,  Russell      .............  1-3-1965 

Morris,  James  W 2-13-1966 

Overcash,  Grover  A 12-17-1967 

Singer,  C.  Gregg . 

McDaniel,  Marvin  C 12-28-1969 

Crisp,  S.  A 1-2-1972 

Nussman,  James  Baker 12-28-1975 
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ROLL  OF  DEACONS 


NAME  ORDINATION  DATE 

Jacobs,  Lewis 

Agner,  M.  A 

Hall,  Abner  L 

Thomason,  William  T 

Walker,  R 

Haltum,  R.  J 5-20-1877 

Kincaid,  John  J 8-19-1883 

Shuping,  John  A 10-19-1883 

Gheen,  John  H 10-19-1883 

Cozart,  J.  A 10-20-1890 

Fisher,  H.  A 10-20-1890 

Powlas,  M.  A 10-20-1890 

Wilhelm,  Adam 8-18-1901 

Jacobs,  C.  A 8-18-1901 

Kluttz,  Caleb  L 8-18-1901 

Thomason,  John  W 6-15-1913 

Overman,  G.  Albert 6-20-1920 

Thomason,  Charlie  G 2-17-1924 

Mowery,  J.  Lewis 2-17-1924 

Carter,  Paul  L 2-17-1924 

Thomason,  Carl  G 10-7-1928 

Hall,  J.  Floyd       10-7-1928 

Mowery,  Thomas  A 3-19-1939 

Overman,  W.  James 3-19-1939 

Cartner,  Charley  M 4-24-1949 

McCulloh,  Harold  K 4-24-1949 

Moore,  Blake  0 4-20-1952 

Pierce,  Ernest  C 4-20-1952 

Shives,  Bryon  M 4-20-1952 

Daniel,  Robert  C 4-20-1952 

Shaver,  Curtis  P 3-22-1953 

Lingle,  Luther  V 3-22-1953 

Overcash,  Clyde 12-13-1953 

Cauble,  Robert  L 12-13-1953 

Hager,  Clarence  M 12-13-1953 


NAME  ORDINATION  DAT 

Elium,  James 11-7-195 

Kluttz,  Charles  A.  Jr 11-7-195 

Thomason,  Sam  F 11-7-195 

Nussman,  James  B 11-27-195 

Thomason,  Watson  T 11-27-195 

Moore,  Earl       12-30-195 

Gobble,  Horace  Adam 1-12-195 

Morgan,  Wiley  G 1-12-195 

Swink,  Charlie  L 2-15-195 

Nussman,  George  C 2-15-195 

Thomason,  Nathan  S 2-15-195 

Grant,  Max  Gardner 1-10-19* 

Barber,  Russell 1-8-196 

Collins,  Max 1-7-196 

Pope,  J.  Gilmer 1-7-196 

Miller,  Luther  R 1-6-196 

McDaniel,  Marvin  C 1-6-196 

Huffman,  David  L 1-6-196 

Crisp,  S.  A 1-3-196 

Overcash,  G.  A 1-3-196 

Thomason,  Frank  T 12-17-196 

Gillean,  Hayden  W 1-5-196 

Mills,  Howard  Ray      12-28-196 

Beam,  Thomas  E 2-7-19" 

Carlson,  Lance 2-7-19" 

Campbell,  Otis  R 1-21-197 

McNeill,  Andrew  G 1-21-19" 

Simmerson,  Richard  R 1-21-19" 

Morgan,  Tobias  J 1-6-19' 

Lewis,  Lucille  Thomason  (Mrs.  E.J.)    ....  1-5-19* 

Buie,  Neill  D 3-16-19" 

Gillean,  Stanley  Wetmore       12-28-19" 

Freeze,  Billy  R 1-2-19" 

Byrd,  Michael  R 1-2-19" 
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PREACHER  CAME  —  DANCERS  LEFT 

Hope  Hull  followed  Jesse  Lee,  one  of  the  eminent  Methodist  pioneers  in  this  area,  on  the 
Salisbury  circuit  in  1785.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  singular  power  in  the  pulpit  and 
shares  the  honor  of  laying  the  foundation  of  Methodism  in  this  region. 

Rumple's  History  of  Rowan  County  tells  the  following  story  concerning  Mr.  Hull: 
"On  one  occasion  he  was  invited  by  way  of  fun-making  to  a  ball.  He  went  —  was  invited  to 
dance.  He  took  the  floor,  remarking:  I  never  engage  in  any  kind  of  business  without  first  ask- 
ing the  blessings  of  God,  so  let  us  pray.  Down  he  went  upon  his  knees,  and  such  a  prayer  rolled 
out  from  his  eloquent  lips  as  shook  the  whole  party  with  terror.  The  gay  dancers  were  thun- 
derstruck. Some  fled  from  the  house,  others  began  to  pray  for  mercy.  Hull  arose  from  his 
knees,  gave  out  an  appointment  to  preach  there  four  weeks  hence,  and  quietly  retired.  When 
the  appointed  time  came  round,  Hull  was  there,  and  preached  a  most  effective  sermon  to  a 
large  congregation.  From  that  prayer  in  the  ballroom  a  wide  extended  revival  began  and 
spread  in  all  directions." 
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COMMON  SCHOOL  REGISTER, 

J±  PERMANENT  RE(  'ORD 
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SO  ARRANGED  AS  TO  EXHIBIT  AND  PRESERVE  ALL 

The  Useful  Statistics  and  Important  Events  of  Each  School, 

AND  TO  FURNISH  FULL  DATA  FOR  THE 
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CEMETERY  PLAN 

OF 

FRANKLIN  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 


The  cemetery  is  where  we  lay  our  loved  ones  to  rest  un- 
til judgment  day. 

The  early  burying  grounds  were  enclosed;  either  with  a 
rock  wall  or  a  heavy  iron  fence.  This  was  to  protect  the 
graves  and  the  tomb  stones  from  the  wild  and  domestic 


animals.  In  1881  Rowan  County  passed  the  "stock  law", 
requiring  farmers  to  confine  their  stock  to  their  own  land 
and  pasture.  From  that  time  on  there  was  no  danger  or 
injury  to  graves  or  tomb  stones  and  now  there  are  no 
walls  or  fences  around  the  Cemeteries. 


June  1977 


PLOT 
Nl'MBER 


PLOT 
Nl  MBER 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

is 

19 

20 


25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 


Infant  son  of  W.  T.  &  S.  J.  Thomason  33 

Infant  daughter  of  W.  T.  &  S.  J.  Thomason  34 

Carrie  E.  Thomason  (Daughter  of  S.  J.  Thomason)  35 

Lendra  C.  Krider  36 

Leonard  S.  Crider  37 

Daisy  R.  Shuping  (Daughter  of  R.  A.  &  M.  F.)  38 

W.  Glenn  Fraley  (Son  of  T.  D.  &  M.  A.)  39 

Infant  son  of  T.  D.  &  M.  A.  Fraley  40 

Thomas  D.  Fraley  41 

Margaret  A.  Fraley  42 

Jesse  A.  Powlas  (Son  of  M.  A.  &  G.  L.)  43 

William  T.  Powlas(SonofM.  A.  &  G.  L.)  44 

Lloyd  Powlas  (Son  of  M.  A.  &  G.  L.)  45 

John  M.  Koon  46 

Susan  S.  Overman  47 

Francis  R.  Overman  (Wife  of  T.  P.)  48 

Mary  Ann  Overman  (Daughter  of  T.  P.  &  F.  R.)  49 

Walter  H.  Overman  (Son  of  T.  P.  &  F.  R.)  50 

Thomas  P.  Overman  51 

Eva  Ann  Overman  (Wife  of  T.  P.)  52 

N.  Augustus  Lentz  53 

Mary  Eliza  Lentz  (Wife  of  N.  A.)  54 

NoraM.  Lentz  (Daughter  of  N.  A.  &  M.  E.)  55 

Jacob  A.  Thomason  56 
Susan  C.  Chunn  (Wife) 

Albert  Foard  (Son)  57 

Richard  Locke  Thomason  58 

Edith  Caroline  Thomason  59 

Jacob  Ralph  Thomason  60 

Rachael  Sloan  61 

Sarah  E.  Lyerly  (Wife  of  Isaac)  62 

John  H. Gheen  63 

LauraM.Gheen(WifeofJ.  H.)  64 

William  Ernest  Gheen  (Son  of  J.  H.  &  L.  M.)  65 


Adam  Lentz 

Mary  A.  Lentz 

Sarah  V.  Lentz 

Catherine  Henrietta  Lentz 

Charles  L.  Reeves 

Mary  Ann  Reeves  (Wife  of  C.  L.) 

Cassander  Shoaf 

WalterS.  Wilhelm 

H.  Floyd  Wilhelm 

William  W.  &  Charles  L.  Wilhelm 

Adam  Wilhelm 

Martha  Josephine  Wilhelm  (Wife  of  Adam) 

Henderson  R.  Morris 

Malind  Morris  (Wife  of  Maxwell  Morris) 

Maxwell  Morris 

Moses  A.  Jacobs 

Clemy  Eller  Mowery 

William  Thomas  Mowery 

Margaret  E.  Jacobs  (Wife  of  W.  B.  Mowery) 

W.  B.  Mowery 

Jane  F.  Jacobs 

Lizzie  Jacobs  (Wife)  &  C.  H.  Jacobs 

Thomas  L.  &  Addie  J.  Poole 

Martha  Fisher  (Wife  of  H.  A.)  & 

Mary  Clark  (Wife  of  Francis  Clark) 

H.  A.  &  Annie  Fisher 

Abner  L.  &  Susan  R.  Hall 

Infant  Son  of  A.  L.  &  S.  R.  Hall 

Infant  Daughter  of  A.  L.  &  S.  R.  Hall 

Marvin  Hall  (Son  of  A.  L.  &  S.  R.  Hall) 

(No  Name) 

Florance  E.  Gheen  (Daughter  of  T.  T.  &  M.  A.) 

Sarah  S.  Sloan  (Daughter  of  Samuel  &  Sophia  Sloan) 

Jerusha  Sloan  (Daughter  of  Samuel  &  Sophia  Sloan) 
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PLOT 
NUMBER 

66 


67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 


90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
1  10 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 


Charlie  P.  Thomason 

Turner  P.  Thomason 

Margaret  Catherine  Thomason 

BeulahT.  Maness 

Alma  J.  Carter  (Daughter  of  S.  S.  &  Anna) 

Sam  S.  Carter,  Jr.  (Son  of  S.  S.  &  Anna) 

C.  Ella  Carter  (Daughter  of  S.  S.  &  S.  E.) 

John  T.  Carter  (Son  of  S.  S.  &  S.  E.) 

Sallie  E.  Carter 

Hattie  R.Carter 

S.  S.Carter  &  Anna  (Wife) 

Mary  Elizabeth  Rainey  (Wife  of  N.  R.  Shuping) 

Noah  Reuben  Shuping 

DesdaD.  Shuping  (Daughter  of  M.  E.  &  N.  R.) 

J.  A.  Shuping  &  Lucinda  Shuping 

Isaac  A.  Hall 

Soloman  L.  Hall  (Son  of  I.  A.  &  Mary) 

Albertine  Hall  (Daughter  of  I.  A.  &  Mary) 

Samuel  L.  Walker  (Son  of  Richard  &  M.  A.) 

James  J.  Walker 

Mary  Ann  Walker  (Wife  of  Richard) 

Fannie  L.  Rainey  (Wife  of  H.  C.  Cranford) 

Dr.  H.  C.  Cranford 

Sarah  A.  Swink  (Wife  of  T.  R.  Pinkston) 

T.  R.  Pinkston 

Laura  Elizabeth  (Last  name  unknown) 

(No  Name) 

(No  Name) 

Mary  Mowery  Gullett 

Sarah  Eliza  Jacobs  (Wife  of  S.  R.  Mowery) 

Somers  R.  Mowery 

Edgar  R.  Mowery 

Thomas  A.  Mowery 

Robert  L.  Sullivan 

(No  Name) 

Mary  A.  Gheen  (Wife  of  G.  H.  Gheen) 

George  H.  Gheen 

Jessie  E.  W.  Cozort  (Son  of  J.  A.  &  R.  A.) 

Charles  S.  Cozort 

Jessie  A.  Cozort 

Fannie  L.  Gheen  (Wife  of  D.  B.) 

Emma  J.  Gheen  (Daughter  of  D.  B.  &  F.  L.) 

David  M.  McHargue 

Samuel  &  Nancy  Jane  Brown  McHargue 

Ruby  K.  McHargue 

Sallie  E.  McHargue 

Michael  Brown 

L.  M.  B.  (Initials  only) 

W.  L.  B.  (Initials  only) 

C.  E.  B.  (Initials  only) 

(No  Name) 

Elizabeth  Owens 

Thomas  M.  Foard 

Elizabeth  Foard  (Wife  of  T.  M.) 

David  B.  Gheen 

Grover  C.  Kincaid  (Son  of  R.  A.  &  Lizzie) 


PLOT 
NUMBER 

120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 


171 

172 
173 


John  T.  Fisher  (Son  of  J.  F.  &  W.  E.) 

Elizabeth  L.  Revel 

Flourney  C.  Carter  (Son  of  Thomas  &  Louisa) 

R.  F.  Carter  &  Catherine  (Wife) 

Luretta  Kincaid 

James  Lee  Shoaf  &  Grace  Dodder  (Wife) 

Henry  Scott  Shoaf  &  Gillie  Weant  Shoaf 

Malinda  C.  Hoffman  (Wife  of  R.  A.  Shoaf) 

Romalus  A.  Shoaf 

John  C.  Shoaf 

George  R.  Shoaf  (Son  of  R.  A.  &  M.  C.) 

Jonathan  A.  Shoaf  (Son  of  R.  A.  &  M.  C.) 

Jonathan  C.  Shoaf  (Son  of  A.  &  E.) 

Mary  Hall  (Wife  of  I.  A.) 

John  A.  Hall 

Margaret  E.  Hall 

Arthur  Eugene  Davis  &  Mable  Susan  Thomason  (Wife) 

Woodson  P.  Booth,  Sr. 

Mary  L.  Smith 

Thomas  V.  Smith  &  Mary  E.  Smith  (Wife) 

Charles  O.  Smith 

Susan  Overman  (Wife  of  Moses  H.  Overman) 

Moses  H.  Overman 

(No  Name) 

J.  E.  B.  (Initials  only) 

Jane  E.  Ritchie  (Wife  of  Peter  A.) 

David  L.  Elliott 

John  Elliott 

Sarah  Elliott  (Wife  of  John) 

William  M.  Elliott 

JohnG.  Elliott 

John  H.  Elliott 

Hilary  Elliott 

Mary  K.  Elliott  (Wife  of  Hilary) 

Lovenia  Thomason  (Wife  of  George  W.) 

George  W.  Thomason 

(No  Name) 

(No  Name) 

Thomas  B.  Graham 

W.  C.  Waggoner 

Lawrence  T.  Owen  (Son  of  W.  E.  &  M.  L.) 

Ronda  E.  Owen  (Son  of  W.  E.  &  M.  L.) 

N.  V.  Waggoner 

C.  A.  &  M.  E.  Waggoner 

R.  A.  Wagoner 

Laura  B.  Wagoner 

W.  Spencer  Wagoner  (Son  of  R.  A.  &  L.  B.) 

Arthur  Young  Wagoner  &  Ida  Louise  Wagoner 

Nancy  C.  Elliott  (Wife  of  Samuel) 

W.  Archey  Morris  (Son  of  M.  &  L.) 

S.  E.  Cranford 

Mollie  Cranford 

Willie  Cranford 

(No  Name) 

(No  Name) 

(No  Name) 
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PLOT 
NUMBER 


PLOT 
NUMBER 


174 

175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
1X0 
1S1 

182 

I  S3 
184 
185 
186 
1X7 
18S 
189 


190 
191 
192 

193 

194 

195 

196 

197 

19S 

199 

200 

201 

202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

20S 

209 

210 

211 

212 

213 

214 

215 

216 

217 

218 

219 

220 

221 

222 

223 

224 

225 

226 

227 


Mary  E.  Kanup 

W.  T.  Thomason 

Fannie  V.  Thomason  (Wife  of  W.  T.) 

Mary  Bell  Thomason  (Daughter  of  R.  &  M.  E.) 

Sammie  Lock  Thomason  (Son  of  W.  T.  &  F.) 

John  Dickey  Thomason  (Son  of  W.  T.  &  F.) 

John  D.  Thomason 

Adeline  Thomason 

Infant  Daughter  of  John  &  Adeline  Thomason 

Mary  E.  Thomason 

Infant  Son  of  John  &  Adeline  Thomason 

William  Waggoner 

L.  C.  Kanup 

D.  S.  Knupp 

Annie  Lee  Fesperman 

Jesse  Hulin 

Angeline  Swink  &  Elizabeth  Tarrh  (Wives) 

Willie  &  Annie  Hulin  (Children) 

Alexander  P.  Swink  (Son  of  Wiley  &  Polly  Swink) 

Camilla  Jacobs  (Wife  of  Lewis) 

Lewis  Jacobs 

A.  A.  Shuping 

Michael  Shuping 

Amelia  Shuping  (Wife  of  Michael) 

Lydia  H.  Ridenhour 

Sarah  Thomason  (Wife  of  George) 

Richard  Thomason 

Mary  E.  Thomason  (Wife  of  Richard) 

Margaret  R.  Thomason  (Daughter  of  Richard  &  Mary) 

Nettie  Thomason  (Wife  of  Paul  A.  Cruse) 

Ransom  P.  Jacobs 

H.  S. Jacobs 

Infant  Son  of  E.  A.  &  A.  E.  Propst 

Jacob  P.  L.  Propst  (Son  of  E.  A.  &  A.  E.) 

Infant  Son  of  G.  T.  &  J.  A.  Thomason 

Fannie  Belle  Thomason  (Daughter  of  G.  T.  &  J.  A.) 

G.T.  Thomason 

Josephine  A.  Thomason  (Wife  of  G.  T.) 

Watson  Thomason 

Kate  Irene  Thomason 

George  Y.  &  Pearl  B.  Thomason 

Edward  James  Lewis  &  Lucile  Thomason 

Adel  S.  &  Frank  T.  Thomason 

Frank  Odell  Cranford  (Son  of  A.  Y.  &  P.  E.) 

Mary  E.  Gheen  (Wife  of  M.  A.) 

Mary  Elizabeth  Gheen  (Daughter  of  M.  A.  &  M.  E.) 

Marcellus  W.  Gheen  (Son  of  M.  A.  &  R.  Gheen) 

Joseph  B.  Gheen  (Son  of  M.  A.  &  R.  Gheen) 

Milas  A.  Gheen 

Mariah  E.  Graham  (Wife  of  T.  B.) 

Hannah  Kincaid 

Jesse  Kincaid 

Taylor  Thomason 

(No  Name  —  Marker  Broken) 

D.  E.  F.  (Initials  only) 

Nancy  C.  Bailey 


22S 
229 
230 
231 

232 

233 

234 

235 

236 

237 

238 

239 

240 

241 

242 

243 

244 

245 

246 

247 

248 

249 

250 

251 

252 

253 

254 

255 

256 

257 

258 
259 
260 
261 

262 
263 
264 


265 
266 

267 
268 
269 
270 
271 
272 
273 
274 
275 
276 
277 
278 


Ann  Elizabeth  Foard  (Wife  of  T.  M.  Foard) 

Mary  West  (Wife  of  William  West) 

(No  Name) 

Amanda  Cline 

Margaret  Ellen  Cline  (Daughter  of  Michael 

Swisher,  Sr.) 

Thomas  R.  Holt 

Jane  Holt  (Wife  of  Thomas  R.  Holt) 

James  Madison  Holt  (Son  of  T.  R.  &  Jane  Holt) 

Infant  of  T.  R.  &  Jane  Holt 

Lucy  Ann  Agner  (Wife  of  Milas  A.  Agner,  Esq.) 

B.  B.  (Initials  only) 

J.  B.  (Initials  only) 

John  Blackwell 

Eleneder  Blackwell  (Consort  of  J.  Blackwell) 

Fanny  L.  Cranford 

Hubburt  C.  Shuping  (Son  of  N.  R.  &  M.  E.) 

Florence  I.  Shuping  (Daughter  of  N.  R.  &  M.  E.) 

Willie  G.  Shuping  (Daughter  of  N.  R.  &  M.  E.) 

Aaron  Rainey  &  Mary  Ann  Julian  (Wife) 
Lewis  Jacobs 

John  William  Jacobs  &  Louisa  Hulin 

Archy  J.  Jacobs  (Son  of  J.  W.  &  L.  C.) 

Infant  daughter  of  J.  W.  &  L.  C.  Jacobs 

Polly  S.  Jacobs  (Daughter  of  J.  W.  &  L.  C.) 

Effie  Jacobs  (Daughter  of  J.  W.  &  L.  C.) 

William  M.  Kincaid 

Sarah  E.  Kincaid  (Wife  of  W.  M.) 

William  A.  Mowery  (Son  of  W.  E.  &  H.  A.) 

Charlie  Lee  Penley  &  Nina  Mowery  Penley 

Harold  Duran  Mowery  (Son  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  I 

Mowery) 

John  A.  Pickler  &  Kate  Pickler  (Wife) 

Margaret  A.  Pickler  (Wife  of  J.  A.) 

Mary  C.  Howard 

Milton  James  Hager  (Son  of  C.  M.  &  Colleene 

Hager) 

Clarence  M.  &  Colleene  T.  Hager 

Mattie  Mae  &  Charlie  G.  Thomason 

Thomas  M.  Rice 

Margaret  J.  Harrison  (Wife  of  T.  M.) 

Emma  J.  Rice 

Leroy  H.  Rice  (Son  of  T.  M.  &  M.  J.) 

Ada  B.  Peeler  (Wife)  &  W.  Thomas  Fraley 

Lillian  E.  Fraley  (Daughter  of  W.  T.  &  A.  B.) 

John  Adam  Fraley  (Son  of  J.  N.  &  Annah) 

J.  N.  Fraley  &  W.  Annah  Fraley  (Wife) 

Elizabeth  Swink  (Wife  of  George  Swink) 

Nancy  Jane  Trott  (Wife  of  W.  H.) 

S.  S.  Trott 

Elcy  Wadsworth  Trott  (Wife  of  S.  S.) 

J.  Walter  Trott 

Annie  L.  Trott  (Wife  of  S.  E.  Emerson) 

Edgar  W.  Trott  &  Ruth  J.  Brinegar  (Wife) 

Bobbie  Lee  Overman  (Son  of  M.  H.  &  M.  E.) 

Infant  daughter  of  A.  L.  &  M.  E.  Swicegood 
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PLOT  NAME 

NUMBER 

279  Nannie  Elizabeth  Trollinger  (Wife  of  A.  G. 
Cranford) 

280  A.  G.  Cranford 

28 1  Willie  Cranford  (Infant  son  of  A.  G.  &  N.  E.) 

282  Lula  E.  Cranford  (Wife  of  J.  F.  Ratledge) 

283  Wilson  Trott 

284  Robert  Lock  Trott  (Son  of  W.  &  M.  K.) 

285  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Trott 

286  Moses  H.  Overman 

287  James  Columbus  &  Annie  Cranford  Parks 

288  H.  G.  &  Alice  Cranford 

289  Infant  son  of  J.  H.  &  E.  M.  Kincaid 
Bessie  Kincaid  (Daughter  of  J.  H.  &  E.  M.) 
John  Henry  &  Essie  Gheen  Kincaid 
Jessie  Mae  Kincaid 
Eva  L.  &  Calvin  A.  Jacobs 
W.  Thomas  Gheen 
Addie  Gheen  (Wife  of  W.  T.) 
Benjamin  F.  Jacobs  &  Ellen  C.  (Wife) 
Robert  L.  Wilson  (Son  of  L.  C.  &  L.  H.) 
W.  Charlie  Overman 

Infant  Daughter  of  W.  C.  &  Ruth  Overman 
George  Albert  Overman 
Jennie  Owen  &  Lonnie  W.  Overman 
George  W.  Overman  &  Annie  Jacobs  (Wife) 
John  Wesley  Shuping 
Gilmer  G.  Shuping  (Son  of  J.  W.  &  A.  J.) 
Amanda  J.  Shuping 
Richard  R.  Shuping 
Teresa  Ann  Overman  (Infant) 
Jerry  R.  Lentz  &  Mary  Grace  Monroe  Lentz  (Wife) 


PLOT 
NUMBER 


308 

309 
310 
311 

312 

313 

314 
315 
316 
317 
318 
319 
320 
321 
322 
323 
324 
325 
326 
327 
328 
329 

330 
331 
332 
333 
334 
335 


Mary  Victoria  Lentz  (Daughter  of  J.  R.  & 

M.  G.  M.  Lentz) 

Mildred  Lentz  (Daughter  of  J.  R.  &  M.  G.  M.) 

Paul  J.  Lentz  (Son  of  J.  R.  &  M.  G.  M.) 

A.  A.  Lentz  &  Beulah  Ella  Wilson  (Wife) 

LoisT.  Wilson 

Genevieve  Wilson 

Luther  C.Wilson 

Grace  Neely  Kincaid  &  James  Brandon  Kincaid 

Julius  Gilbert  Fesperman  (Son  of  J.  A.  &  Addie) 

Wade  Rankin 

Sarah  Thomason  Rankin 

Sarah  Jane  Thomason  (Wife  of  W.  T.) 

Henry  L.  Foard  &  Anne  Lindsay  Foard  (Wife) 

Elizabeth  Foard  McAlister 

Frank  L.  Foard 

Cicero  Foard  Fowler  &  Jessie  Lloyd  Fowler 

Ida  Mae  (Wife)  &  Robert  Lee  Thomason 

Bruner  R.  Thomason 

John  Joseph  Kincaid 

Alice  H.  Overman  (Wife  of  J.  J.  Kincaid) 

Annie  E.  Kincaid  (Daughter  of  J.  J.  &  A.  H.) 

Lois  Hill  Kincaid  (Daughter  of  J.  J.  &  A.  H.) 

John  Washington  Thomason  &  Sarah  Alice  Fisher 

(Wife) 

Bryon  M.  &  Kathleen  T.  Shives 

Jacob  A.  Kluttz 

Catherine  L.  Kluttz  (Wife  of  J.  A.) 

Caleb  L.  Kluttz  &  Ellen  A.  (Wife) 

James  Lewis  Mowery  &  Malissa  Fielder  Mowery 

Ruth  Isabelle  Thomason  &  Ossie  May  Thomason 


1 1  !il*. 
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